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years—and even if we move aggressively to try
to combat this climate change, well have that
for a while—then, when you or other people
like you have to face this again, we need to
learn from what you've gone through; we need
your best advice.

So that’s the last thing I want to ask you.
I want to ask you for one last shred of citizen
service. When this is all over, you need to get
together with the groups of people that fought
this fire; you need to put your heads together;
you need to ask yourself, what specific things
could have been done to provide even better
preparedness? What do you do when you're
fighting three fires in three places at once?
What do you do when you have to make choices
about what youre going to do? Is there any
way to avoid making those kind of choices?
What else can we do?

Because we have to believe, based on the
evidence of the last decade, that if we get hotter
and hotter, and we have periods of more ex-
treme wet followed by periods of more extreme
drought, we're going to have more things like
this happen. You can help America to deal with
this.

And so, when you get some sleep, when you
get some rest, when you're absolutely confident
this crisis is past, if you've got some ideas, get
them to the State, or get them to our FEMA
people, because we want to build on what
you've done. This has been heroic, but if we
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can do anything to prevent these things or to
be better prepared the next time because of
your experience and your knowledge, I implore
you to share it with us, because we have to
believe we're facing things like this in the near
future.

Finally, let me say, I found, with the help
of some of our people who know I'm interested
in Scripture, a verse from Isaiah that I think
captures what you've all been through. And I'd
like to read it to you in closing. Isaiah 57:10:
“You were wearied with the length of your way,
but you did not say it is hopeless. You find
new life for your strength.”

And because you did, our country is stronger.
Thank you, and God bless you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 4:15 p.m. at Day-
tona International Speedway. In his remarks, he
referred to Karen Terry, a Palm Coast, FL, resi-
dent whose house was saved by firefighters of the
Palm Coast Fire Department, one of whom was
Randy Holmes, who introduced the President;
Gov. Lawton Chiles and Lt. Gov. Buddy MacKay
of Florida; Mayor Baron H. Asher of Daytona
Beach; R. Stanley Rosevear, chairman, Volusia
County Council; Joseph F. Myers, director, Flor-
ida Division of Emergency Management;
Dominick F. Barbera, vice president, 12th Dis-
trict, International Association of Fire Fighters;
Bill Franz, owner, Daytona International Speed-
way; and President Jiang Zemin of China.

Statement on Senate Action on Internal Revenue Service Reform

Legislation
July 9, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate has finally
passed bipartisan legislation to reform the IRS
and strengthen taxpayer rights. This reform will
help my effort to create an IRS that respects

American taxpayers and respects their values.
I look forward to signing it into law.
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