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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998 / Feb. 12

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting the Annual Certification of
the Nuclear Weapons Stockpile
February 11, 1998

Dear lllll:
In my September 22, 1997, message to the

Senate transmitting the Comprehensive Nuclear
Test Ban Treaty (CTBT) for advice and consent
to ratification, I announced that I would provide
to the appropriate committees of Congress the
annual certification of the nuclear weapons
stockpile by the Secretaries of Defense and En-
ergy and accompanying report. Attached is a
copy of that certification and report.

I am pleased to note the Secretaries’ conclu-
sion that the nuclear stockpile has no safety
or reliability concerns that require underground
testing at this time. Problems that have arisen
in the stockpile are being addressed and re-
solved without underground nuclear testing to
ensure the stockpile remains safe and reliable.
In reaching this conclusion, the Secretaries ob-
tained the advice of the Directors of the Na-
tional Weapons Laboratories, the Commander
in Chief, United States Strategic Command, and
the Nuclear Weapons Council.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Albert Gore,
Jr., President of the Senate; President pro tem-
pore of the Senate Strom Thurmond, chairman,
and Carl Levin, ranking member, Senate Com-
mittee on Armed Services; Trent Lott, Senate ma-
jority leader; Thomas A. Daschle, Senate minority
leader; Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the House of
Representatives; Richard A. Gephardt, House mi-
nority leader; Jesse Helms, chairman, and Joseph
R. Biden, Jr., ranking member, Senate Committee
on Foreign Relations; Benjamin A. Gilman, chair-
man, and Lee Hamilton, ranking member, House
Committee on International Relations; and Floyd
Spence, chairman, and Ike Skelton, ranking mem-
ber, House Committee on National Security. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on February 12.

Remarks to the Joint Democratic Caucus
February 12, 1998

Thank you. Ladies and gentlemen, the minute
I get back to the White House I am going
to sign an Executive order mandating the widest
possible dissemination, for free, of whatever it
is the Vice President had for breakfast this
morning. [Laughter] Thank you, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, for what you said and for all the work
you have done over these last 5-plus years to
help make our country a better place.

I want to thank Dick Gephardt and Tom
Daschle, the Members of the Senate and the
House who are here, the members of our team,
Mr. Bowles and others. I want to thank Barbara
Turner and Judith Lee and Kate Casey for re-
minding us of why we’re all here.

You know, I—as we have established in pain-
ful and sometimes happy ways over the last 5
years, I’m not exactly a Washington person, you
know. I just sort of showed up here a few years

ago for work. [Laughter] And sometimes I really
get lonesome for why I came here. You can
go for days, weeks here, and hardly ever spot
a real citizen. [Laughter] I mean somebody
that’s just out there living, trying to do the right
thing, showing up every day, trying to make
this country a better place by making their lives
and their families and their workplaces and their
communities better places.

These women reminded us today of why we
are all here, what our charge is, why we are
here. And we should draw two lessons from
what they all said. Number one, we should
never, ever, ever believe that what we’re doing
here does not make a difference and is just
some personal power trip or some political par-
ty’s power trip. That is not true. What we do
here makes a difference, and you’ve just heard
it. The second lesson we should draw is that
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