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for taking huge numbers of children out of
bondage and putting them back in school. Some
people still view children as little more than
a material asset. They are us, as children, and
they are our future and the future of the world.

When he came to the White House to be
honored as our National Teacher of the Year,
Philip Bigler said, ‘‘To be a teacher is to be
forever an optimist.’’ I thank you for your
unshakeable optimism. I ask you not only to
be vigorous in the classroom but vigorous as
citizens. You must not stop until every political
leader with any political influence, in any polit-
ical party, in any nation, knows that this is some-
thing that has to be lifted above political par-
tisanship. This is something that ought to be
beyond all debate.

If you understand how the world is going
to work tomorrow and you have any concern
about the integrity and the richness of the
human spirit in every child, then all of us must
join hands to help you succeed in giving all
those children the tomorrows they deserve.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:31 a.m. at the
Washington Hilton. In his remarks, he referred
to Mary Hatwood Futrell, president, Education
International; Robert Chase, president, National
Education Association; Sandra Feldman, presi-
dent, American Federation of Teachers; and Al-
bert Shanker Education Award recipient Dr.
Shantha Sinha, secretary trustee, M.
Venkatarangaiya Foundation, Andhra Pradesh,
India.

Statement on Signing the National Science Foundation Authorization Act
of 1998
July 29, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
1273, the ‘‘National Science Foundation Author-
ization Act of 1998.’’

Science, engineering, and technology are po-
tent forces for progress and achievement. Over
the past century, advances in science and tech-
nology have driven much of our economic
growth and shaped the lives of every generation
of Americans in previously unimaginable ways.
As we approach the 21st Century, many of our
society’s expectations for a better future are de-
pendent upon advances in science and tech-
nology.

The science and engineering investments
made by the National Science Foundation
(NSF) will create new knowledge, spur innova-
tions, foster future breakthroughs, and provide
cutting-edge research facilities to help power
our Nation in the next century. These invest-
ments will help secure the continued prosperity
of our economy, improvements in health care
and our standards of living, and better education
and training for America’s students and workers.

This Act will enable the NSF to continue
to play an important leadership role in sustaining
scientific and technological progress. I am
pleased to note that the appropriation authoriza-

tion levels in H.R. 1273 are the same as pro-
posed in my FY 1999 Budget, and I urge that
these amounts be appropriated. The proposed
funding for the NSF is part of my Administra-
tion’s broader, aggressive agenda for science and
technology investments throughout the Federal
Government, which includes the NSF’s partici-
pation in the Global Observations to Benefit
the Environment Initiative, the Partnership for
a New Generation of Vehicles Program, and the
Education and Training Technology Initiative.
I especially commend the Congress for author-
izing the NSF’s participation in the Next Gen-
eration Internet Program. This multi-agency
program will push the frontiers of computation
and communications and help fuel the revolu-
tion in information technology.

I want to acknowledge the bipartisan efforts
in the House and the Senate that produced this
important legislation and, in particular, remem-
ber the contributions of the late Steve Schiff
of New Mexico, Chairman of the House Basic
Research Subcommittee. Throughout his life
and career, Steve Schiff dedicated his time and
talents to make life better for the people of
New Mexico and for this fellow Americans.
Even as he waged his final courageous battle
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against cancer, he continued his efforts to make
life better for families across this country. This
Act is just one piece of his legacy and dem-
onstrates how the Congress and the Administra-
tion can work together to help continue U.S.
leadership in science and technology. I am
pleased to sign it into law.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

July 29, 1998.

NOTE: H.R. 1273, approved July 29, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–207.

Statement on Signing the Homeowners Protection Act of 1998
July 29, 1998

Today I am pleased to sign into law S. 318,
the Homeowners Protection Act, which will save
many American families thousands of dollars
over the lifetime of their home mortgages. This
bill will enable homeowners to cancel private
mortgage insurance (‘‘PMI’’) that they no longer
need and make sure they receive full disclosure
of their right to cancel.

Mortgage insurance has helped expand home-
ownership by allowing homeowners to make
lower downpayments. But far too many home-
owners continue to pay for mortgage insurance
long after they have built enough equity so that
the lender has little risk of loss. This bill would
address that problem by making sure that home-
owners have the right to cancel PMI, or by
making that cancellation automatic, when home-

owners build up enough equity in their homes.
For a family that buys a $160,000 home, this
bill would ensure savings of $1,600 if they do
not move or refinance for 15 years.

Since I took office, homeownership has
climbed to its highest rate in American history.
But now is not a time to rest. I have set a
national goal of helping 8 million new families
move into homes of their own by the year 2000.
Lowering the cost of homeownership is one
more way we are helping America’s working
families. That is why I am pleased to sign this
homeowner- and consumer-friendly legislation.

NOTE: S. 318, approved July 29, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–216.

Statement on the Death of Jerome Robbins
July 29, 1998

Hillary and I are deeply saddened to learn
of the death of Jerome Robbins. Like so many
Americans, our lives were enriched immeas-
urably by his artistic genius. Through his bril-
liant choreography, he brought the joy and pas-
sion of the human experience to millions, lifting

American theater and dance to new heights. And
in the treasury of timeless masterpieces he
leaves behind—from ‘‘Fancy Free’’ and ‘‘On the
Town’’ to ‘‘West Side Story’’ and ‘‘Fiddler on
the Roof ’’—his creative spirit will live forever.
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