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July 2 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Emigration
Policies and Trade Status of Mongolia
July 1, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
On September 4, 1996, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Mongolia was ‘‘not
in violation of ’’ the freedom of emigration cri-
teria of sections 402 and 409 of the Trade Act
of 1974. This action allowed for the continuation
of most-favored-nation status for Mongolia and
certain other activities without the requirement
of an annual waiver.

As required by law, I am submitting an up-
dated report to Congress concerning the emigra-
tion laws and policies of Mongolia. You will find

that the report indicates continued Mongolian
compliance with U.S. and international standards
in the area of emigration.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on July 2.

Remarks in a Roundtable Discussion With Environmental Specialists in
Guilin, China
July 2, 1998

[The discussion is joined in progress.]

Participant. ——the local government to stop
the logging. But the local government is so poor,
they ask for compensation. And then finally, the
central Government agreed to give them 11 mil-
lion RMB per year to stop the logging.

The President. Good.
Participant. So now, well, for the time being,

the monkeys are safe. This is one thing we have
done. And I brought with me a picture of the
monkeys and will give it to you as a gift.

The President. Oh, thank you.
Participant. So this is the only red-lipped pri-

mate besides human beings. And the total num-
ber of it is less than 12——

The President. My cousins. [Laughter] How
many total number?

Participant. Less than 1,200. Less than 1,200.
The President. You know, in our country we

have exactly the same issue. We have, in the
Pacific Northwest and the West, California, Or-
egon, Washington—the U.S., we have—about 90
percent of our old-growth forest is gone. So
now we have a law, a national law on endan-
gered species, and it also protects the forest.

And we still have some logging in the forest,
but you can’t go in and just cut all the trees

down. You have to be very careful, tree by tree,
as the aging process goes, because I don’t know
how old the trees are, but these trees in the
U.S. sometimes take 200 years for full growth.
When our native tribes were there—Native
American tribes—they would only cut the trees
after seven generations of growth. And, of
course, that’s not enough for an industrial soci-
ety. So now, we have pine forests; we just grow
them faster. In 20 to 30 years, they can be
harvested. And we try to get people to stay
away from the old growth.

So, in this case, as I understand it, the provin-
cial government has the first say, but the Na-
tional Government can come in and stop it.

Participant. Yes. And actually, the county gov-
ernment, they own—they run the state timber
companies there.

The President. What about tree planting
projects, who does that? At what level is that
done?

Participant. Well, at different levels. The cen-
tral Government, local government, and also
NGO’s are all involved in this tree planting.
But tree planting is so slow that all these older
forests—they may have some trees over 400
years old, and all these newly planted trees are
so small, there’s no comparison with the forest.
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