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and it depends how you look at the situation.
As you know, right down the centuries and in
many parts of the world, there are men and
women who are able to turn disaster—what
would crush many people—to turn that disaster
into victory. And that is what these men here,
like Mr. Kathrada and others, did.

And so when I come here, I call back into
memory that great saga in which the authorities,
who were pitiless, insensitive, and cruel, never-
theless failed in their evil intentions. They were
responsible for that.

Q. President Mandela, can we just ask you,
is there—you’ve been back to the island many
times——

President Mandela. Let’s come closer, please.
Q. You’ve been back to the islands many

times. Can you tell us what the special signifi-
cance is of this particular visit with the American
President?

President Mandela. There is no doubt that,
as I said at the press conference, that the visit
by President Clinton is a high watermark in
relation to all the visits that we’ve held. And
coming to Robben Island is something more
important, with that significant achievement of
coming to South Africa. And we appreciate that
very much.

Q. President Clinton, what are you feeling?
President Clinton. Well, my first thought was

to thank God that the person who occupied

this cell was able to live all those years in that
way without having his heart turn to stone and
without giving up on his dreams for South Afri-
ca.

The other thing that I would say is that I
think this is a good object lesson in life for
all young people. You know, 99.9999 percent
of the people will never have a challenge in
life like the one Mr. Mandela faced when he
spent all these years in prison. But everyone
has difficulties, everyone faces unfairness, and
everyone faces cruelty. And the one thing that
is beyond the control of anyone else is how
you react to it, what happens to your own spirit,
what happens to your own heart, what happens
to your own outlook on life.

And he is the world’s foremost living example
of that. And every young child, I wish, could
think about his or her life that way, and there
would be a lot more happiness in the world
and a lot more generosity, because then no one
would feel compelled to react in a certain way
because of what others said or others did. It’s
a very important thing about living.

NOTE: The exchange took place during a tour
which began at 1:15 p.m., led by Robben Island
Council Chair Ahmed M. Kathrada, a former pris-
oner at Robben Island.

Statement on Senate Action on Supplemental Budget Legislation
March 27, 1998

I am pleased that the Senate has approved
important legislation to provide funding for vic-
tims of natural disasters, for support of our
forces in Bosnia and the Persian Gulf, and to
deal with the risk to financial stability around
the world.

It is particularly important that the Senate,
by a vote of 86–14, provided the International
Monetary Fund with resources it needs to help
stabilize Asian economies. The crisis in Asia
poses a threat to American jobs and exports,
and we already have seen evidence that weak-
nesses in economies there are having an impact
here. To ensure that the American economy
continues on the path of steady growth, Con-

gress must make sure that the IMF is strong
enough to respond to any broadening of the
current crisis. And because the IMF functions
like an international credit union, paying our
share won’t cost American taxpayers a dime.

I am also pleased that the emergency funding
in this bill will allow our military forces to con-
tinue their missions in Bosnia and the Persian
Gulf without impairing the high readiness level
of our forces worldwide.

At the same time, I remain concerned that
the Senate bill does not address the matter of
United Nations arrears. This continues to under-
cut our global leadership.
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I hope that the House of Representatives will
act to fund all these critical activities before
it returns home for recess.

Message to the Congress Transmitting the Venezuela-United States
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation
March 27, 1998

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Republic of Venezuela on Mutual
Legal Assistance in Criminal Matters, signed at
Caracas on October 12, 1997. I transmit also,
for the information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with respect to the
Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States for the purpose of countering
criminal activities more effectively. The Treaty
should be an effective tool to assist in the pros-
ecution of a wide variety of modern criminals,
including those involved in terrorism, other vio-
lent crimes, drug trafficking, and money laun-
dering and other white collar crime. The Treaty
is self-executing, and will not require new legis-
lation.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: (1) locating
or identifying persons or items; (2) serving docu-
ments; (3) taking testimony or statements of per-
sons; (4) transferring persons in custody, or per-
sons subject to criminal proceedings, for testi-
mony or other purposes; (5) providing docu-
ments, records, files, and articles of evidence;
(6) executing requests for searches and seizures;
(7) assisting in proceedings related to immo-
bilization and forfeiture of assets, restitution, and
collection of fines; (8) executing procedures in-
volving experts; and (9) any other form of assist-
ance appropriate under the laws of the Re-
quested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
March 27, 1998.

Videotaped Remarks to Tracey Brown From Cape Town, South Africa
March 27, 1998

Tracey, I wish you could have been with us
when we heard President Rawlings in Ghana,
President Museveni in Uganda, talking about
your father and how much he did for Africa
and how much he did to bring America and
Africa in closer contact. And of course, on Satur-
day in Johannesburg, we dedicated the Ron
Brown Commercial Center—your mom was
there—to your dad’s memory. His legacy will
live on here because the center will promote
economic progress and individual empowerment
and democracy.

Let me say that I’ve actually read your book
from start to finish, and I loved it. And your
daddy would be proud of it. And it’s just sort
of sassy and braggy enough to be right where
he was. [Laughter] So I hope you sell a zillion
copies. You certainly deserve it, and I’m very,
very proud of you.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped at approxi-
mately 5:05 p.m. in the library at the Cape Grace
Hotel, to congratulate Ms. Brown on the publica-
tion of her biography of her father, ‘‘The Life and
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