AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

July 27 / Administration of William |. Clinton, 1998

somewhere in New Mexico who might get sick,
whose family doesn’t have any health insurance.

So it is not enough, as important as it is,
for you to make the right decisions for Senator
and Congress and for President in the year
2000. It really matters to the shape of your
children’s future who the Governor of this State
is. It matters who the Lieutenant Governor is.
It matters if they have an approach that is con-
sistent with your values and if they really care
about how youre going to live in this great
new 21st century.

So I'm proud to be here because New Mexico
has done a lot for me and for my family and

for our administration. But New Mexico should
now do itself a favor and elect this great ticket.
Thank you, and God bless you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at approximately 2:35
p-m. in the Regal and Registry Room at the Sher-
aton Uptown Hotel. In his remarks, he referred
to Mr. Chavez’s wife, Margaret; Diane Denish,
candidate for Lieutenant Governor, and her hus-
band, Herb; Mayor Jim Baca of Albuquerque;
Raymond G. Sanchez, speaker, New Mexico
House of Representatives; and Shirley Baca, Tom
Udall, and Phillip Maloof, candidates for New
Mexico’s Second, Third, and First Congressional
Districts, respectively.

Remarks at the Congressional Tribute Honoring Officer Jacob ]. Chestnut

and Detective John M. Gibson
July 28, 1998

To the Chestnut and Gibson families and my
fellow Americans:

The Bible defines a good life thusly: “To love
justice, to do mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God.” Officer J.J. Chestnut and Detective
John Gibson loved justice. The story of what
they did here on Friday in the line of duty
is already a legend. It is fitting that we gather
here to honor these two American heroes, here
in this hallowed chamber that has known so
many heroes, in this Capitol they gave their
lives to defend.

And we thank their families for enduring the
pain and extra burden of joining us here today.
For they remind us that what makes our democ-
racy strong is not only what Congress may enact
or a President may achieve; even more, it is
the countless individual citizens who live our
ideals out every day, the innumerable acts of
heroism that go unnoticed, and especially, it is
the quiet courage and uncommon bravery of
Americans like ].J. Chestnut and John Gibson
and, indeed, every one of the 81 police officers
who just this year have given their lives to en-
sure our domestic tranquility.

John Gibson and J.J. Chestnut also did mercy
in giving their lives to save the lives of their
fellow citizens. We honor them today, and in
so doing, we honor also the hundreds of thou-
sands of other officers, including all of their
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comrades, who stand ready every day to do the
same. They make it seem so ordinary, so ex-
pected, asking for no awards or acknowledg-
ment, that most of us do not always appre-
ciate—indeed, most of the time we do not even
see—their daily sacrifice. Until crisis reveals
their courage, we do not see how truly special
they are. And so they walked humbly.

To the Gibsons, to Lyn, Kristen, Jack, and
Danny; to the Chestnuts, Wenling, Joseph,
Janece, Janet, Karen, and William; to the par-
ents, the brothers, the siblings, the friends here,
you always knew that John and J.J. were special.
Now the whole world knows as well.

Today we mourn their loss, and we celebrate
their lives. Our words are such poor replace-
ments for the joys of family and friends, the
turning of the seasons, the rhythms of normal
life that should rightfully have been theirs. But
we offer them to you from a grateful Nation,
profoundly grateful that in doing their duty, they
saved lives; they consecrated this house of free-
dom; and they fulfilled our Lord’s definition of
a good life. They loved justice. They did mercy.
Now and forever, they walk humbly with their
God.

NoTE: The President spoke at 3:30 p.m. in the
United States Capitol Rotunda. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also
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included the remarks of Vice President Al Gore.
Officer Chestnut and Detective Gibson died as

a result of gunshot wounds suffered during an at-
tack at the Capitol on July 24.

Statement on the Resolution of the United Auto Workers Strike at

General Motors
July 28, 1998

I am pleased that the United Auto Workers
and General Motors have resolved their dif-
ferences today. Getting GM back to work is
a win-win solution—a victory for the company
and its employees and a victory for all Ameri-
cans. It also shows that the collective bargaining
process works. American companies can remain
competitive in the world economy while pro-

viding good jobs and good benefits for their
employees.

I would like to thank Secretary of Labor Alex-
is Herman, who worked night and day behind
the scenes to keep both parties working toward
a resolution. She and her team deserve a great
deal of credit for their patience and determina-
tion in the effort to help bring this dispute to
a close.

Statement on Expanding the Executive Order on Proliferation of Weapons

of Mass Destruction
July 28, 1998

Today I am expanding existing Executive
order authority to enhance America’s ability to
deal with one of the toughest security challenges
we face: the spread of weapons of mass destruc-
tion and missiles to deliver such weapons.

Two weeks ago, the Russian Government an-
nounced it was investigating a number of Rus-
sian entities suspected of violating weapons of
mass destruction export control provisions.

Today’s Executive order amendment will
allow us to respond more effectively to evidence
that foreign entities around the world, such as
these Russian entities, have assisted in the trans-
fer of dangerous weapons and weapons tech-
nologies. The United States will use the amend-
ed Executive order, along with other existing
authorities, to bar assistance to seven of the
entities identified by Russia, as well as to bar
exports to and imports from these entities.

The new Executive order amends Executive
Order 12938, issued in 1994, in key respects:

—The amended E.O. addresses not only
transfers of chemical and biological weap-
ons, as provided in the original E.O., but

also nuclear weapons and missiles capable
of delivering weapons of mass destruction;

—The amended E.O. imposes penalties not
only where a transfer has been carried out,
as provided in the original E.O., but also
in the event of an attempt to transfer;

—The amended E.O. expressly expands the
range of potential penalties on entities that
have contributed to proliferation. Penalties
include prohibition of U.S. Government as-
sistance to the entity and prohibition of im-
ports into the U.S., or U.S. Government
procurement of goods, technology, and
services.

The amended E.O. ensures that our Govern-
ment has the necessary flexibility in deciding
when and to what extent to impose penalties.
In the fight to stem the spread of dangerous
weaponry, we must be resourceful and focus
on doing what works. Being able to offer both
incentives and disincentives enhances our capac-
ity to deal with these threats. I will continue
to work with Congress to ensure that America’s
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