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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Inter-American Convention for the
Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles
May 22, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Inter-American Convention for the
Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles, with
Annexes, done at Caracas December 1, 1996,
(the ‘‘Convention’’), which was signed by the
United States, subject to ratification, on Decem-
ber 13, 1996. I also transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Secretary of
State with respect to the Convention.

All species of sea turtles found in the Western
Hemisphere are threatened or endangered,
some critically so. Because sea turtles migrate
extensively, effective protection and conservation
of these species requires cooperation among
States within the sea turtles’ migratory range.
Although the international community has
banned trade in sea turtles and sea turtle prod-
ucts pursuant to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna

and Flora, the Convention I am transmitting
is the first multilateral agreement that actually
sets standards to protect and conserve sea turtles
and their habitats.

In section 609 of Public Law 101–162, the
Congress called for the negotiation of multilat-
eral agreements for the protection and conserva-
tion of sea turtles. In close cooperation with
Mexico, the United States led a 3-year effort
to negotiate the Convention with other Latin
American and Caribbean nations. Once ratified
and implemented, the Convention will enhance
the conservation of this hemisphere’s sea turtles
and harmonize standards for their protection.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Convention and
give its advice and consent to its ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 22, 1998.

The President’s Radio Address
May 23, 1998

Good morning. This weekend marks the time
when we honor the brave men and women who
gave their lives to serve our country and we
thank the hundreds of thousands of Americans
in uniform who protect and defend us every
day all around the world. But this Memorial
Day weekend, Americans are also praying for
the people who lost their lives and for those
who were wounded when a 15-year-old boy with
semiautomatic weapons opened fire in Spring-
field, Oregon, this Thursday.

Like all Americans, I am deeply shocked and
saddened by this tragedy, and my thoughts and
prayers are with the victims and their families.
Like all Americans, I am struggling to make
sense of the senseless and to understand what
could drive a teenager to commit such a terrible
act. And like all Americans, I am profoundly
troubled by the startling similarity of this crime
to the other tragic incidents that have stunned

America in less than a year’s time: in Paducah,
Kentucky; Jonesboro, Arkansas; Pearl, Mis-
sissippi; and Edinboro, Pennsylvania.

We must face up to the fact that these are
more than isolated incidents. They are symp-
toms of a changing culture that desensitizes our
children to violence; where most teenagers have
seen hundreds or even thousands of murders
on television, in movies, and in video games
before they graduate from high school; where
too many young people seem unable or unwill-
ing to take responsibility for their actions; and
where all too often, everyday conflicts are re-
solved not with words but with weapons, which,
even when illegal to possess by children, are
all too easy to get.

We cannot afford to ignore these conditions.
Whether it’s gang members taking their deadly
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