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Statement on House Action on the Census Amendment
August 5, 1998

I am very disappointed that the House failed
to adopt an amendment to the FY ’99 Com-
merce-Justice-State appropriations bill that
would have removed onerous restrictions on the
Census Bureau’s plan for the decennial census.
By failing to adopt this amendment, the House
is undermining the Census Bureau’s ability to
plan and conduct an accurate decennial census.

To ensure a fair and accurate count, my ad-
ministration has supported the 2000 census plan,
developed by the experts at the Census Bureau,
that was based upon recommendations by the
National Academy of Sciences. It is a plan that
will correct the inaccuracies of the 1990 census,

which missed millions of Americans and dis-
proportionately undercounted children, minori-
ties, and residents in urban and rural commu-
nities. This is the first census of the 21st cen-
tury, and we must ensure that the census, the
single most important source of information
about the American people, is accurate.

Congress must remove these restrictions. It
is critically important that the Census Bureau
have the funding it needs to implement its 2000
census plan, a plan that will produce the most
accurate census in history using the best, most
up-to-date scientific methods.

Remarks at a Unity ’98 Dinner
August 5, 1998

Thank you. I know you need a stretch, but
it’s going on too long. [Laughter]

Let me just say the most important words
I can say: Thank you. Thank you for your sup-
port for me and for our administration and for
our candidates for Senate and Congress and for
the whole concept of this Unity campaign.
Thank you, Representative Pelosi and Leader
Gephardt and Senator Torricelli and Steve
Grossman, all dedicated Democrats, all dedi-
cated Americans.

Thank you, Mr. Vice President, for the won-
derful work that you have done in so many
ways, and everything that we’ve done together
in the last 51⁄2 years.

In 1996, when the American people were
good enough to give the Vice President and
me another term and made me the first Demo-
cratic President in 60 years, since Franklin Roo-
sevelt in 1936, to be reelected, we picked up
some seats in the House. And if we had picked
up a few more, we would have won the House.
There was, I think, one overwhelming reason:
In the last 10 days, even though we had the
issues and the direction, we were outspent in
the 20 closest districts 41⁄2 to one.

But we did begin this Unity concept a little
too late, but it still did very well. All of our

contributors liked it because all three commit-
tees weren’t asking at the same time to give
money or raise it. But it was the right thing
to do, because we could work on helping par-
ticular candidates, targeting particular States,
going after particular constituencies, getting our
turnout up.

This year we’re trying to go sooner and do
more. And I cannot say enough for what I be-
lieve is the vision of the leaders of the House,
the Senate, and the Democratic Committee for
doing this early and doing it together and in
good faith with a good heart. The Vice President
and I and the First Lady and Tipper, we’re
all committed to making this work.

The Vice President gave that wonderful por-
trait of what’s happened the last 6 years through
chapter 6. Chapter 7 is, we win if we do the
right things; if we do the right things, we win.

Hillary came up with this great motto for
the millennial celebration we’re going to have
on New Year’s Eve 1999–2000 and between now
and then: ‘‘Honor the past; imagine the future.’’
And we started out a couple of weeks ago hon-
oring the past by announcing grants by private
citizens to help us save the Star-Spangled Ban-
ner. It’s hard to think of anything that embodies
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