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for the extraordinary clarity and vigor of his
presentation and for sharing his time with us
tonight and for placing this particular moment
in the larger spectrum of time—which I think
if we all could do more and more clearly every
day, we would live happier, more productive
lives.

Thank you, Professor.
Ellen, would you like to take over and bring

in the questions?

[At this point, the question-and-answer portion
of the program proceeded.]

The President. Dr. Hawking, our position is
we have repealed that law. [Laughter]

Let me say, first of all, in defense of my
Vice President, you will all understand that he
would love to be here, but there is a peculiar
gravitational force in New Hampshire that mani-
fests itself with a remarkable regularity. [Laugh-
ter] Let me also say that in the visual presen-
tation accompanying Dr. Hawking’s lecture,
there was that remarkable project stamped ‘‘can-
celed’’ on it. This administration opposed the
cancellation of it, I’m proud to say. [Laughter]
But we hope that the Swiss project will take
up the slack.

There’s so many questions I know you would
all like to ask. We have hundreds of questions
coming in, and one of the questions I wish
there were time to explore is, if we do, in fact,
acquire a general understanding that time and
space are more multidimensional than we had
imagined, and computers become ever more so-
phisticated, even if people will never be able
to travel at the speed of light, will we be able
to communicate some day in some ways that
destroy our common notions of time?

I’ve thought about it a lot, and I’m not smart
enough to know what the answer is, but I’d
love to—that’s one of the reasons I enjoyed
re-reading the book.

Let me also say one other thing to close—
since our Nobel laureate talked about his faith
about how the world began—the First Lady
started tonight by talking about the marvels of
technology which enable this astonishing man
to communicate with us. And it is true that
he is here and we did this because of the mar-
vels of technology. It is also true, in my mind,
that he is a genuine living miracle because of
the power of the heart and the spirit. And we
can only hope that all the advances that he
has foreseen for us tonight in human knowledge
will serve to amplify the heart and the spirit
that we have humbly witnessed this evening.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:17 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Stephen W. Hawking, Lucasian
professor of mathematics at Cambridge Univer-
sity, who gave the second lecture in the Millen-
nium series, entitled ‘‘Imagination and Change:
Science in the Next Millennium’’; Professor
Hawking’s wife, Elaine; Ellen Lovell, Director,
White House Millennium Council; and William
D. Phillips, 1997 Nobel laureate in physics. The
President also referred to the canceled super-
conducting super collider project. Professor
Hawking, who suffers from amyotrophic lateral
sclerosis, also known as Lou Gehrig’s disease,
spoke with the aid of a computerized voice syn-
thesizer.

The President’s Radio Address
March 7, 1998

Good morning. Since I took office I’ve done
everything in my power to protect our children
from harm. We’ve worked to make their streets
and their schools safer, to give them something
positive to do after school and before their par-
ents get home. We’ve worked to teach our chil-
dren that drugs are dangerous, illegal, and
wrong. This week we took a major step to pro-
tect our children, indeed all Americans, from

the dangers of drunk driving by proposing bipar-
tisan legislation to lower the legal limit to .08
in every State.

Today I want to talk to you about the historic
opportunity we now have to protect our Nation’s
children from an even more deadly threat,
smoking. Smoking kills more people every day
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than AIDS, alcohol, car accidents, murders, sui-
cides, drugs, and fires combined. Nearly 90 per-
cent of those smokers lit their first cigarette
before they turned 18.

Today, the epidemic of teen smoking is raging
throughout our Nation as, one by one, our chil-
dren are lured by multimillion dollar marketing
schemes designed to do exactly that. Consider
this: 3,000 children start to smoke every day
illegally, and 1,000 of them will die sooner be-
cause of it. This is a national tragedy that every
American should be honor-bound to help pre-
vent.

For more than 5 years we’ve worked to stop
our children from smoking before they start,
launching a nationwide campaign with the FDA
to educate them about the dangers of smoking,
to reduce their access to tobacco products, and
to severely restrict tobacco companies from ad-
vertising to young people. But even this is not
enough to fully protect our children.

To put an end to the epidemic, Congress
must act. Last fall I called on Congress to put
aside politics and pass comprehensive bipartisan
legislation to reduce teen smoking by raising
the price of cigarettes by up to a dollar and
a half a pack over the next 10 years, imposing
strong penalties if the tobacco industry keeps
selling cigarettes to our children, affirming the

FDA’s full authority to regulate tobacco, to pre-
vent children’s access to tobacco products, and
to restrict tobacco ads aimed at young people,
so that our children can’t fall prey to the deadly
threat of tobacco. Now, we learned last month
that if we do this, we’ll cut teen smoking by
almost half over the next 5 years. That means
if we act now, we have it in our power to
stop 3 million children from smoking and to
save a million lives as a result.

Today there are as few as 70 working days
left before this Congress adjourns. On every one
of those days, 1,000 adults will die from smok-
ing. On every one of those days, 3,000 children
will light their first cigarettes. On every one
of those days, this Congress has the opportunity
to stop it.

Will this Congress be remembered for putting
politics aside and protecting our children from
tobacco or for letting the public health oppor-
tunity of a lifetime pass us by? There will be
no greater measure of your commitment to the
health of our children or the future of our Na-
tion.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Statement on the Death of James B. McDougal
March 8, 1998

I am saddened to learn about Jim McDougal’s
death today. I have good memories of the years

we worked together in Arkansas, and I extend
my condolences to his family.

Remarks to the American Medical Association National Leadership
Conference
March 9, 1998

Thank you very much for that warm welcome.
And thank you, Dr. Wootton. He was giving
his talk, and I was listening, and I was thinking:
I agree with all that; there’s nothing left for
me to say. If I knew a couple of funny stories,
I could just tell them and leave and thank you
for the opportunity. [Laughter]

Dr. Dickey, congratulations on being the
president-elect. Dr. Reardon, thank you for serv-
ing on the Advisory Commission on Consumer
Protection and Quality. Dr. Smoak, thank you
for telling me there’s nothing incompatible be-
tween a doctor named ‘‘Smoke’’ and a campaign
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