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This strategy is guided by the principle that
drug trafficking and drug abuse are shared inter-
national threats and that we can only defeat
them by acting in common, with our other inter-
national partners. Our common efforts will up-
hold the sovereignty and rule of law which drug
trafficking organizations seek to erode.

We are making great progress in the fight
against drugs, but we cannot let up our efforts
now. The fiscal year 1999 budget I proposed
contains an increase of nearly $500 million, to
over $5.8 billion for drug demand reduction,
the largest total ever. I have also asked Congress
to fund an additional 1,000 law enforcement
officers for our borders, so we can slam the

door on drugs where they enter. Working with
Mexico and our other partners in the hemi-
sphere, we are developing new ways to strength-
en multilateral efforts against drugs, to promote
the synergies that can bolster our success.

The test of this strategy will be its results.
I am pleased that the U.S.-Mexico High Level
Contact Group Against Drugs, chaired on our
side by General Barry McCaffrey, is proceeding
immediately to develop agreed measures of per-
formance that will tell us if and how well our
strategy is succeeding, and how to continue
strengthening our counternarcotics partnership
with Mexico.

Statement on Signing Legislation Designating ‘‘Ronald Reagan Washington
National Airport’’
February 6, 1998

Today I have signed into law S. 1575, a bill
passed to change the name of the Washington
National Airport to the Ronald Reagan Wash-
ington National Airport. As the Nation cele-
brates President Reagan’s 87th birthday, we wish

him and his family well. He is in our thoughts
and prayers.

NOTE: S. 1575, approved February 6, was as-
signed Public Law No. 105–154.

The President’s Radio Address
February 7, 1998

President Clinton. Good morning. Today I am
pleased to be joined by an honored guest of
our Nation, Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom. We are speaking to you from
the Map Room in the White House, where
more than half a century ago President Franklin
Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill
charted our path to victory in World War II.

As Eleanor Roosevelt said, that was no ordi-
nary time. But neither is the new era we are
entering. At home, we must prepare all our citi-
zens to succeed in the information age. And
abroad, we must not only take advantage of real
new possibilities but combat a new nexus of
threats, none more dangerous than chemical and
biological weapons and the terrorists, criminals,
and outlaw states that seek to acquire them.

As we face the challenges of the 21st century,
the alliance between the United States and the
United Kingdom remains unshakable. I’d like
to ask Prime Minister Blair to say a word about
what we have achieved together this week.

Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United King-
dom. Thank you. And thank you for asking me
to share in your weekly address to the American
people.

Britain and America have so much in com-
mon: language, values, belief in family and com-
munity, and a real sense of national pride. We
share many problems, too, and it has been clear
from our discussions that we are agreed, in gen-
eral terms, about some of the solutions.

You took the tough decisions needed for long-
term economic stability. We are doing so. You
have focused on education, welfare reform, a
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