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Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the Corporation for
Public Broadcasting
July 29, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the Public Broadcasting

Act of 1967, as amended (47 U.S.C. 396(i)),
I transmit herewith the Annual Report of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) for
Fiscal Year 1997 and the Inventory of the Fed-
eral Funds Distributed to Public Telecommuni-
cations Entities by Federal Departments and
Agencies: Fiscal Year 1997.

Thirty years following the establishment of the
Corporation for Public Broadcasting, the Con-
gress can take great pride in its creation. During
these 30 years, the American public has been

educated, inspired, and enriched by the pro-
grams and services made possible by this invest-
ment.

The need for and the accomplishments of this
national network of knowledge have never been
more apparent, and as the attached 1997 annual
CPB report indicates, by ‘‘Going Digital,’’ public
broadcasting will have an ever greater capacity
for fulfilling its mission.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
July 29, 1998.

Remarks at the American Heritage Rivers Designation Signing Ceremony
in Ashe County, North Carolina
July 30, 1998

The President. Thank you. Thank you so
much. Thank you for the warm welcome. Thank
you for being here. Thank you, Sheila Morgan.
Didn’t she do a good job? [Applause]

I want to——
Audience member. We love you, Mr. Presi-

dent!
The President. Thank you, ma’am. [Laughter]
I want to thank all of you. I want to especially

thank my good friend Governor Hunt, America’s
premier and senior Governor on so many issues
and especially the education of our children.
He’s done a wonderful job for you.

I want to thank Congressman Burr for his
statement, his commitment, his support of this
project, and proving once again that at its best,
America’s commitment to our natural environ-
ment and our children’s future is a bipartisan
effort. I want to thank Congressman Rahall, my
good friend from West Virginia, for reminding
us that Virginia and West Virginia are also a
part of the New River designation and very
proud of it.

I thank Chair of the Federal Advisory Com-
mission, Dayton Duncan, and the other mem-
bers who are here today; the chair of the Amer-
ican Heritage River Alliance, Peter Stroh. I

think the North Carolina poet laureate, Fred
Chappell, is here, and I thank him for coming;
I hope he’ll write a poem about this. I want
to say to Chairman Yeats and Mayors Baldwin,
Brown, and Hightower, we’re glad to be here
in your neighborhood.

I would like to say a special word of thanks
to the Vice President, for the magnificent record
he has established in protecting our environment
and in so many other areas of our national life,
and to my great good friend Erskine Bowles,
perhaps the most effective Chief of Staff any
President ever had, and a relentless promoter
of North Carolina and the New River. I think
the Vice President would agree with me when
I say, on October 1st we will close our books
on the old budget year and open our books
on the new one, and for the first time in 29
long years America is going to have a balanced
budget and a surplus, thanks in no small meas-
ure to Erskine Bowles’ leadership.

I want to thank all the people who made
this day possible, the young people, the River
Builders; I thank the young AmeriCorps volun-
teers who are here. I thank all the older people
who also worked hard. I don’t know how in
the world you all got this place outfitted for
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