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Korea, at the border of North and South Korea.
We leave them there—first of all, they’re not
near any residential area; they’re not near any
children; and the area where they are is heavily
marked with warning; and no civilian has ever
been hurt there—because the North Korean
Army has vastly larger forces on the border of
South Korea than the South Koreans and the
Americans have facing them. And it’s only about
18 miles from the border of North Korea to
Seoul, the largest city in South Korea. And the
landmines are thought to be the only presently
available deterrent should an invasion occur, and
no invasion has occurred.

We are there pursuant to the United Nations
resolution of the conflict between North and
South Korea. I think there is some encourage-
ment that that may be resolved, that the final
peace may be made. And when that happens,
then the last remaining landmine issue will be
resolved.

In the meanwhile, we will continue to do
everything we can to end the problem of land-
mines for people everywhere. We will continue
to spend the money that we’re spending, to use
the people that we’re using—we, actually not
very long ago, lost a crew of our Air Force—
you may remember—in a tragic accident off the
coast of Africa when they just deposited some
American forces to take landmines up in south-
west Africa. It was an airline accident, but they
were there to deal with the landmine issue.

It is a very, very important thing to me, per-
sonally, and to our country. And we are trying
to increase the number of people trained to
take the mines up, and also increase the amount
of equipment available. And interestingly
enough, for the first time ever, our Defense
Department has just recently purchased a ma-
chine made in South Africa that aids in the
extraction of landmines from the ground. So we
are working very, very hard on that.

[A participant commended the President for lis-
tening to Africans instead of telling them what
to do, and encouraged him to support reconcili-
ation through local and regional African mecha-
nisms.]

The President. Well, one of the things that
we have learned the hard way, just from trying
to solve social problems in our own country,
is that there is a sense in which the people
are always ahead of the leaders. And therefore,
partnership is all that works. And certainly it’s
true for us coming here from a totally different
experience.

I believe the United States, as I said when
I got here, tended to view Africa too much
through the very limited lens of the cold war
for too long. And I believe that the world over
has seen too much of Africa only in terms of
the problems, when something bad happens. So
I think—what I’m trying to do is to get the
scales right, to see the problems and the prom-
ise and to develop a partnership that makes
sense, that will outlive my Presidency, that will
fundamentally change forever the way the
United States and Africa relate to one another.

It’s heartbreaking to me that there are some
situations for which I don’t have a ready answer,
the most painful and the biggest one being the
one that we discussed with Nigeria. But I’m
positive that if we have a consistent, ongoing
effort and if we continue to listen and work
together, that increasingly the promise will pre-
vail over the problems.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:00 a.m. at the
Hotel Le Meridien President. In his remarks, he
referred to President Nelson Mandela of South
Africa; and Gen. Sani Abacha, Chairman, Nigerian
Federal Executive Council.

Remarks at Goree Island, Senegal
April 2, 1998

Thank you, Mr. President, for that magnifi-
cent address. Thank you so much.

Now, all my friends will have to tell me if
the translation is working. Yes, it’s working? [Ap-
plause] Hurray!
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Mr. President, Madame Diouf, the ministers
and officials of the Senegalese Government,
Governor, Mayor; to the students who are here
who have sung to us and with whom we have
met from the Martin Luther King School, the
John F. Kennedy School, the Miriama Ba School
here on Goree Island, and the Margaret Amidon
Elementary School in Washington, DC; the resi-
dents of Goree Island, the citizens of Senegal,
my fellow Americans and our delegation, ladies
and gentlemen. I’d also like to say a special
word of thanks to the curator, Boubacar N’diaye,
who toured me through the Slave House today.
Thank you, sir.

Here, on this tiny island in the Atlantic
Ocean, Africa and America meet. From here,
Africa expands to the east, its potential for free-
dom and progress as great as its landmass. And
to the west, over the horizon, lies America, a
thriving democracy built, as President Diouf
said, through centuries of sacrifice.

Long after the slave ships stopped sailing
from this place to America, Goree Island, still
today, looks out onto the New World, con-
necting two continents, standing as a vivid re-
minder that for some of America’s ancestors the
journey to America was anything but a search
for freedom, and yet still a symbol of the bright
new era of partnership between our peoples.

