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Five years ago this month I presented to the
Congress the economic plan that began the re-
covery of this country by driving the deficit
down, driving interest rates down, driving invest-
ment up. The Republicans attacked it, character-
ized it unfairly as a tax increase on the whole
American people, said it would be a disaster.
And not a single, solitary Republican—after they
have quadrupled the debt in 4 years—would
step forward to vote for that plan. It passed
by one vote in the House, one vote in the Sen-
ate. If one person had failed to be there, then
the thing that set this whole recovery in motion
would not have occurred.

Barbara Boxer won by about 47 percent of
the vote in 1992. She could have taken a powder
because she didn’t have a majority going in.
And she stood 7 feet tall and walked down the
aisle and voted for the economic plan that we
are now celebrating the consequences of in Cali-
fornia and all over America. For that vote alone,
I believe she deserves to be reelected in No-
vember, and I hope you will help her.

So let me ask you to go out here and talk
about these things, talk about the issues that
are on the ballot, talk about these candidates.
You’ve given a much bigger bullhorn to Gray
Davis by your contributions tonight, and that’s
very important. But it’s important that the peo-
ple you come in contact with, many of whom
influence a lot of other people, understand that
this is not a time for sitting around, because
the world is changing too fast.

Let me just ask you this. If somebody told
you 5 years ago when I became President—
51⁄2 years ago—that over the next 51⁄2 years
America will become the strongest economy in
the world with the strongest economy in a gen-
eration here, and meanwhile the Japanese stock
market will lose one-half of its value and Japan
will not grow for 5 years, you would not have
believed that, I bet. But that happened. I say
that not to criticize the Japanese—they’re a very

great people; they’re brilliant; they’re rich;
they’re strong; they’re smart; and they’ll be
back—but to show you that you can never afford
just to relax and stay with the established order
of things. We have to keep doing what got us
here.

When Hillary agreed to take over this celebra-
tion of the Millennium Project, she came up
with this theme, ‘‘Honoring the past, and imag-
ining the future.’’ In a dynamic time, that’s what
we all have to do. Gray talked about honoring
the past by doing the right things for the future.
And that’s what we represent.

If you look at the whole history of the coun-
try—Gray talked about ‘‘Saving Private Ryan.’’
I told him one of my favorite parts of that
movie was George Marshall reading Abraham
Lincoln’s letter to Mrs. Bixby, which I used
to read every Memorial Day, because it captures
what America is all about.

But I believe that the party I’m a part of
and the candidates I’m supporting and the work
we’re trying to do embody the best of our past
and the best hope for the future. Because what
are we trying to do? We’re trying to widen the
circle of opportunity, deepen the reach of our
freedom, strengthen the bonds of our commu-
nity.

You’ve helped us to do that tonight. I hope
tomorrow when you wake up you’ll be proud
you were here tonight. And I hope you’ll want
to talk to others about why we should not relax,
we should thank God for the blessings we enjoy
and do our best to preserve and spread them.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 p.m. at a pri-
vate residence. In his remarks, he referred to din-
ner hosts Jeffrey and Marilyn Katzenberg; film di-
rector Rob Reiner, founder, I Am Your Child
campaign; and Mario Cuomo, former New York
Governor.

Statement on Signing the Emergency Farm Financial Relief Act
August 12, 1998

Today I am signing into law S. 2344, the
‘‘Emergency Farm Financial Relief Act,’’ which
will allow farmers to receive their market transi-

tion payments earlier than usual. This legislation
is necessary in a year marked by low crop prices,
a series of natural disasters, and other financial
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strains in agricultural markets. By speeding up
these payments, this law will help many rural
American communities and farm families, par-
ticularly those facing financial pressures through
no fault of their own. Secretary of Agriculture
Glickman proposed this idea earlier this year,
and I am pleased that the Congress has moved
forward on it. However, this legislation fails to
provide any additional direct Federal income
support payments; it simply accelerates them.
We must take further action to provide a proper
safety net for family farmers during this difficult
year.

There is more we can do. Earlier this month,
the Department of Agriculture purchased
535,000 tons of wheat for donation to hungry
people overseas, the first step in the plan I
announced in July to purchase more than 80
million bushels of American wheat and wheat
flour. This will help strengthen crop prices and
meet humanitarian needs abroad. I have also
urged the Congress to move forward on the
proposal of Senators Dorgan and Conrad to pro-
vide at least $500 million in emergency assist-
ance to farmers who have been hit hard by
natural disasters and low prices. Such emergency
legislation would provide a supplemental crop
insurance benefit to producers with multiple-
year losses, compensate farmers whose crop and
pasture land has been flooded, and provide
emergency feed assistance to livestock producers
suffering from drought. The Dorgan/Conrad
proposal has already passed the Senate, and I

urge the full Congress to approve their amend-
ment and send it to me for signature so we
can give hard-pressed farmers the relief they
deserve as soon as possible.

Moreover, Secretary Glickman and I have
challenged the Congress to improve the farm
safety net in a number of very specific ways.
Our proposals would extend the term of mar-
keting assistance loans; give farmers real flexi-
bility in planting by allowing them to insure
new and different crops; make credit more
widely available and modify the ‘‘one strike’’ pol-
icy for farmers who had a debt write-down; use
leftover Export Enhancement Program funds in
future years for food aid and other purposes;
let farmers use USDA-guaranteed operating
loans to refinance; and expand and improve crop
insurance. Finally, the Congress must also end
its delay on funding for the International Mone-
tary Fund so that we can help stabilize the
markets in Asia that are such important cus-
tomers for our farm exports.

These are tough times for many American
farmers. We must continue to look for ways
to help our farm communities get through them.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
August 12, 1998.

NOTE: S. 2344, approved August 12, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–228.

Memorandum on Assistance for Federal Employees Affected by the
Embassy Bombings in Kenya and Tanzania
August 12, 1998

Memorandum for the Heads of Executive
Departments and Agencies

Subject: Assistance for Federal Employees
Affected by the Bombings at U.S. Embassies
in Kenya and Tanzania

I am deeply saddened by the loss of life and
suffering caused by the bombings of the U.S.
embassies in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam,
Tanzania. I convey my deepest sympathy and
heartfelt sorrow to those affected by these
senseless acts of violence. The Federal Govern-

ment is committed to assist employees and their
families in responding to this tragedy.

As part of this effort, I ask the heads of exec-
utive departments and agencies having Federal
civilian employees affected by the bombings (in-
cluding Foreign Service National employees) to
excuse from duty, without charge to leave or
loss of pay, any such employee who is prevented
from reporting to work or faced with a personal
emergency because of the bombings and who
can be spared from his or her usual responsibil-
ities. This policy should also be applied to any
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