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To the Congress of the United States:

In accordance with the requirements of sec-
tion 809 of the Housing and Community Devel-
opment Act of 1974, as amended (12 U.S.C.
1701j-2(j)), I transmit herewith the annual re-

Remarks on the International Crime
May 12, 1998

Thank you very much, Mary, for your remarks
and your work. Thank you, Mr. Vice President,
members of the Cabinet and Congress, Mayor
Barry, members of the city council, and to all
the law enforcement officials who are here. We
are here to talk about building a safer world
for the 21st century.

Nuclear Proliferation in South Asia

So before I begin my remarks about the sub-
ject of the day, I want to make it very, very
clear that I am deeply disturbed by the nuclear
tests which India has conducted, and I do not
believe it contributes to building a safer 21st
century. The United States strongly opposes any
new nuclear testing. This action by India not
only threatens the stability of the region, it di-
rectly challenges the firm international con-
sensus to stop the proliferation of weapons of
mass destruction. I call on India to announce
that it will conduct no further tests and that
it will sign the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty
now and without conditions. I also urge India’s
neighbors not to follow suit, not to follow down
the path of a dangerous arms race. As most
of you know, our laws have very stringent provi-
sions, signed into law by me in 1994, in response
to nuclear tests by nonnuclear weapons states,
and I intend to implement them fully.

International Crime Control Strategy

Now, in a few hours I will be leaving to
travel to Europe, to meet with the leaders of
other industrial democracies in a time of great
hope. Because of what is happening in Bosnia
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Control Strategy

and Ireland, it is clear that if we work together,
the 21st century can be a time of unprecedented
democracy, prosperity, and peace. But it is
equally clear that there are threats to our com-
mon future that cross national lines. Today I
want to announce new plans to address the
growing problem of international crime.

We all know the globe is shrinking every day
with global TV networks, instantaneous commu-
nications over the Internet, increasing world
travel. European nations have adopted com-
pletely opened borders, and many of them have
already voted to create a common currency.

The American people in general benefit great-
ly from the process of globalization, with more
economic opportunities and more opportunities
to become enriched through contact with dif-
ferent cultures. Our values—democracy, human
rights, the rule of law—will ultimately prevail
when there is free trade in ideas.

But more porous borders, more affordable
travel, more powerful communications increas-
ingly also give criminals the opportunity to reach
across borders, physically and electronically, to
commit crimes and then retreat before they can
be caught and punished. Many Americans really
don’t realize the extent to which international
crime affects their daily lives, which is why we
were so pleased to have Agent Riley with us
today.

Con artists, operating overseas, mail phony
financial offers and then disappear with investor
dollars—hundreds of millions of dollars’ worth.
Sometimes they lure citizens abroad and use
violence to get what they want.
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