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solve problems, like the problems in Bosnia.
And Helmut reminded me, the work we’re
doing now on nuclear weapons, because we’re
a little concerned that India had a test about
that in the last couple of days. So, at home,
making the economy work for all our people;
abroad, involving the United States in the chal-
lenges of the 21st century and not letting Amer-
ica withdraw from the world.

Now, what would I still like to do, what prob-
lems are we still trying to solve? There are many
things I could mention at home, but I would
just say two things. First of all, after World
War II, in almost every country there was a
huge increase in the birth rate. People came
home from the war, and they wanted to have
babies, and they did, in record numbers in the
United States. When these so-called baby
boomers—and I’m the oldest one; I was born
in 1946—when all of them retire in all the ad-
vanced countries of the world, they will put
enormous pressure on the retirement and health
care systems. And if we don’t make some
changes in them in our country, we will put
unfair burdens on our children and on our chil-
dren’s ability to raise our grandchildren. On the
other hand, if we throw them out the door,
then our people will be divided. We won’t be

preserving our obligations and our social con-
tract. So I would still like to reform those things
in a way that protects our people but allows
our children to go forward and build a good
life.

The other thing I would say is that in our
country, where we have so many people from
different racial and ethnic backgrounds, not ev-
eryone—particularly a lot of people in our inner
cities—has participated in this economic recov-
ery yet. We still have some neighborhoods in
our cities where the unemployment rate is too
high, the education level is too low, the crime
rate is too high. And I would like to find a
way before I leave office to bring the spirit
of enterprise to all those people, the opportuni-
ties.

Around the world, I hope before I leave office
that we will have secured a peace agreement
in the Middle East that will last for a long
time.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:51 p.m. in an
outdoor tent at the plant. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Chancellor Helmut Kohl of Germany.
The press release issued by the Office of the Press
Secretary did not include the opening remarks of
the President or the entire roundtable discussion.

Remarks to the People of Eisenach
May 14, 1998

Thank you. Chancellor Kohl, President Vogel,
Mayor Brodhum, to the people of Eisenach, es-
pecially to all of the young people who are here,
thank you for making us feel so welcome.

Now I have some idea of why Martin Luther
called Eisenach ‘‘my beloved city.’’ And I have
some sense of the spirit and independence that
inspired Johann Sebastian Bach, who as a young
composer experimented with counterpoint, an-
noying the elders of the church where he played
the organ but thrilling everyone else in the
world.

As has already been said, after American sol-
diers arrived here at the end of the Second
World War, one of their first acts was to issue
an order to permit the rebuilding of the Bach
House. I am still proud of that historic action
by our forces. As you know, by previous agree-

ment Eisenach was placed under control of So-
viet forces, but our soldiers never forgot this
wonderful city, and you never forgot what the
feel of freedom was like.

Just think, 15 years ago, how many of us
would have thought that today an American
President and a German Chancellor could stand
on this spot in a united Germany, in a uniting
Europe?

Thanks in no small measure to the leadership
of your Chancellor, Germany today is one na-
tion, in harmony with its neighbors, at the cen-
ter of Europe’s efforts to make the 21st century
one of democracy, prosperity, and peace.

I know that throughout the eastern lands, the
efforts to unify and rebuild have not been easy.
I know that sacrifices have been made. I know
that still work must be done, but do not forget
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the great progress you have made in such a
short time. And do not underestimate what you
can do with your dreams as free people.

We have just toured your General Motors
Opel plant, established in 1991. It is now a
model for the entire world, with its technology,
with strong worker participation in decisions,
with innovative efforts to protect the environ-
ment. I am proud that American companies like
GM have invested in your future. I want more
of them to do it until every person in every
part of Germany has a chance to live up to
the fullest of his or her God-given abilities.

As you march into the future, you have not
forgotten your past. You honor Luther and Bach
and teach the world of their gifts, and you honor
America by recalling our role in your journey
to freedom.

As the mayor said, you have a sister city in
the United States, in Waverly, Iowa. In your

city hall there is a quilt handmade by women
from Waverly, Iowa, most of them of German
heritage, one of them 101 years old when she
worked on the quilt. Through your darkest
years, these long-lost German cousins of yours
never lost faith that one day you would be free.

On this beautiful Thuringian day in the
spring, we are bathed in the light and the
warmth of freedom. May it always shine across
Germany, across this continent, across the world,
and may you have every opportunity you have
waited so long and are working so hard for.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:42 p.m. in Market
Square. In his remarks, he referred to Minister
President Bernhard Vogel of Thuringia; and
Mayor Peter Brodhum of Eisenach.

Statement on the Death of Marjory Stoneman Douglas
May 14, 1998

Hillary and I were deeply saddened to learn
of the death of one of America’s greatest envi-
ronmentalists, Marjory Stoneman Douglas. Mrs.
Douglas was 103 when I had the honor of
awarding her the Medal of Freedom, and
throughout her life, she was always ahead of
her time. Long before there was an Earth Day,

Mrs. Douglas was a passionate steward of our
Nation’s natural resources, particularly her be-
loved Florida Everglades. She was both inspira-
tion and mentor for a generation of American
conservationists, and her legacy will continue to
call us to action on behalf of the environment.

Statement on Bipartisan Tobacco Legislation
May 14, 1998

I want to commend Representatives Hansen,
Meehan, and Waxman for the strong bipartisan
support they have marshaled for the legislation
they are introducing today to reduce youth
smoking in this country. The Hansen-Meehan-
Waxman bill contains tough company penalties
for failure to reduce youth smoking, full FDA
authority to regulate tobacco, strong restrictions
on advertising and youth marketing of tobacco
products, and key protections against exposure
to environmental tobacco smoke. With the intro-
duction of this important bipartisan bill, the

House of Representatives can follow the lead
of the Senate and finally get down to the serious
business of reducing youth smoking in this coun-
try. I look forward to working with Representa-
tives Hansen, Meehan, Waxman, and all of their
House colleagues to pass a comprehensive to-
bacco bill this year that includes effective meas-
ures to reduce youth smoking and that protects
farmers and farming communities.
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