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know what to do; we know how to do it; we
can do it. And I'm just hoping and praying that
we will.

Thank you.

NoTE: The President spoke at 12:13 p.m. in the
Rose Garden at the White House.

Statement on the Energy Star Buildings Label Program

April 20, 1998

I extend my congratulations to the owners
and managers of three of America’s greatest
landmark buildings for pledging to dramatically
cut their energy use—an important step to pro-
tect our environment. The Empire State Build-
ing and the World Trade Center in New York
and the Sears Tower in Chicago are long-time
symbols of American enterprise and ingenuity.
Today they become symbols of leadership and
responsibility in ensuring that our Nation tackles
the challenge of global warming. These sky-
scrapers are again hitting new heights by leading
the way in curbing the pollution that contributes
to global warming.

These American landmarks are charter mem-
bers of the administration’s new Energy Star
Buildings Label program—a vital part of our
plan to put the Nation on track to curb global
warming. Their owners are voluntarily commit-
ting to cut their energy use up to 30 percent,
thereby reducing the burning of fossil fuels and
the related carbon dioxide pollution that causes
global warming. These buildings will save en-
ergy, save money in electricity bills, and protect

the true bottom line—the environment we leave
our children.

I call on all commercial building owners and
managers across our Nation to take the same
responsible, commonsense, cost-effective step to
help meet our most pressing environmental
challenge. If all commercial buildings became
Energy Star Buildings, we would save $25 billion
a year and achieve over 10 percent of the car-
bon dioxide reduction needed to meet our Kyoto
target.

I am sure the American people join me in
thanking the following building owners and
managers who have signed up as charter mem-
bers in our new Energy Star Building Label
program: the Port Authority of New York and
New Jersey; the Helmsley-Spear, Inc.; the
Rockefeller ~ Center ~ Management  Corp.;
TrizecHahn Office Properties, Inc.; LaSalle
Partners; the Durst Organization; Amerimar En-
terprises, Inc.; MagneTek, Inc.; the Trane Com-
pany; Rudin Management Company, Inc.;
Tooley and Company; Cushman and Wakefield;
Harwood Pacific Corporation; and the General
Services Administration.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Proposed Education Legislation

April 20, 1998

Dear Mr. Leader:

As you consider H.R. 2646 this week, you
will have the opportunity to vote for the first
time on a version of my proposal to help build
and modernize more than 5,000 schools across
America. I am writing to ask for your support
in this important effort and for your opposition
to the expanded Education IRAs in the bill.

Never before have the education infrastruc-
ture needs of the Nation been so great. In order

592

to accommodate record enrollments, move to
smaller class sizes, repair aging buildings, take
advantage of new technologies, and better edu-
cate children with disabilities, States and local-
ities are faced with unprecedented construction
and renovation needs. The Federal Government
helps build roads, bridges, and other infrastruc-
ture projects, but none of that will matter much
if we let the education infrastructure come
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