In 1776, when our Nation was founded on
the promise of freedom as God’s right to all
human beings, a new building was dedicated
here on Goree Island to the selling of human
beings in bondage to America. Goree Island is,
therefore, as much a part of our history as a
part of Africa’s history. From Goree and other
places, Africa’s sons and daughters were taken
through the door of no return, never to see
their friends and families again. Those who sur-
vived the murderous middle passage emerged
from a dark hold to find themselves, yes, Amer-
ican. But it would be a long, long time before
their descendants enjoyed the full meaning of
that word.

We cannot push time backward through the
door of no return. We have lived our history.
America’s struggle to overcome slavery and its
legacy forms one of the most difficult chapters
of that history. Yet, it is also one of the most
heroic, a triumph of courage, persistence, and
dignity. The long journey of African-Americans
proves that the spirit can never be enslaved.

And that long journey is today embodied by
the children of Africa who now lead America,

in all phases of our common life. Many of them
have come here with me on this visit, rep-
resenting over 30 million Americans that are
Africa’s great gift to America. And I’d like them
to stand now. Please stand. [Applause]

A few hours from now, we will leave Africa
and go on home, back to the work of building
our own country for a new century. But I return
more convinced than when I came here that
despite the daunting challenges, there is an Afri-
can renaissance.

I will never forget as long as I live the many
faces that Hillary and I have seen in these last
12 days. In them, I have seen beauty and intel-
ligence, energy and spirit, and the determination
to prevail. I have seen the faces of Africa’s fu-
ture: the friendly faces of the hundreds of thou-
sands of people who poured into Independence
Square in Accra to show that Africans feel
warmly toward America; the faces of the chil-
dren at the primary school in Uganda, whose
parents were held back by a brutal dictatorship
but where today opportunity of education is of-
fered to all of that nation’s boys and girls; the
faces of the women in Wanyange village in
Uganda, once ordained to a life of continuing
struggle, now empowered—along with 10,000
other Ugandans and women and men in Senegal
and virtually every other country in Africa—by
microcredit loans to start their own businesses,
small loans which people repay and which repay
them by giving them the opportunity to live
a better life.

I will always remember the faces of the sur-
vivors of the Rwandan genocide, who have the
courage now not just to survive but to build
a better society.

I will never forget the face of Nelson Mandela
in his cell on Robben Island, a face that betrays
a spirit not broken but strengthened, not embit-
tered but energized, a man used his suffering
to break the shackles of apartheid and now to
reach toward reconciliation.

I remember the faces of the young leaders
I have met: young leaders of the new South
Africa; young leaders who want to build a con-
tinent where the economy grows, but where the
environment is preserved and your vast riches
that nature has bestowed are no longer de-
pleted; young leaders who believe that Africa
can go forward as a free, free continent, where
people—all people—enjoy universal human
rights. I remember their faces so well.
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I remember the faces of the entrepreneurs,
African and American, who gatherer with me
in Johannesburg to dedicate Ron Brown Com-
mercial Center. I thank you, Mr. President, for
mentioning our friend Ron Brown, for it was
he who first told me that I had an obligation
as an American President to build a better part-
nership with Africa.

Already, we import about as much oil from
Africa as we do from the Persian Gulf. We
export more to Africa than to all the former
Soviet Union. And Americans should know that
our investments in sub-Saharan Africa earn a
return of 30 percent, higher than on any other
continent in the entire world. But our trade
and investment in Africa is but a tiny fraction
of what it could be, and, therefore, of what
it could produce in new jobs, new opportunities,
new wealth, and new dreams for Africans and
for Americans. The faces I saw will spur us
to do better.

Mr. President, I remember the faces of the
Senegalese soldiers yesterday, whom we saw
training with Americans but led by Africans, in
an African Crisis Response Initiative dedicated
to the prevention of violence, to the relief of
suffering, to keeping the peace on the continent
of Africa.

Most of all, I will always remember in every
country the faces of the little children, the beau-
tiful children, the light in their eyes, the smiles
on their faces, the songs that they sung. We
owe it to them, you and I, to give them the
best possible future they can have.

Yes, Africa still faces poverty, malnutrition,
disease, illiteracy, unemployment, terrible con-
flicts in some places. In some countries, human
rights are still nonexistent and unevenly re-
spected in others. But look across the continent.
Democracy is gaining strength. Business is grow-
ing. Peace is making progress. The people and
the leaders of Africa are showing the world the
resiliency of the human spirit and the future
of this great continent.

