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in the Pacific off Big Sur because that was
where he had met his beloved wife.

What one classmate said to me of his friend
today we can say of all of them: They were
what America is all about.

We also remember today the Kenyans and
Tanzanians who have suffered great loss. We
are grateful for your loved ones who worked
alongside us in our Embassies. And we are
grateful for your extraordinary efforts in great
pain in the wake of this tragedy. We pray for
the speedy recovery of all the injured, Ameri-
cans and Africans alike.

No matter what it takes, we must find those
responsible for these evil acts and see that jus-
tice is done. There may be more hard road
ahead, for terrorists target America because we
act and stand for peace and democracy, because
the spirit of our country is the very spirit of
freedom. It is the burden of our history and
the bright hope of the world’s future.

We must honor the memory of those we
mourn today by pressing the cause of freedom
and justice for which they lived. We must con-
tinue to stand strong for freedom on every con-
tinent. America will not retreat from the world
and all its promise, nor shrink from our respon-
sibility to stand against terror and with the

Statement on Signing the Biomaterials

August 13, 1998

I am pleased to sign today the Biomaterials
Access Assurance Act of 1998, which should
help to ensure the continued availability of life-
saving and life-enhancing medical devices. The
bill protects certain raw materials and parts sup-
pliers from liability for harm caused by a med-
ical implant. Congress heard evidence that these
biomaterials suppliers are increasingly unwilling
to sell their goods to implant manufacturers.
Although these suppliers have never been found
liable, they fear that their costs to defend them-
selves, if dragged into litigation over the medical
device, would far outweigh the profits they
would earn from supplying the raw materials.
But without those materials, Americans would

friends of freedom everywhere. We owe it to
those we honor today.

As it is written: “Their righteous deeds have
not been forgotten. Their glory will not be blot-
ted out. Their bodies were buried in peace,
but their names shall live forever.”
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May they find peace in the warm embrace
of God. And may God give peace to those who
loved them, and bless their beloved country.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. at Hang-
ar 3. The transcript released by the Office of the
Press Secretary also included the remarks of Sec-
retary of Defense William S. Cohen and Secretary
of State Madeleine K. Albright.

Access Assurance Act of 1998

have to live without the heart valves, jaw im-
plants, artificial hips, and other medical devices
(including many not yet imagined) that can help
the victims of disease and injury stay alive or
improve the quality of their lives.

This bill addresses concerns that I raised,
when I vetoed the product liability bill in 1996,
about that bill’s biomaterials provision. This bill
is very narrowly crafted to accomplish its specific
objective—maintaining the supply of biomate-
rials.

Note: H.R. 872, approved August 13, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105-230.
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