
902

June 5 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

Washington is seeing its first surplus in almost
30 years and spending as a share of the economy
is at its lowest level in a quarter century, this
budget is not the right approach. As Congress

readies its final budget, I urge Members to con-
tinue our strategy of fiscal discipline and stra-
tegic investments to prepare our country for the
21st century.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Agricultural Research
Legislation
June 5, 1998

I commend the House of Representatives for
joining the Senate in passing by an over-
whelming majority the bipartisan agriculture re-
search bill. This legislation restores benefits to
thousands of deserving legal immigrants who will
now be able to rely on much-needed food stamp
assistance. It builds on our success last year
in reversing harsh cuts in SSI and Medicaid
benefits for legal immigrants that had nothing
to do with our goal of moving people from wel-
fare to work. With these actions, the Congress
has gone a long way toward fulfilling the com-
mitment I made to reverse this unfair treatment
of legal immigrants. At the same time, the bill

funds crucial agricultural research, crop insur-
ance, and rural development priorities which will
strengthen the farm safety net and enhance the
quality of life in rural America.

I would like to congratulate Representatives
Smith and Stenholm for their excellent work
in crafting and stewarding through the House
this important legislation.

NOTE: In his statement, the President referred
to Robert F. Smith, chairman, and Charles W.
Stenholm, ranking minority member, House
Committee on Agriculture.

The President’s Radio Address
June 6, 1998

Good morning. Before I begin today’s ad-
dress, I want to speak very briefly about the
most important issue before the Congress right
now, one that affects our children most of all:
the tobacco bill.

This is a critical moment of truth for Con-
gress. Senator McCain and Senator Hollings and
others have brought to the floor a landmark
proposal to protect our children from tobacco.
There’s broad consensus for this bill. It’s reason-
able, bipartisan, in the best interest of our chil-
dren. But for weeks now the Senate hasn’t
acted, as a few Members have done everything
they could to protect big tobacco by putting
off a vote.

Today I say to them: The delay has gone
on long enough. You are not just trying to kill
the tobacco bill; you are standing in the way
of saving 1 million children’s lives. The Amer-
ican people will not stand for it. The Senate

should do nothing else until it passes tobacco
legislation, and it should pass it this week.

Thirty years ago, like millions of young Ameri-
cans, I scaled the heights of hope with Robert
F. Kennedy in his campaign for President. I
watched intently in the last days before my grad-
uation from college as he took his case to the
American people, confronting new challenges,
posing new questions, reaching across the racial
divide, and reaching out to the forgotten Ameri-
cans. Thirty years ago today I, like so many
others around the world, felt pain, despair, a
sense of deeply personal loss, and a sense of
loss for my country that our troubled land had
been denied a leader who could bind us to-
gether, change course, and move us forward.

Today I’m pleased to be speaking to you from
the home of Congressman Joe Kennedy in Mas-
sachusetts, where Hillary and I have gathered
with Mrs. Kennedy and her children, Senator
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