They have convinced me of the difference
America can make if we are a genuine partner
and friend of Africa, and the difference a new
Africa can make to America’s own future.

Everywhere I went in Africa I saw a pas-
sionate belief in the promise of America, stated
more eloquently today by your President than
I ever could. I only wish every American could
see our own country as so much of Africa see
us, a nation bearing the ideals of freedom and

equality and responsible citizenship, so powerful
they still light the world; a nation that has found
strength in our racial and ethnic and religious
diversity; a nation, therefore, that must lead by
the power of example; a nation that stands for
what so many aspire to and now are achieving,
the freedom to dream dreams and the oppor-
tunity to make those dreams come true.

I am very proud of America’s ties to Africa,
for there is no area of American achievement
that has not been touched by the intelligence
and energy of Africa, from science to medicine,
to literature, to art, to music. I am proud to
be the President of a nation of many colors,
black and white, European and Latino, Asian
and Middle Eastern, and everything in between.
We have learned one clear lesson, that when
we embrace one another across the lines that
divide us, we become more than the sum of
our parts, a community of communities, a nation
of nations. Together, we work to face the future
as one America, undaunted, undivided, grateful
for the chance to live together as one people.

To be sure, our work is not finished and
we have our own problems. But when we began
as a nation, our Founders knew that, and called
us always to the work of forming a more perfect
Union. But the future before us expands as wide
as the ocean that joins, not divides, the United
States and Africa. As certainly as America lies
over the horizon behind me, so I pledge to
the people of Africa that we will reach over
this ocean to build a new partnership based
on friendship and respect.

As we leave this island, now is the time to
complete the circle of history to help Africa
to fulfill its promise not only as a land of rich
beauty but as a land of rich opportunity for
all its people. If we face the future together,
it will be a future that is better for Africa and
better for America.

So we leave Goree Island today mindful of
the large job still to be done, proud of how
far we have come, proud of how far Africa has
come, determined to succeed in building a
bright, common destiny whose door is open to
all.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:25 p.m. in the
front courtyard of the Goree Island History Mu-
seum. In his remarks, he referred to President
Abdou Diouf of Senegal and his wife, Elizabeth;
Gov. Yande Toure of Dakar; Mayor Urbain
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Diagne of Goree Island; and Boubacar (Joseph)
N’diaye, curator, Slave House.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Israel-United States Mutual Legal
Assistance Treaty With Documentation
April 2, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the State of Israel on Mutual Legal
Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at Tel
Aviv on January 26, 1998, and a related ex-
change of notes signed the same date. I transmit
also, for the information of the Senate, the Re-
port of the Department of State with respect
to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States for the purpose of countering
criminal activities more effectively. The Treaty
should be an effective tool to assist in the pros-
ecution of a wide variety of modern criminals,
including those involved in terrorism, other vio-
lent crimes, drug trafficking, money laundering,
and other white collar crime. The Treaty is self-
executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking the
testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and articles of evidence;
serving documents; locating or identifying per-
sons or items; transferring persons in custody
for testimony or for other assistance; executing
requests for searches and seizures; assisting in
proceedings related to seizure, immobilization
and forfeiture of assets, restitution, and collec-
tion of fines; executing procedures involving ex-
perts; and providing any other form of assistance
appropriate under the laws of the Requested
State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 2, 1998.

Remarks on the Legislative Agenda and an Exchange With Reporters
April 3, 1998

The President. Thank you very much. Before
I read my statement, I’d like to make a brief
comment on a momentous event which occurred
during my trip to Africa, back here. The Vice
President turned 50, and I hope all of you no-
ticed the increased gravity and maturity of his
aura. [Laughter] I personally am greatly re-
lieved. Not long before he turned 50, as I told
him when I called him, an elderly lady came
up to me, and she said, ‘‘I think you and that
young man are doing such a good job.’’ [Laugh-
ter] And it’s nice to have a middle-aged team
now at the White House.

The Vice President. She was very elderly.
[Laughter]

The President. Let me say, Hillary and I are
delighted to be back from what was a wonderful
trip to Africa. We are working hard to strength-
en the bonds of the African continent that I
am convinced is in the midst of a renaissance,
where political and economic liberty is on the
rise.

I only wish every American could have been
with me every step of the way to see, first,
Africa, not only its problems, which are pro-
found, but the energy and intelligence and de-
termination of the people. I also wish every
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