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Message to the Congress Reporting Certifications Required by the
Ratification Resolution for the Protocols of Accession to NATO for Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech Republic
May 21, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to the ratification of the Protocols
to the North Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the
Accession of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic, adopted by the Senate of the United
States on April 30, 1998, I hereby certify to
the Senate that:

In connection with Condition (2), (i) the
inclusion of Poland, Hungary, and the
Czech Republic in NATO will not have the
effect of increasing the overall percentage
share of the United States in the common
budgets of NATO; (ii) the United States
is under no commitment to subsidize the
national expenses necessary for Poland,
Hungary, or the Czech Republic to meet
its NATO commitments; and (iii) the inclu-
sion of Poland, Hungary, and the Czech
Republic in NATO does not detract from
the ability of the United States to meet
or to fund its military requirements outside
the North Atlantic area; and

In connection with Condition (3), (A) the
NATO-Russia Founding Act and the Per-
manent Joint Council do not provide the
Russian Federation with a veto over NATO
policy; (B) the NATO-Russia Founding Act
and the Permanent Joint Council do not
provide the Russian Federation any role in
the North Atlantic Council or NATO deci-
sion-making including (i) any decision
NATO makes on an internal matter; or (ii)
the manner in which NATO organizes
itself, conducts its business, or plans, pre-

pares for, or conducts any mission that af-
fects one or more of its members, such
as collective defense, as stated under Article
V of the North Atlantic Treaty; and (C)
in discussions in the Permanent Joint Coun-
cil (i) the Permanent Joint Council will not
be a forum in which NATO’s basic strategy,
doctrine, or readiness is negotiated with the
Russian Federation, and NATO will not use
the Permanent Joint Council as a substitute
for formal arms control negotiations such
as the adaptation of the Treaty on Conven-
tional Armed Forces in Europe, done at
Paris on November 19, 1990; (ii) any dis-
cussion with the Russian Federation of
NATO doctrine will be for explanatory, not
decision-making purposes; (iii) any expla-
nation described in the preceding clause
will not extend to a level of detail that
could in any way compromise the effective-
ness of NATO’s military forces, and any
such explanation will be offered only after
NATO has first set its policies on issues
affecting internal matters; (iv) NATO will
not discuss any agenda item with the Rus-
sian Federation prior to agreeing to a
NATO position within the North Atlantic
Council on that agenda item; and (v) the
Permanent Joint Council will not be used
to make any decision on NATO doctrine,
strategy, or readiness.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 21, 1998.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Mexico-United States Extradition
Treaty Protocol With Documentation
May 21, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit

herewith the Protocol to the Extradition Treaty
Between the United States of America and the
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United Mexican States of May 4, 1978, signed
at Washington on November 13, 1997.

In addition, I transmit, for the information
of the Senate, the report of the Department
of State with respect to the Protocol. As the
report explains, the Protocol will not require
implementing legislation.

This Protocol will, upon entry into force, en-
hance cooperation between the law enforcement
communities of both countries. The Protocol in-
corporates into the 1978 Extradition Treaty with

Mexico a provision on temporary surrender of
persons that is a standard provision in more
recent U.S. bilateral extradition treaties.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Protocol and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 21, 1998.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Report of the National
Endowment for the Humanities
May 21, 1998

To the Congress of the United States:
I am pleased to present to you the 32nd an-

nual report of the National Endowment for the
Humanities (NEH), the Federal agency charged
with advancing scholarship and knowledge in the
humanities. The NEH supports an impressive
range of humanities projects advancing Amer-
ican scholarship and reaching millions of Ameri-
cans each year.

The public has been enriched by many inno-
vative NEH projects. These included a traveling
exhibit, companion book, and public program-
ming examining the history and legacy of the
California Gold Rush on the occasion of its Ses-
quicentennial. Other initiatives promoted hu-
manities radio programming and major funding
for the critically acclaimed PBS series, ‘‘Liberty!
The American Revolution.’’

The NEH is also utilizing computer tech-
nologies in new and exciting ways. Answering
the call for quality humanities content on the
Internet, NEH partnered with MCI to provide
EDSITEment, a website that offers scholars,
teachers, students, and parents a link to the
Internet’s most promising humanities sites. The

NEH’s ‘‘Teaching with Technology’’ grants have
made possible such innovations as a CD–ROM
on art and life in Africa and a digital archive
of community life during the Civil War. In its
special report to the Congress, ‘‘NEH and the
Digital Age,’’ the agency examined its past,
present, and future use of technology as a tool
to further the humanities and make them more
accessible to the American public.

This past year saw a change in leadership
at the Endowment. Dr. Sheldon Hackney com-
pleted his term as Chairman and I appointed
Dr. William R. Ferris to succeed him. Dr. Ferris
will continue the NEH’s tradition of quality re-
search and public programming.

The important projects funded by the NEH
provide for us the knowledge and wisdom im-
parted by history, philosophy, literature, and
other humanities disciplines, and cannot be un-
derestimated as we meet the challenges of the
new millennium.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
May 21, 1998.
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