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a commitment to have a world-class education
that’s available to every single child.

Now, we have a national plan that will help
Florida, for the first time, to help to build or
expand or remodel 5,000 schools, to have small-
er classes in the early grades, to have safer
schools, to have better reading programs, to
hook up all of our schools to the Internet. But
in the end, I will say again, it matters who
is Governor. And if you think about Florida’s
long-term history, if you look at the record that
Lawton and Buddy have made for the last 8
years, I hope you'll encourage everybody in this
congressional delegation to put partisanship
aside and vote for our education agenda, but
even if it all passes, in order to have the max-
imum impact it matters who the Governor is.

And unless we can prove that America can
be one out of all these many cultures—to echo
what Governor Rossello said—we’re not going
to have the America we want. And we won’t
be able to do that unless we achieve in edu-
cation.

So, balance the budget; save Social Security
before you spend the surplus; meet our obliga-
tions to stabilize the international economy, be-
cause it's the right thing to do morally and it
happens to be in our interest; give us a world-
class education; pass the Patients” Bill of Rights
on the national level and at the State level;
prove that we can—big issue in Florida—prove
that we can grow the economy while improving
the environment. Forty percent of our lakes and
rivers are still not safe to swim in. We still
have places with safe drinking water needs. As
you have seen in Florida, climate change and
the warming of the planet is real. We have
to prove we can deal with these things and
grow the economy. I'm so grateful for the
chance that we've had to be involved together
in recovering the Everglades. There are ways

to do these things that will promote economic
opportunity and still improve the environment.

There are lots of other issues coming up in
Washington. We're finally going to get a chance
to give the Senate one more chance to pass
campaign finance reform. And I hope we do
that. You know, you've done it in Florida. Every
single member of our caucus in the Senate sup-
ports it. They are determined to kill the bill
through a filibuster. But we finally passed a
good campaign finance reform bill through the
House. I thank the House Members here from
Florida for supporting it. We've got a real
chance in the Senate.

And all this ought to be dealt with in the
next 3 weeks. And if it’s not, the voters ought
to deal with it in November—choices, choices,
choices. Elections should be about you and your
children and your future, not what somebody
else tells you they ought to be about.

Again, let me thank you from the bottom
of my heart for the support youve given to
all of us. Let me thank you for your kindness
to me today. Let me thank you most of all
for supporting Buddy. But let me challenge you:
This is a big, fast-growing State that is a model
of the future of America; don’t you let a single,
solitary soul you know get away without voting
in November, because the future of America
is riding on it.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:52 p.m. in the
Lake Ivanhoe Room at the Orlando Marriott
Downtown. In his remarks, he referred to Jim
Pugh, event chair; gubernatorial candidate Lt.
Gov. Buddy MacKay of Florida and his wife,
Anne; Gov. Pedro Rossello of Puerto Rico; Hill-
crest Elementary School student Marcos Encinias;
and Gov. Lawton Chiles of Florida.

Statement on the United Nations Security Council Vote on Iraq

September 9, 1998

I applaud the decisive and unanimous vote
by the United Nations Security Council to sus-
pend the review of sanctions against Iraq until
Baghdad resumes full cooperation with the
international weapons inspectors. Far from has-

tening the day sanctions are lifted, Iraq’s failure
to honor its obligations will prolong the sanc-
tions, constrain Iraq from acquiring resources
to rebuild its military, and keep the Iraqi econ-
omy under tight international control. The
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Security Council has made crystal clear that the
burden remains on Iraq to declare and destroy

all its nuclear, chemical, and biological weapons
and the missiles to deliver them.

Remarks at a Florida Democratic Party Dinner in Coral Gables, Florida

September 9, 1998

Thank you very much. My good friend Buddy
MacKay—I've had a wonderful time with Buddy
and Anne today, and I think we did a little
good in Orlando. And I certainly hope we’re
doing some good tonight. I want to thank Daryl
Jones for being here and for what he said, for
being my friend, for being willing to serve this
country and go through a highly political proc-
ess. It's a long road that doesn’t turn, and yours
is going to turn in the right direction, friend,
for a long time to come.

I want to thank all the legislators and others
who are here. T'd like to say a special word
of thanks to Congressman Peter Deutsch, who
came down with me from Washington and is
going home tonight, so he’s not going to get
a lot of sleep. Thank you for being here.

I want to thank Mitch Ceasar for being with
me today, and all the Democratic officials. And
I would like to recognize our nominee for State
comptroller, Newall Daughtrey. Thank you for
being here, Newall, and good luck to you.

You know, I was sitting here listening to Daryl
speak and then listening to Buddy speak, and
I thought of that old saw: The last speaker at
the banquet said, “Everything that needs to be
said has been said, but not everyone has yet
said it.” [Laughter] And I thought of just stand-
ing up and saying, “Amen,” and sitting down.
[Laughter]

This has been a very moving day for me be-
cause of what Buddy MacKay said here and
in Orlando, because of the children we saw
today in Orlando and many of the things they
said to me as I was greeting them. All of you
know that I've been on a rather painful journey
these last few weeks. And I've had to ask for
things that I was more in the habit of giving
in my life than asking for, in terms of under-
standing and forgiveness. But it’s also given me
the chance to try to ask, as all of us do: What
do you really care about? What do you want
to think about in your last hours on this Earth?
What really matters?
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I've tried to do a good job taking care of
this country, even when I hadnt taken such
good care of myself and my family, my obliga-
tions. I hope that you and others I have injured
will forgive me for the mistakes I've made. But
the most important thing is, you must not let
it deter you from meeting your responsibilities
as citizens.

There is always, at a moment like this, those
who seek not to deal with the substance of
whatever is at issue but those who seek some
advantage and hope that the attention of the
public will be diverted from the public’s busi-
ness. And these next 8 weeks ought to be de-
voted to you and your children and your grand-
children and the future of this country and the
future of this State.

I've known Buddy MacKay for nearly 20
years, and I know he’s got a tough race. I know
he’s been at a financial disadvantage. Now that
he’s stuck up for me, he may be at some sort
of a political disadvantage, although I'm kind
of an old-school guy, I think. They asked me
why I went to Russia the other day, and I said,
“Well, heck, anybody can go to Russia when
times are good. I want them to be our friends,
and I think we ought to build a future together.”

And I'm proud to be here with him. I can
tell you this—TI'll tell you something that I don’t
believe there is a person in this room that would
dispute. You may not know for sure how this
Governor’s race is going to turn out, but there
is not a person here who doesn’t believe that
if he wins the governorship, even people who
don’t vote for him will be proud of the fact
that he’s the Governor of Florida and that he’d
get reelected in a walk. Now, you all know that,
don’t you? You all know that, don’t you? [Ap-
plause] If you believe that—and you did or you
wouldn’t have stood up—then you owe it not
to Buddy and Anne but to yourselves, not to
wake up on the morning after the election think-
ing about what might have been. He is a good
man and a good leader.
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