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right to know that if they get hit down here
walking across the street, they can go to the
nearest emergency room; they won’t have to
be dragged to another borough to an emergency
room because their plan says that. They have
a right to know that if they get cancer or they're
horribly scarred and they need a specialist to
help them, they can get a specialist to deal
with their problem. They have a right to know
that if their employer changes health insurance
carriers in the middle of a treatment—during
a pregnancy, during a chemotherapy treatment,
or whatever—they won't be required to change
doctors. They have a right to know that their
records will be private.

This is 160 million people. And we and our
Republican friends in Washington are at direct
loggerheads over this, something that affects 160
million people. That’s the kind of thing this elec-
tion is all about.

So what I want you to do is to know, number
one, you have done a very good thing making
this weekend possible, this event possible, be-
cause you are going to give us a chance to
tell the people what putting people first means

Statement on the Death of George C.
September 14, 1998

Hillary and I offer our condolences to the
family and friends of George Wallace. I remem-
ber working with him at the Governors’ con-
ference in 1983. Governor Wallace was wheel-
chair-bound and often in great pain, but he
rolled into the committee room to provide the
crucial vote that enabled the Governors to help
save Federal support for disabled Americans un-
able to work.

in terms of 1998. But number two, I ask you
to go back to your homes, go back to your
friends and neighbors, and keep talking until
you're blue in the face. Remember, our problem
is not adversity; we will rise in adversity. Our
problem is complacence. Our problem is the
burden of history. Our problem is people think-
ing, “Things are good now; I don’t have to
move.” We do have to move.

And if we talk about these big things and
we remember these elections are never about
us, they’re always about those folks out on the
street; they're always about what putting people
first means; theyre always about freedom and
opportunity and reconciling Americans to each
other across all the lines that divide us—if we
do that, we're going to do just fine.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to
luncheon host Denise Rich; singers Patti LaBelle
and Natalie Cole; and Steve Grossman, national
chair, Democratic National Committee.

Wallace

Like the State he served as Governor and
the region he represented as a candidate for
President, George Wallace made a painful—but
essential—journey, abandoning, in the end, the
politics of division and embracing the politics
of inclusion and reconciliation. For that, all
Americans can be grateful.

Statement on Government Use of Recycled Products

September 14, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign an Executive
order strengthening Federal efforts to protect
the environment and promote economic growth
through the purchase of recycled and other en-
vironmentally preferable products.

As the Nation’s largest paper purchaser, the
Federal Government has a special responsibility
to lead the way in building markets for recycled
goods. Since 1993, when I signed an earlier
Executive order to promote recycling, we have
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