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Message to the Senate Transmitting the Inter-American Convention for the
Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles
May 22, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Inter-American Convention for the
Protection and Conservation of Sea Turtles, with
Annexes, done at Caracas December 1, 1996,
(the ‘‘Convention’’), which was signed by the
United States, subject to ratification, on Decem-
ber 13, 1996. I also transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Secretary of
State with respect to the Convention.

All species of sea turtles found in the Western
Hemisphere are threatened or endangered,
some critically so. Because sea turtles migrate
extensively, effective protection and conservation
of these species requires cooperation among
States within the sea turtles’ migratory range.
Although the international community has
banned trade in sea turtles and sea turtle prod-
ucts pursuant to the Convention on International
Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna

and Flora, the Convention I am transmitting
is the first multilateral agreement that actually
sets standards to protect and conserve sea turtles
and their habitats.

In section 609 of Public Law 101–162, the
Congress called for the negotiation of multilat-
eral agreements for the protection and conserva-
tion of sea turtles. In close cooperation with
Mexico, the United States led a 3-year effort
to negotiate the Convention with other Latin
American and Caribbean nations. Once ratified
and implemented, the Convention will enhance
the conservation of this hemisphere’s sea turtles
and harmonize standards for their protection.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Convention and
give its advice and consent to its ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 22, 1998.

The President’s Radio Address
May 23, 1998

Good morning. This weekend marks the time
when we honor the brave men and women who
gave their lives to serve our country and we
thank the hundreds of thousands of Americans
in uniform who protect and defend us every
day all around the world. But this Memorial
Day weekend, Americans are also praying for
the people who lost their lives and for those
who were wounded when a 15-year-old boy with
semiautomatic weapons opened fire in Spring-
field, Oregon, this Thursday.

Like all Americans, I am deeply shocked and
saddened by this tragedy, and my thoughts and
prayers are with the victims and their families.
Like all Americans, I am struggling to make
sense of the senseless and to understand what
could drive a teenager to commit such a terrible
act. And like all Americans, I am profoundly
troubled by the startling similarity of this crime
to the other tragic incidents that have stunned

America in less than a year’s time: in Paducah,
Kentucky; Jonesboro, Arkansas; Pearl, Mis-
sissippi; and Edinboro, Pennsylvania.

We must face up to the fact that these are
more than isolated incidents. They are symp-
toms of a changing culture that desensitizes our
children to violence; where most teenagers have
seen hundreds or even thousands of murders
on television, in movies, and in video games
before they graduate from high school; where
too many young people seem unable or unwill-
ing to take responsibility for their actions; and
where all too often, everyday conflicts are re-
solved not with words but with weapons, which,
even when illegal to possess by children, are
all too easy to get.

We cannot afford to ignore these conditions.
Whether it’s gang members taking their deadly
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quarrels into our schools or inexplicable erup-
tions of violence in otherwise peaceful commu-
nities, when our children’s safety is at stake we
must take action, and each of us must do our
part.

For more than 5 years, we have worked hard
here in our administration to give parents and
communities the tools they need to protect our
children and to make our schools safe, from
tighter security to more police to better preven-
tion. To promote discipline and maintain order,
we are encouraging and have worked hard to
spread curfews, school uniforms, tough truancy
policies. We instituted a zero tolerance for guns
in schools policy. It is now the law in all our
50 States. And we’ll work hard to make it a
reality in all our communities to keep deadly
weapons out of the hands of our children and
out of our schools. And we will continue to
demand responsibility from our young people
with strong punishments when they break the
law.

This year Congress has an opportunity to pro-
tect children in our schools and on our streets
by passing my juvenile crime bill, which will
ban violent juveniles from buying guns for life
and take other important steps. We shouldn’t
let this chance pass us by.

But protecting our children and preventing
youth violence is not a job that Government
can or should do alone. We must all do more,
as parents, as teachers, as community leaders,

to teach our children the unblinking distinction
between right and wrong, to teach them to turn
away from violence, to shield them from violent
images that warp their perceptions of the con-
sequences of violence.

We must all do more to show our children,
by the power of our own example, how to re-
solve conflicts peacefully. And we must all do
more to recognize and look for the early warn-
ing signals that deeply troubled young people
send before they explode into violence. Surely,
more of them can be saved and more tragedies
avoided if we work at it in an organized way
with sensitivity and firm discipline.

This weekend we grieve with the families of
Springfield, Oregon. We may never understand
the dark forces that drive young people to com-
mit such terrible crimes, but we must honor
the memories of the victims by doing everything
we possibly can to prevent such tragedies from
occurring in the future and to build a stronger,
safer future for all of our children.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
May 22 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on May 23. In
his remarks, the President referred to Kipland P.
Kinkel, who was charged with the May 21 shoot-
ing at Thurston High School in Springfield, OR,
in which 2 students were killed and 22 wounded.

Radio Remarks on the Passage of the Northern Ireland Peace Accord
Referendum
May 23, 1998

Today we are rejoicing at the news from
across the Atlantic. The people of Northern Ire-
land and the Republic of Ireland have decisively
approved the April 10th peace accord. It is the
culmination of a springtime of peace, and it
must be the beginning of a long season of happi-
ness and prosperity.

I salute the leaders who stood for hope
against fear, the future against the past, unity
against division. Most of all, I congratulate the
Irish people for having the courage and wisdom
to vote for a brighter future for their children.

As of today, peace is no longer a dream, it
is a reality. You have indeed joined hope to
history. All over America, the eyes of Irish-
Americans, and indeed all our peace-loving citi-
zens, are smiling. We are very proud of you.

We pledge that we will work with you to
build a better future for all of your people and
ours.

NOTE: The President’s remarks were prerecorded
for later broadcast in Ireland. A tape was not avail-
able for verification of the content of these re-
marks.
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