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NotE: The President spoke at 10:02 p.m. from
the Map Room at the White House. In his re-
marks, he referred to former White House intern

Monica S. Lewinsky, subject of Independent
Counsel Kenneth Starr’s expanded investigation.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Forces To Protect the United States Embassy in Albania

August 18, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

After receiving credible information of a pos-
sible attack against the U.S. embassy in Tirana,
Albania, similar to the attacks against our mis-
sions in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam, the Depart-
ment of State authorized the draw-down of em-
bassy personnel. Embassy business is currently
conducted from the Rilindja Ridge Housing
Complex in Tirana, as a new embassy building
with improved security features is currently un-
dergoing construction. The Marine Security
Guard detachment at the embassy consists of
six Marines.

Consequently, to enhance security at the
present site of embassy operations, on Sunday,
August 16, 1998, at about 12:00 p.m. eastern
daylight time, a combat-equipped unit consisting
of about 200 Marines from the 22nd Marine
Expeditionary Unit and 10 Navy SEALS was
deployed to Albania to provide security to the
embassy compound at the Rilindja Ridge site.
These personnel were deployed from ships that
were already in the Adriatic Sea region pre-
paring for an amphibious NATO military exer-
cise, which was scheduled for August 17-22,

1998. As of August 17, 1998, all personnel from
this unit except for 50 Marines have returned
to their ships to participate in the previously
scheduled NATO exercise. United States Armed
Forces personnel will continue to augment secu-
rity at the Rilindja Ridge compound until it is
determined that the additional security support
is unnecessary.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I appre-
ciate the support of the Congress in this action
to assist in embassy security and the security
of American citizens overseas.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Additional Sanctions Under the
National Emergency With Respect to Angola (UNITA)

August 18, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 204(b) of the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C.
1703(b), I hereby report to the Congress that
I have exercised my statutory authority to take
additional steps with respect to the actions and
policies of the National Union for the Total
Independence of Angola (UNITA) and the na-
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tional emergency declared in Executive Order
12865.

The circumstances that led to the declaration
on September 26, 1993, of a national emergency
have not been resolved. The actions and policies
of UNITA continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States. United Nations Security Council
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Resolution 864 (1993) imposed prohibitions
against the sale of weapons, military materiel,
and petroleum products to UNITA. United Na-
tions Security Council Resolutions 1127 of Au-
gust 28, 1997, and 1130 of September 29, 1997,
imposed additional sanctions against UNITA due
to the serious difficulties in the Angolan peace
process resulting from delays by UNITA in the
implementation of its essential obligations as es-
tablished by the Lusaka Peace Protocol of No-
vember 20, 1994.

Recently, the United Nations Security Council
acted to impose additional sanctions in response
to UNITA’s failure to comply with its obligations
under the Lusaka Peace Protocol, which has
jeopardized the return of peace to Angola.
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
1173 of June 12, 1998, and 1176 of June 24,
1998, responded in particular to UNITA’s con-
tinued refusal to allow the Government of An-
gola to establish state administration over four
towns that remain under UNITA’s control.
These resolutions demand UNITA’s compliance
with its obligations under the Lusaka Peace Pro-
tocol, including demilitarization of all its forces,
and full cooperation in the process of allowing
the Government of Angola to extend its author-
ity throughout Angola.

Accordingly, and pursuant to the require-
ments of United Nations Security Council Reso-
lutions 1173 and 1176, I have exercised my stat-
utory authority and issued an Executive order
which: (1) blocks property and property interests
(within the United States or within the posses-
sion or control of United States persons) of
UNITA, and of designated senior officials of
UNITA and adult members of their immediate
families; (2) prohibits the importation into the
United States of all diamonds exported from
Angola that are not controlled by a Certificate
of Origin regime of the Government of Angola;
(3) prohibits the sale or supply to Angola from
the United States or by United States persons,
except through designated points of entry, of
motorized vehicles, watercraft, and spare parts
for the foregoing, and equipment used in min-
ing, regardless of origin; and (4) prohibits the
sale or supply to Angola from the United States
or by United States persons of mining services
or of ground or waterborne transportation serv-
ices, regardless of origin, to persons in UNITA-
held territory. The order also prohibits any
transaction by a United States person, or within

the United States, that evades or avoids, or has
the purpose of evading or avoiding, or attempts
to violate, any of the prohibitions set forth in
the order.

In furtherance of the goals of United Nations
Security Council Resolutions 1173 and 1176,
and of the foreign policy interests of the United
States, the order makes explicit that exemptions
from the prohibitions that it imposes may be
authorized for medical and humanitarian pur-
poses.

The order defines UNITA to include: (1) the
National Union for the Total Independence of
Angola; (2) the Armed Forces for the Liberation
of Angola (FALA); and (3) any person acting
or purporting to act for or on behalf of the
foregoing, including the Center for Democracy
in Angola (CEDA).

The measures taken in the order will imme-
diately demonstrate to UNITA the seriousness
of our concern over its delays in implementing
the peace process. The blocking of UNITA’s
property and the other prohibitions imposed
under this Executive order will further limit
UNITA’s capacity to pay for its military build-
up and to undermine the peace process. It is
particularly important for the United States and
the international community to demonstrate to
UNITA the necessity of completing the peace
process in Angola.

When UNITA fully complies with its obliga-
tions and completes its transition from an armed
movement to an unarmed political party, the
United States will support measures lifting these
sanctions.

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive order
I have issued. The order is effective at 12:01
a.m., eastern daylight time on August 19, 1998.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NoOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on August 19. The Executive order of Au-
gust 18 is listed in Appendix D at the end of this
volume.

1459



		Superintendent of Documents
	2022-01-26T12:09:24-0500
	Government Publishing Office, Washington, DC 20401
	Government Publishing Office
	Government Publishing Office attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by Government Publishing Office




