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Charles Rangel has helped us to do. That's why
I hope you are here.

And T would implore you to go out of here
with a great deal of pride and energy and deter-
mination. And when somebody asks you, “Why
did you go to that Democratic fundraiser? you
can say, “Because I'm for saving Social Security
and Medicare for the 21st century; because I'm
going to keep working until our schools are the
best in the world; because I want American
health care to be affordable and available and
quality for all of our citizens; because I want
to grow the economy and preserve the environ-
ment; because I want us to be one America,
across all the lines that divide us; and because

I still believe our best days are ahead as long
as we're willing to stand up against the terrorists
and stand up for freedom.”

Thank you, and God bless you.

NotE: The President spoke at 8:35 p.m. in the
Atrium at the Chicago Historical Society. In his
remarks, he referred to Steve Grossman, national
chair, Democratic National Committee; Mayor
Richard M. Daley of Chicago; Representative
Glenn Poshard, Democratic candidate for Gov-
ernor of Illinois, and his Republican opponent,
George H. Ryan, Illinois secretary of state; and
Mario Cuomo, former Governor of New York.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on the Deployment of United
States Forces in Response to the Embassy Bombings in Kenya and

Tanzania
August 10, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)

On August 7, 1998, two bombs exploded
about five minutes apart at the U.S. Embassies
in Nairobi, Kenya, and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.
A number of American citizens were killed or
wounded, and the embassies suffered extensive
damage. Department of State officials requested
immediate medical, security, and disaster re-
sponse assistance from the Department of De-
fense.

On August 7, 1998, a Joint Task Force of
U.S. military personnel from U.S. Central Com-
mand deployed to Nairobi to coordinate the
medical and disaster response assistance arriving
in Kenya and Tanzania. In addition, on August
8, 1998, teams of approximately 50-100 security
personnel each arrived in Nairobi and Dar es
Salaam. These teams will enhance the ability
of the United States to ensure the security of
the American Embassies and American citizens
in these countries.

The U.S. forces comprising the Joint Task
Force and the medical and security assistance
come primarily from elements of the U.S. Cen-
tral and U.S. European Commands. Other ele-
ments are U.S.-based units. Each of the armed
services is represented. Although U.S. forces are
equipped for combat, this movement is being

undertaken solely for the purpose of enhancing
embassy security and ensuring the security of
American citizens. United States forces will re-
deploy as soon as the additional security support
is determined to be unnecessary.

I have taken this action pursuant to my con-
stitutional authority to conduct U.S. foreign rela-
tions and as Commander in Chief and Chief
Executive.

I am providing this report as part of my ef-
forts to keep the Congress fully informed, con-
sistent with the War Powers Resolution. I appre-
ciate the support of the Congress in this action
to assist in embassy security and the security
of American citizens overseas.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM |. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Strom Thurmond, President pro tempore of
the Senate. This letter was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on August 11.
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