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To the Congress of the United States:

As required by section 108(b) of Public Law
98-373 (15 U.S.C 4107(b)), I transmit herewith
the Seventh Biennial Report of the Interagency

Arctic Research Policy Committee (February 1,
1996 to January 31, 1998).
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March 3, 1998.
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Thank you very much. Thank you Walter,
Jerry Levin, and all the people at Time. Tonight
Time has paid tribute to the time it not only
observed but helped to create, the stunning
years your founder, Henry Luce, so unforget-
tably called the American Century.

To me, one man above all others is the per-
sonification of our American Century: Franklin
Delano Roosevelt. Now, that choice might have
pained Henry Luce—{laughter]—but surely he
would not be surprised.

The story of this century we're about to leave
is really many stories: the ascendance of science
and technology, the rise of big Government and
mass media, the movements for equality for
women and racial minorities, the dynamic
growth and disruptive force of the industrial age.
But when our children’s children look back, they
will see that above all else, the story of the
20th century is the story of the triumph of free-
dom.

Freedom: the victory of democracy over total-
itarianism, of free enterprise over state socialism,
of tolerance over bigotry and ignorance. The
advance of freedom has made this the American
Century, for in this century America has made
freedom ring. The embodiment of the triumph,
the driving force behind it, was Franklin Delano
Roosevelt.

Today, with the happy outcome known to all,
it is tempting to look back and say the victory
was assured, inevitable. But it wasn’t. In the
face of the 20th century’s greatest crisis, deci-
sively, irrevocably, President Roosevelt com-
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mitted America to freedom’s fight. Because of
that commitment and its embrace by every
American leader since, today we can say, for
the very first time in all of human history, a
majority of the world’s people live under govern-
ments of their own choosing, in freedom.

Winston Churchill said that Franklin Roo-
sevelt’s life was one of the commanding events
in human history. He was born to privilege,
but he understood the aspirations of farmers
and factory workers and forgotten Americans.
My grandfather came from a little town of about
50 people. He had a fourth grade education.
He believed that Franklin Roosevelt was his
friend, a man who cared about him and his
family and his child’s future. Polio put him in
a wheelchair, but he lifted our troubled Nation
to its feet, and he got us moving again.

He was a patrician who happily addressed
the Daughters of the American Revolution as
“my fellow immigrants.” He was a master politi-
cian, a magnificent Commander in Chief. Yes,
his life had its fair share of disappointments
and failures, but they never broke his spirit or
his faith in God or his people. Because he al-
ways rose to the occasion, so did we. FDR was
guided not by the iron dictates of ideology but
by the pragmatism of what he called bold, per-
sistent experimentation. “If one thing doesn’t
work,” he said, “try another thing, but above
all, try something.” It drove his critics crazy,
but it worked.

He brought joy and nobility to public service
as he completed the mission of his kinsman
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