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We also had compelling evidence that the bin
Ladin network was poised to strike at us again,
and soon. We know he has said all Americans—
not just those in uniform—all Americans are
targets. And we know he wants to acquire chem-
ical weapons.

With that information and evidence, we sim-
ply could not stand idly by. That is why I or-
dered our military strikes last Thursday. Our
goals were to disrupt bin Ladin’s terrorist net-
work and destroy elements of its infrastructure
in Afghanistan and Sudan. And our goal was
to destroy, in Sudan, the factory with which
bin Ladin’s network is associated, which was
producing an ingredient essential for nerve gas.

I am proud of the men and women of our
Armed Forces who carried out this mission and
proud of the superb work of our intelligence
and law enforcement communities. I thank the
congressional leadership for their bipartisan sup-
port. And I'm grateful to America’s friends
around the world who have expressed their soli-
darity. For this is not just America’s fight; it’s
a universal one, between those who want to
build a world of peace and partnership and pros-
perity and those who would tear everything
down through death and destruction; a fight that
joins people from Northern Ireland and Africa
and the Middle East; a fight not directed at
any particular nation or any particular faith but
at a callous criminal organization whose policies
of violence violate the teachings of every reli-
gion.

In particular, it is very important that Ameri-
cans understand that the threat we face is not
part of the Islamic faith. Hundreds of millions
of Muslims all over the world, including millions
right here in the United States, oppose terrorism
and deplore the twisting of their religious teach-

ings into justification of inhumane, indeed un-
godly acts.

Our efforts against terrorism cannot and will
not end with this strike. We should have realistic
expectations about what a single action can
achieve, and we must be prepared for a long
battle. But it’s high time that those who traffic
in terror learn they, too, are vulnerable.

I'm determined to use all the tools at our
disposal. That is why I have just signed an Exec-
utive order directing the Treasury to block all
financial transactions between the bin Ladin ter-
rorist group and American persons and compa-
nies. We'll urge other governments to do the
same. We must not allow sanctuary for ter-
rorism, not for terrorists or for their money.
It takes money, lots of it, to build the network
bin Ladin has. We’ll do our best to see that
he has less of it.

Finally, as we close ranks against international
threats, we must remember this: America will
never give up the openness, the freedom, and
the tolerance that define us. For the ultimate
target of these terrorist attacks is our ideals,
and they must be defended at any cost.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:55 a.m.
on August 21 in the Oval Office at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 22.
The transcript was made available by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 21 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. In his ad-
dress, the President referred to Pope John Paul
IL; President Hosni Mubarak of Egypt; and Usama
bin Ladin, who allegedly sponsored terrorist at-
tacks on the U.S. Embassies in Kenya and Tan-
zania. The Executive order of August 20 is listed
in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Statement on Progress Against Drunk Driving

August 24, 1998

The data released today by the Department
of Transportation shows that we are making real
progress in protecting Americans from drunk
drivers. Last year, the number of people killed
in alcohol-related crashes dropped to an all-time
low, representing a decline of over a third since
1982. For the first time since we started keeping

these statistics in 1975, drunk driving deaths
accounted for less than 40 percent of all traffic
deaths. And alcohol-related fatalities among 16-
to 20-year-olds dropped by 5 percent last year
alone.

Our progress is the result of stronger laws,
tougher enforcement, and increased public
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awareness. In particular, today’s statistics show
the importance of the legislation I fought for
and signed 3 years ago to ensure zero tolerance
for underage drinking and driving. But there
is more we must do. We could save even more
lives by passing a tough national standard of
impaired driving at .08 blood alcohol content
(BAC)—and I continue to challenge the Con-
gress to enact this life-saving measure. If we

work together, we can spare thousands of fami-
lies from the grief and anger of losing a loved
one to a preventable drunk driving crash, and
make our roads, highways, and communities
safer for all Americans.

NoTE: The statement referred to the National
Highway System Designation Act of 1995, Public
Law 104-59, approved November 28, 1995.

Statement on the Death of Lewis F. Powell, Jr.

August 25, 1998

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the
death of Justice Lewis F. Powell, Jr., one of
our most thoughtful and conscientious Justices.
For over 15 years on the Supreme Court, he
approached each case without an ideological
agenda, carefully applying the Constitution, the
law, and Supreme Court precedent regardless
of his own personal views about the case. His
opinions were a model of balance and judicious-

ness. As a result, he was the decisive voice on
the Court in addressing some of the most im-
portant issues of our day.

Justice Powell was an admirable public serv-
ant. Our thoughts and prayers are with his loved
ones.

NOTE: The related proclamation of August 25 is
listed in Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Memorandum on the National Academy of Sciences Report on Food Safety

August 25, 1998

Memorandum for the President’s Council on
Food Safety

Subject: National Academy of Sciences Report

My Administration is committed to ensuring
that the American people enjoy the safest food
possible. We have made great progress by im-
plementing science-based prevention control sys-
tems for seafood, meat, and poultry; developing
a comprehensive initiative to ensure the safety
of domestic and imported fruits and vegetables;
and launching an interagency food safety initia-
tive that focuses on key food safety issues from
the farm to the table. We can and must con-
tinue to build upon these efforts.

Under our current food safety system, several
different Federal agencies have responsibility for
improving food safety. Within the framework of
our interagency initiative, we have taken a num-
ber of steps to improve the coordination of our
food safety efforts. Most recently, we established
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a Joint Institute for Food Safety Research to
develop a strategic plan for conducting food
safety research activities and to coordinate all
Federal food safety research, including with the
private sector and academia.

Today, I signed an Executive Order estab-
lishing the President’s Council on Food Safety.
To strengthen and focus our efforts to coordi-
nate food safety policy and resources and im-
prove food safety for American consumers, the
Council will develop a comprehensive strategic
plan for Federal food safety activities, ensure
the most effective use of Federal resources
through the development and submission of co-
ordinated food safety budgets, and oversee the
Joint Institute for Food Safety Research.

The National Academy of Sciences (NAS) re-
cently issued a thoughtful and highly informative
report on food safety issues, entitled “Ensuring
Safe Food from Production to Consumption.”
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