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and the public to search through industry docu-
ments. The bipartisan comprehensive tobacco
legislation recently considered in the Senate
contained strong provisions for public disclosure
of tobacco industry documents. While I will con-
tinue to fight to enact comprehensive tobacco
legislation, I am determined to move forward
to protect America’s children from tobacco.

Therefore, I hereby direct you, working with
the Attorney General, the States, public health
professionals, librarians, and other concerned
Americans, to report back to me in 90 days
with a plan to make the tobacco industry docu-
ments more readily accessible to the public
health community, the scientific community, the
States, and the public at large. This plan should:

(1) Propose a method for coordinating review
of the documents and making available an easily
searchable index and/or digest of the reviewed
documents.

(2) Propose a plan to disseminate widely the
index and/or digest as well as the documents

themselves, including expanded use of the Inter-
net.

(3) Provide a strategy for coordinating a broad
public and private review and analysis of the
documents to gain critical public health informa-
tion. Issues to be considered as part of this
analysis include: nicotine addiction and pharma-
cology; biomedical research, including ingredient
safety; product design; and youth marketing
strategies.

To help ensure greater access to these docu-
ments, the Department of Justice plans to file
an amicus brief in the trial court in support
of the State of Minnesota’s motion to unseal
the industry-created 4–A index.

I remain committed to using every power of
my office to protect children from the dangers
of tobacco. Through these actions, we can use
the industry’s darkest secrets to save a new gen-
eration of children from this deadly habit.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Remarks on Arrival at Little Rock Air Force Base in Jacksonville, Arkansas
July 17, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you very much,
General. First let me say I am delighted to
be back home. I’m glad to be with your Con-
gressman, Vic Snyder, and our Secretary of
Transportation, Rodney Slater. They’re doing a
great job for you. Mr. Mayor, thank you for
coming out to make me welcome, and thank
all of you for coming out.

I want to spend most of my time just saying
hello to people in the crowd, but let me just
make a couple of points. First of all, I am so
grateful to the people of Arkansas for all that
you did to give me a chance to serve as Presi-
dent. And I hope you take a certain amount
of personal pride in the role you played when
you read every day the news of our country’s
progress.

I’m very grateful that I had a chance to serve
in a time when, working together, we’ve got
the lowest crime rate in 25 years, the lowest
unemployment rate in 28 years, the first bal-
anced budget in 29 years, the lowest welfare
rolls in 29 years, the lowest inflation rate in
32 years, and the highest homeownership in the

history of America. I’m proud of that. You
should be proud of that.

I’m also very, very proud of the work that
America is doing, and the role that the people
who serve at this base have in it, in advancing
peace and freedom and prosperity and security
around the world. And I know you have some
folks overseas right now doing important mis-
sions; we thank them for that.

I also want you to know that I consider the
training mission of this base vital, and I’m very
pleased with the Air Force report, which has
been embraced by the Defense Department, to
continue the important mission of the base here,
and I will support that. I know you will too.
Thank you for what you do every day.

Now let me say, one of the things that the
President cannot do anything about, at least in
the short run, is the heat. [Laughter] So I think
it’s time to stop the speeches and start the
greeting, so you can get out of here before
anything too bad happens.

But I’m glad to be back. Thank you. Thank
you for everything. God bless you. Thank you.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 2:10 p.m. on the
Little Rock Air Force Base flight line. In his re-
marks, he referred to Brig. Gen. Jack R. Holbein,

USAF, Commander, 314th Airlift Wing; and
Mayor Tommy Swaim of Jacksonville, AR.

Remarks to the Arkansas State Democratic Committee in Little Rock,
Arkansas
July 18, 1998

Thank you very much. It’s good to see you.
It’s wonderful to be home. I always learn some-
thing new. When Bill Bristow was giving that
speech, I said to myself, ‘‘I am sitting here
watching before my very eyes the broadening
of the base of the Democratic Party.’’ He now
has got every math teacher in Arkansas com-
mitted forever. [Laughter]

Thank you very much, Bill. I thought that
was a terrific—didn’t he do a great job? Let’s
give him another hand; I thought that was great,
really great. [Applause]

I want to thank Blanche Lincoln, Bill Bristow,
Judy Smith for being here and for their can-
didacies; Kurt Dilday, my longtime friend; Mark
Pryor. I thank Congressman Vic Snyder for the
wonderful job he does in Washington every day.
And in his absence—I know he had to be away
at a funeral today—I want to thank Marion
Berry, too. He has done a wonderful job, espe-
cially for farmers.

I thank Jimmie Lou and Gus Wingfield and
Charlie Daniels and all the people who have
kept the light going in the Democratic Party
and State office; Judge Corbin. I’m so pleased
to see many people running for office. You
know, I had mixed feelings about this term limit
issue when it came along, but I felt a little
better when Mary Anne Salmon decided to run
for the legislature, and I’m glad to see her back
there.

I want to say to all of you, too, I read that
article in the paper today, and I want to com-
ment a little more about it, ask you whether
my Presidency had been good or bad for the
State. And the one example on the negative
side they had was what happened in a recent
transportation bill where even the Transpor-
tation Secretary from Arkansas could not imple-
ment the plain recommendation of the study
because our neighbor from Mississippi jerked
away funding for I–69. No one pointed out in

the Arkansas Democrat article that that would
not have happened if we had a Democratic Con-
gress—that would not have occurred. I say that
because, what the heck, I never get to be par-
tisan, and it’s nice to be home—[laughter]—
and also because it’s true. [Laughter]

Let me say to all of you, I am profoundly
grateful for everything you’ve done for me and
for our family. Hillary just got back from a re-
markably successful tour, the first of our millen-
nium tours where we’re trying to save the treas-
ures of the United States as we approach the
year 2000. She went—first of all, we began by
trying to save the Star-Spangled Banner. And
then she took a remarkable tour through a lot
of our country’s heritage: Thomas Edison’s
home, Harriet Tubman’s home, George Wash-
ington’s military headquarters, and then to Sen-
eca Falls, New York, where the women’s move-
ment began 150 years ago, where the declara-
tion of sentiments by 68 women and 32 men
who had these radical ideas, like women ought
to be able to vote—[laughter]—run for office,
own the clothes on their back. We’ve come a
long way. And she asked me to tell you hello.

And I just want all of you to know, too, that
I think quite often of that day in October, nearly
7 years ago now, when I stood on the steps
of the old State Capitol—many of you were
there—and said that I wanted to build a better
future for our children. And I want to quote—
I wrote this down; usually when I come home
I feel free to speak without notes, but I did
want to write this down—nearly 7 years ago,
this is really the test—‘‘to restore the American
dream, to fight for the forgotten middle class,
to provide more opportunity, insist on more re-
sponsibility, and create a greater sense of com-
munity for our great country.’’

Now, there are some things, it seems to me,
that are fairly clear and difficult to debate. And
I think it’s important, when we evaluate the
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