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live together in harmony and reaffirm the Amer-
ican ideals of equality, opportunity, and free-
dom.

By limiting housing choice, discrimination re-
duces the quality of life for many Americans.
During the past three decades, we have made
great strides in opening housing markets. But
housing discrimination, although less apparent
than in years past, still exists, and the need
to enforce fair housing laws vigorously remains
as urgent today as ever.

My Administration is committed to building
strong partnerships between the Department of
Housing and Urban Development and local
communities. I have proposed the largest single
increase in HUD’s civil rights enforcement pro-
grams in two decades. My proposal includes a
significant increase in funding for HUD’s Fair
Housing Initiatives and Fair Housing Assistance

The President’s Radio Address
Apm'l 11, 1998

Good morning. Across America and around
the world, this is a holy weekend for three of
the world’s great religions. Christians are cele-
brating Easter; Jews, Passover; and Muslims
have just ended their annual pilgrimage, the
Hajj.

On this special weekend, the eyes of the
world and the prayers of so many are focused
on Northern Ireland, as an historic peace agree-
ment was reached among representatives of all
the major parties to that long and tragic conflict.

I especially want to salute the leadership of
Prime Minister Bertie Ahern of Ireland, Prime
Minister Tony Blair of Great Britain, and the
leaders of all the parties who came together
in a remarkable display of courage to set aside
differences in the pursuit of peace. I also salute
the previous Prime Ministers of Ireland and
Great Britain, who started and nourished this
peace process.

And all Americans should take a special meas-
ure of pride that the talks in Northern Ireland
were chaired by George Mitchell, the former
majority leader of the United States Senate, who
has served his country and the cause of peace
very, very well. I thank him for his brilliant
leadership.
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Programs that, among other things, will combat
racially motivated hate crimes related to hous-
ing. We are also seeking congressional approval
to raise the Federal Housing Administration loan
limit so that more Americans, including minori-
ties and women, can become homeowners.

Working together, we can create a more just
society that underscores our shared strengths in-
stead of focusing on our differences. The Fair
Housing Act continues to be an indispensable
tool in these efforts, and as we celebrate its
30th anniversary, I call on all Americans to join
me in making division and discrimination issues
of the past, and to make America a stronger,
better place to live for all of our people.

Best wishes for a memorable anniversary cele-
bration.
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Of course, we understand that the pain and
hatred of so many years cannot and will not
be washed away in one weekend. So on behalf
of the American people, I pledge the continuing
aid, support, encouragement, and prayers of the
United States to the effort to build a lasting
peace and an enduring prosperity in Ireland and
Northern Ireland.

In the last analysis, the future of that region
lies in the hearts and hands of its people. Like
so many Americans, part of my family calls Ire-
land home. And having been there, having met
with so many remarkable Irish men and women
from all sides of the conflict, I have seen the
future in their eyes—a future in which children
can grow up free from fear; a future rich with
the lilt of Irish laughter, not the pain of bitter
tears.

There may be those who seek to undermine
this agreement by returning to violence, so we
are resolved that the acts of peace and courage
will triumph over acts of cowardice and terror.

Tomorrow the dawn will break on Easter
morning. All across Ireland, Catholics and
Protestants will, in their own way, proclaim their
faith in the triumph of life over death. On this
Easter, their leaders have lifted their Christian
beliefs and have lived them by giving the people
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of Ireland and Northern Ireland the chance to
choose peace over conflict, indeed, to choose
life over death.

When I visited Ulster, and later the Republic
of Ireland, the great Nobel Prize-winning Irish
poet, Seamus Heaney, gave me a stanza from
a poem he wrote that today hangs on the wall
of my office in the upstairs of the White House.
Its message has a special meaning today. Here’s
what it says:

History says, Don’t hope
On this side of the grave.

Statement on School Crime
April 12, 1998

Today the Attorney General and Secretary of
Education forwarded to me an important, but
troubling, study on school crime. Although the
study shows that the overall crime rate in our
schools did not change significantly between
1989 and 1995, it confirms that some schools
have serious problems. Most disturbing, the
study found that the number of students report-
ing gangs in their schools has nearly doubled.
This is unacceptable. Gangs—and the guns,
drugs, and violence that go with them—must
be stopped from ever reaching the schoolhouse
door.

Congress can help lead the way by passing
the antigang and youth violence strategy that

But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave
Of justice can rise up,

And hope and history rhyme.

What a wonderful Easter gift for the Irish,
Irish-Americans, and lovers of peace every-
where.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:30 p.m. on
April 10 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 11.

I sent to them more than a year ago. It is
based on what we know works—tough, targeted
deterrence and better antigang prevention.
Through this approach, police and prosecutors
in Boston literally disarmed the gangs and
brought juvenile gun murders to a halt. We
should not wait any longer to help other com-
munities do the same.

NoOTE: This statement was made available by the
Office of the Press Secretary on April 11, but it
was embargoed for released until 6:30 p.m. on
April 12.

Remarks at the White House Easter Egg Roll

April 13, 1998

The President. Thank you. Good morning.
Isn’t it a wonderful morning? Let me say, I
want to thank all the volunteers and all the
sponsors who've made this wonderful day pos-
sible for thousands and thousands of young peo-
ple.

I also want to say that the first official White
House egg roll occurred here in 1878 when
President Rutherford Hayes was living in the
White House. Now, a lot of things have changed
since then, but the most important thing today
that you need to know is that for the very first

time, hundreds of thousands of young people
will be experiencing the White House egg roll
through the Internet, thanks to EarthLinks, and
I want to thank them for that.

T'd also like to thank a number of others,
and especially Sun Microsystems, for all the
work that’s been done to try to open the White
House to people around the world and espe-
cially around our country. But this day is special
because of what EarthLinks has done to let lots
and lots of young people who never could come
to the White House be part of the egg roll.
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