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to be done. And if it is done, we can make
the country much safer.

So we'll keep pushing them. And I think most
of the States, probably all of them, really want
to do it. They know it’s the right thing to do,
and they just need to put somebody on it in
each State capital and make it a priority. It
can be done.

Legislative Initiatives

Q. Mr. President, there’s a Republican pro-
posal to pay for 100,000 new teachers. What
do you think of that, and why haven’t you pro-
posed that yourself?

The President. Well, I have lots of proposals
for the State of the Union that havent been
made yet. You don’t know what I'm going to
propose.

Q. [Inaudible]—about raising the minimum
wage?

The President. What I hope we will be able
to do in this session of Congress is to make
education a national issue. It would please me

if it could be a nonpartisan issue. We fought
awfully hard and finally succeeded in getting
the Congress to agree that we ought to go for-
ward with national standards and testing to see
whether our children are meeting those stand-
ards. I hope we can reenergize that movement
and do a lot of other things in this coming
session of Congress for education reform. And
I'm looking forward to it.

I have, some weeks ago, signed off on a very
ambitious agenda, only part of which has been
revealed. We'll just keep working at it. And then
I'll work with the Congress, and, whatever ideas
they have, we'll be glad to get together and
work with them.

NoTE: The President spoke at 2:39 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Office of National Drug Control
Policy Director Barry R. McCalffrey; Deputy At-
torney General Eric H. Holder, Jr.; and President
Saddam Hussein of Iraq.

Memorandum on Ending Drug Use and Drug Availability for Offenders

January 12, 1998

Memorandum for the Attorney General

Subject: Zero Tolerance for Drug Use and Drug
Availability for Offenders

Crime rates in this country have dropped sig-
nificantly for 5 years, and the number of Ameri-
cans who have used drugs is down nearly 50
percent from its peak 15 years ago. Also, drug-
related murders have dropped to their lowest
point in a decade, and recent drug use surveys
indicate that—for the first time in years—teen
drug use is leveling off, and in some instances,
modestly decreasing. All of this news is encour-
aging.

Nonetheless, much more can and needs to
be done to continue to bring down drug use
and increase public safety. With more than half
the offenders in our criminal justice system esti-
mated to have a substance abuse problem, en-
forcing coerced abstinence within the criminal
justice system is critical to breaking the cycle
of crime and drugs. My Administration consist-
ently has promoted testing offenders and requir-
ing treatment as a means of reducing recidivism
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and drug-related crime. We have worked to ex-
pand the number of Drug Courts throughout
the country, increase the number of Federal
arrestees and prisoners who are tested and treat-
ed for drugs, and launched an innovative
“Breaking the Cycle” initiative, which is a rig-
orous program of testing, treatment, supervision,
and sanctions for offenders at all stages of the
criminal justice process. And under your leader-
ship, the Federal Bureau of Prisons provides
models of excellence in drug detection, inmate
testing, and drug treatment.

We can do still more to enforce coerced absti-
nence among State prisoners, probationers, and
parolees. When a drug user ends up in a State
prison, we have a chance to break his or her
addiction. Convicted offenders who undergo
drug testing and treatment while incarcerated
and after release are approximately twice as like-
ly to stay drug- and crime-free as those offend-
ers who do not receive testing and treatment.
But when drug use inside prisons is ignored,
the demand for drugs runs high. In this environ-
ment, correction officials struggle to keep their



Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Jan. 12

prisons drug-free. Often drugs are smuggled in
by visitors; sometimes even by compromised
correctional staff.

To maintain order in our prisons, to make
effective treatment possible, and to reduce drug-
related crime, we cannot tolerate drug use and
trafficking within the Nation’s prisons. Thus, I
direct you to:

(1) Amend the guidelines requiring States re-
ceiving Federal prison construction grants to
submit plans for drug testing, intervention, and
treatment to include a requirement that States
also submit a baseline report of their prison
drug abuse problem. In every subsequent year,
States will be required to update and expand
this information in order to measure the

Remarks in an Outreach Meeting on
January 12, 1998

The President. Well, welcome. I'm glad to
see all of you, and I thank you for coming
in, some of you from a very great distance.
I will be very brief. We're about 6 months into
this effort, and I think we've gotten quite a
bit done, and we've certainly generated a fair
amount of controversy. And we’re hoping for
a good next 6 months. We've got a very ambi-
tious schedule laid out. But we thought it would
be quite helpful to bring a group in and just
listen to you talk about where you think we
are with the issue, what you think still needs
to be done, what this Advisory Board and our
project can and cannot reasonably expect to do
within this year. And maybe we can talk about
some of the things that we expect to be in
the budget and some other issues.

But I'll say more as we go along through
the meeting, but I'd rather take the maximum
amount of time to be listening to you. And
maybe we could just start with Wade.

Wade Henderson. Thank you, Mr. President.

The President. Nice tie.

[Wade Henderson, executive director, Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, thanked the Presi-
dent for his initiative, noted that a challenge
to affirmative action may appear on the Novem-
ber ballot in the State of Washington, and asked
for the President’s leadership to oppose it. He
then urged a commitment to vigorous enforce-

progress they are making towards ridding their
correctional facilities of drugs and reducing drug
use among offenders under criminal justice su-
pervision.

(2) Draft and transmit to the Congress legisla-
tion that will permit States to use their Federal
prison construction and substance abuse treat-
ment funds to provide a full range of drug test-
ing, drug treatment, and sanctions for offenders
under criminal justice supervision.

(3) In consultation with States, draft and
transmit to the Congress legislation that requires
States to enact stiffer penalties for drug traf-
ficking into and within correctional facilities.
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the President’s Initiative on Race

ment of existing civil rights laws, including a
Federal zero-tolerance policy on discrimination
and increased funding; suggested that the Presi-
dent direct the attention of business leaders to-
ward addressing the growing gap in terms of
the benefits of the Nation’s robust economy be-
tween the haves and the have-nots; and sug-
gested the creation of incentives to attract bright,
committed, dedicated professionals to the teach-
ing profession in order to ensure that more high-
quality instruction is made available in both
inner-city and rural school systems.]

The President. 1 agree with that. Let me say
on the first, on the discrimination, just very,
very briefly, we’re working on that. We have
a good budget and a good plan. And I think
we ought to go hard toward the people who
say they are against discrimination but they op-
pose affirmative action in the Republican major-
ity, and say, “Well, if you are, why won’t you
fund the EEOC? Give us the tools to do the
job.”

On the economy, we'll have a very aggressive
set of proposals that go right at what you're
suggesting and also in education. Of course,
we've already suggested that we—and have of-
fered a program of loan forgiveness for people
who will go into educationally underperforming
school districts to teach. But we have some
other things to offer in that regard.
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