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Article IV
Any disagreement regarding the interpretation

or application of this Agreement or its Imple-
mentation Procedures shall be resolved by con-
sultation between the Contracting Parties or
their appropriate executive agents, respectively.

Article V
This Agreement shall enter into force upon

signature and shall remain in force until termi-
nated by sixty (60) days’ written notice from
one Contracting Party to the other Contracting
Party. Such termination shall also act to termi-
nate all existing Implementation Procedures exe-
cuted in accordance with this Agreement. This
Agreement may be amended by the written
agreement of the Contracting Parties. Individual

Implementation Procedures may be terminated
or amended by the appropriate executive agents.

In Witness Whereof, the undersigned, being
duly authorized by their respective Govern-
ments, have signed this Agreement.

Done at Moscow, this second day of Sep-
tember, 1998, in duplicate, in the English and
Russian languages, each text being equally au-
thentic.

For the Government of
the

United States of America:

For the Government of
the

Russian Federation:

William J. Clinton Boris Yeltsin

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this agreement.

Remarks at a Meeting With Duma and Regional Leaders in Moscow
September 2, 1998

Thank you very much, Mr. Ambassador. I’d
like to thank all of you who have come here
today to Spaso House. I have met with several
of you before here, and as always, I attempt
to come to Russia with the view of listening
to a wide variety of views and meeting everyone
I can who is involved in the activities of the
day.

I am pleased to be joined by the Secretary
of State, Madeleine Albright; our Secretary of
Commerce, Bill Daley; and the Secretary of En-
ergy, Bill Richardson; and with some distin-
guished Members of Congress. I see Senator
Bingaman and Congressman King. I don’t know
if Senator Domenici and Congressman Hoyer
are here or not. But we all want to get to
know all of you.

I am proud of what America and Russia have
achieved together in reducing the threat of nu-
clear war and in cooperating in areas like Bos-
nia. Today we announced two other steps to
cooperate: First, in the sharing of early warning
information on missile firings; and second, in
a commitment to dramatically reduce our stocks
of plutonium, a move that might also be of
benefit to the Russian economy.

I’d like to, before I go out and start to visit
with you individually, make just a couple of ob-
servations about the economic challenges facing

Russia today. First of all, I recognize that
around this room there are many different
points of view represented, and I think that
is a good thing for the strength of Russian de-
mocracy. Second, I think it’s important to point
out that all over the world there are many coun-
tries that have democratically-elected leaders
and successful economies and rather dramati-
cally different social systems, different ap-
proaches to achieving success economically with
elected leadership. So Russia must have its own
approaches that keep the nation strong, that care
for the people who are in need, that prepare
for the future of your children. And no other
country can define that approach, and no other
country’s approach would be exactly right for
Russia. But I do not believe you can find one
country in the world that is economically suc-
cessful that has completely ignored the ground
rules of the global economy.

For all their differences, all the countries that
are succeeding have some things in common.
They have tax systems that are fair and bring
in revenues adequate to meet their spending
requirements. They have marketing systems that
regulate and provide for effective banking and
trading in the country. They have a rule of law
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which permits commerce to succeed and to pro-
ceed on predictable terms in which individual
interests are properly protected.

Now, when countries have this, whether
they’re large or small, whether they’re in Latin
America, Asia, or Africa, wherever they are, they
see that money flows into the country instead
of flowing out of it.

I come here as someone who considers him-
self a friend of your country and someone who
deeply believes that in the century just ahead
of us, America and Russia must be partners.
I hope you will be able to bridge your dif-
ferences to agree on, first, a program to stabilize
the current situation, and then, a path to finish
the framework of basic things that every success-
ful economy has; then, within your democratic
system, whatever decisions you make about how
to organize your society are your decisions to
make, and we will support you and find a way
to work together.

But if the basic framework is not in place,
as a friend I say, I do not believe that you
can defy the rules of the road in today’s global
economy anymore than I could defy the laws
of gravity by stepping off the top floor of Spaso
House. It has nothing to do with politics and
everything to do with the way the world is work-
ing today. But if you can find a way to work
together and work through this crisis, the United
States will stand with you and will not presume
to judge on the specific social systems you de-
cide to put in place within a democratic system
with a strong economy that has integrity of its
fundamental elements.

Thank you again for coming.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:20 p.m. in Spaso
House. In his remarks, the President referred to
James F. Collins, U.S. Ambassador to Russia, who
introduced the President.

Remarks to the Northern Ireland Assembly in Belfast
September 3, 1998

Thank you. Lord Mayor Alderdice, First Min-
ister Trimble, Deputy First Minister Mallon,
Mr. Prime Minister; to the members of the
Northern Ireland Assembly, the citizens of Bel-
fast and Northern Ireland, it is an honor for
me to be back here with the First Lady, our
delegation, including two members of our Cabi-
net, distinguished Members of Congress, our
Ambassador, and Consul General, and of course,
the best investment we ever made in Northern
Ireland, Senator Mitchell.

I want to begin very briefly by thanking Prime
Minister Blair and echoing his comments about
the thoughts and prayers we have with the pas-
sengers and families of the Swissair flight that
crashed this morning near Nova Scotia, Canada.
The flight was en route to Geneva from New
York, and as I speak, Canadians are conducting
an extensive search operation. We hope for the
best, and we are deeply grieved that this has
occurred.

I would like to also begin just by simply say-
ing thank you to the leaders who have spoken
before me, to David Trimble and Seamus
Mallon; to the party leaders and the other mem-

bers of the Assembly whom I met earlier today;
to Tony Blair and, in his absence, to Prime
Minister Ahern; and to their predecessors with
whom I have worked, Prime Ministers Bruton
and Reynolds and Major.

This has been a magic thing to see unfold,
this developing will for peace among the people
of Northern Ireland. Three years ago, when Hil-
lary and I were here, I could see it in the
eyes of the people in Belfast and Derry. We
saw, as Seamus Mallon said, the morning light
begin to dawn after Ireland’s long darkness on
Good Friday with the leaders’ commitment to
solve your problems with words, not weapons.
It lit the whole sky a month later when you
voted so overwhelmingly for the peace agree-
ment. Now this Assembly is the living embodi-
ment of the promise of that covenant.

Together, people and leaders are moving
Northern Ireland from the deep freeze of de-
spair to the warm sunlight of peace. For 30
long years the Troubles took a terrible toll: Too
many died; too many families grieved. Every
family was denied the quiet blessings of a nor-
mal life, in the constant fear that a simple trip
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