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Officers. The transcript released by the Office of
the Press Secretary also included the remarks of
James Brady. The Brady Handgun Violence Pre-

vention Act, title I of Public Law 103–159, was
approved November 30, 1993.

Statement on House Action on the Executive Order on Prohibiting
Discrimination Based on Sexual Orientation in the Federal Civilian Work
Force
August 6, 1998

I am gratified that the House has defeated
an attempt to overturn my Executive order pro-
viding a uniform policy to prohibit discrimina-
tion based on sexual orientation in the Federal
civilian work force.

This vote reflected the values of our Nation.
The American people believe in fairness, not
discrimination, and the Hefley amendment
would have legitimized Government-sponsored
discrimination against its own citizens based on
their sexual orientation.

It has always been the practice of this admin-
istration to prohibit employment discrimination
in the Federal civilian work force based on sex-
ual orientation. Most Federal agencies and de-
partments have taken actions to memorialize

that policy. The Executive order does no more
than make that policy uniform across the Fed-
eral Government. It does not authorize affirma-
tive action or preferences or special rights for
anyone.

The Executive order reflects this administra-
tion’s firm commitment that the Federal Gov-
ernment make employment-related decisions in
the civilian work force based on individual abil-
ity and not on sexual orientation.

NOTE: Executive Order 13087 of May 28 on equal
employment opportunity in the Federal Govern-
ment was published in the Federal Register at 63
FR 30097.

Remarks to the White House Conference on Building Economic Self-
Determination in Indian Communities
August 6, 1998

The President. Thank you. Thank you for the
wonderful welcome. Thank you for the song.
Thank you, Dominic, for giving us a picture
of opportunity and hope for the future. I’m very
glad that you’re not only a good student but
a good entrepreneur and a good promoter.
Dominic was kind enough to give me one of
his bracelets before I came out. [Laughter] So
I’m his latest walking advertisement, and I’m
glad to shill for him. [Laughter]

I would like to thank the members of the
administration, the 15 agencies that have come
together with the White House to sponsor this
conference. I thank Secretary Daley, Secretary
Riley, Secretary Glickman, Small Business Ad-
ministrator Aida Alvarez, who are here. I’d like

to thank Deputy Assistant Secretary Michael An-
derson, Kevin Gover, Mark Van Norman, Angela
Hammond, and two young people on our staff,
Julie Fernandes and Mary Smith, who work with
Mickey Ibarra and Lynn Cutler; all of them
worked very hard on this conference. I thank
them.

I’m proud to be here with Chief Marge An-
derson, Governor Walter Dasheno, Chief Joyce
Dugan, Chairman Frank Ettawageshik, Chair-
man Roland Harris, Chairwoman Kathryn Har-
rison, President Ivan Makil, Governor Mary
Thomas, Chairman Brian Wallace, President
John Yellow Bird Steele. I thank all of you.

I have looked forward to this day for quite
a long time. The Iroquois teach us that every
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