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the decision of the United States to approve
or disapprove such a request.

The U.S. consent rights provided for in
Article 5(2) of the Agreement satisfy this
standard because the specific language used
ensures that the United States must exer-
cise an approval right before the activity
in question is carried out. During Congres-
sional consideration of the Agreement, the
executive branch provided both the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee and the
House Foreign Affairs Committee with a
legal memorandum on issues relating to the
Agreement which covered this point in de-
tail.

In accordance with Public Law 101–246, I
have certified that China has provided clear and
unequivocal assurances to the United States that
it is not assisting and will not assist any non-
nuclear-weapon state, either directly or indi-
rectly, in acquiring nuclear explosive devices or
the material and components for such devices.
This certification is based on the statements,
policies, and actions by China that were dis-
cussed above in connection with the certification
under section (b)(1)(A) of Public Law 99–183.

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 902(b)(2) of the Foreign Relations Au-
thorization Act, Fiscal Years 1990 and 1991
(Public Law 101–246), I hereby report to the
Congress that it is in the national interest of

the United States to terminate the suspensions
and automatic disapprovals under section
902(a)(6). A document discussing the rationale
for this report is enclosed. I believe the Agree-
ment will have a significant, positive impact in
promoting U.S. nonproliferation and national se-
curity interests with China and in building a
stronger bilateral relationship with China based
on respect for international norms.

This report under section 902(b)(2) satisfies
the condition under section 902(a)(6)(B)(iii).

With the submission of the certifications and
reports called for by Public Law 99–183 and
Public Law 101–246, I am pleased that the proc-
ess is underway to begin nuclear cooperation
with China.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives; Al-
bert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate; Jesse
Helms, chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign
Relations; and Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman,
House Committee on International Relations.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press
Secretary on January 15. The memorandum of
January 12 on certifications relating to the China-
U.S. nuclear cooperation agreement is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on the China-United States Nuclear
Cooperation Agreement
January 12, 1998

Dear Mr. Chairman:
By separate letter, I have transmitted to the

Speaker of the House, President of the Senate,
Chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Com-
mittee, and the Chairman of the House Inter-
national Relations Committee the certification
and unclassified report detailing the history and
current developments in the nonproliferation
policies and practices of the People’s Republic
of China that are required by Public Law 99–
183, relating to the approval and implementation
of the agreement for nuclear cooperation be-
tween the United States and the People’s Re-
public of China.

Because of the information controls on the
classified report that the Administration has also
prepared for Congress on China’s nonprolifera-
tion policies and practices in fulfillment of the
remaining requirement of Public Law 99–183,
I am transmitting the required classified report
directly to your Committee. The Administration
regards the report transmitted herewith as con-
taining sensitive intelligence and diplomatic in-
formation and requests that it be treated accord-
ingly.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON
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NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Richard C.
Shelby, chairman, Senate Select Committee on
Intelligence, and Porter J. Goss, chairman, House
Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence.
This letter was released by the Office of the Press

Secretary on January 15. The memorandum of
January 12 on certifications relating to the China-
U.S. nuclear cooperation agreement is listed in
Appendix D at the end of this volume.

Remarks on Presenting the Presidential Medal of Freedom
January 15, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. I want
to begin with a warm welcome to all of our
guests here, our honorees and their family mem-
bers, members of the administration, Members
of Congress, other distinguished officials.

It is fitting that today this ceremony occurs
on the birthday of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
who 21 years ago was granted this award by
President Carter posthumously, to ensure that
his legacy would live on. Until every child has
the opportunity to live up to his or her God-
given potential, free from want in a world at
peace, Dr. King’s work and our work is not
yet done. He once said that ‘‘No social advance
rolls on the wheels of inevitability.’’ After 5 years
in Washington, I know that is true. [Laughter]
Humanity makes progress through decades of
sweat and toil by dedicated individuals who give
freely of themselves and who inspire others to
do the same, the kind of heroic men and women
we honor today.

All of our honorees has helped America to
widen the circle of democracy by fighting for
human rights, by righting social wrongs, by em-
powering others to achieve, by preserving our
precious environment, by extending peace
around the world. Every person here has done
so by rising in remarkable ways to America’s
highest calling, the calling, as the First Lady
said, of active citizenship.

On behalf of a grateful Nation, I would like
to bestow the Presidential Medal of Freedom
on these courageous citizens. Let me say, as
I begin, that I am grateful to all of them who
are here and those who are not.

First, Arnie Aronson, who unfortunately is ill
and is represented here by his wife, Annette,
his son, Bernie, his granddaughter, Felicia. Arnie
Aronson, a glowing symbol of the coalition of
conscience linking black and white communities,
began his career in civil rights in 1941 when

he and A. Philip Randolph secured a landmark
Executive order banning discrimination on the
basis of race. He later cofounded the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, helping hundreds
of disparate groups keep their eyes on the prize
and speak with one booming voice. As the leg-
endary leader Clarence Mitchell, Jr., said of him,
‘‘There would not have been a civil rights move-
ment without the Leadership Conference, and
there would not have been a Leadership Con-
ference without Arnie Aronson.’’

Commander Huey, please read the citation.

[At this point, Lt. Comdr. Wesley Huey, USN,
Naval Aide to the President, read the citation,
and the President congratulated Mr. Aronson’s
family and presented the medal.]

The President. I never contradict my wife in
public, but I couldn’t help thinking when she
said we were honoring 15 ordinary American
citizens today, I thought, yes, people like Brooke
Astor and David Rockefeller. [Laughter] But I
say that to make this point: In some ways, we
honor them more, because they certainly had
other options. [Laughter] And that is important
to remember.

At the age of 15, about eight decades ago,
Brooke Astor wrote a wise poem. In that poem,
an elderly man implores a young girl, ‘‘Take
thy spade and take thine ax. Make the flowers
bloom.’’ With her legendary largesse and un-
equaled grace, she has made more flowers
bloom than anyone, not only at such recogniz-
able landmarks as the New York Public Library
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art but also
in forgotten homeless shelters, youth centers,
and nursing homes. She is not only New York’s
unofficial First Lady, she has become America’s
guardian angel.

Commander, read the citation.
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