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of fun, but if our objective is to make sure
that every single child can tap the full potential
of the information age, then every single teacher
must be in a position to know all he or she
needs to know. So we are also investing to make
sure that from now on, every newly certified
teacher will be trained to know at least as much,
if not more, about those computers and the
Internet and communications as the students in
the classroom. That is important.

I want to make this last point. Prime Minister
Blair complimented you on your school spirit,
and we loved it when you cheered when we
came in, all of you, and we thank you. But
look around this room, look around, look at each
other. This is a picture of America in the 21st
century, people from all backgrounds, all walks
of life, all—[applause]—and what you have to
believe with all your heart and soul is that if
you get an education, you can live out your
dreams. And if all of you get an education, we
can prove that America can accommodate all

this diversity and grow stronger by the values
we have in common; that we will only grow
stronger and more prosperous and give more
opportunities to more people to live out their
dreams if we can give everybody a good edu-
cation and then we prove that we can get along,
across the lines that divide us, as one America.
That’s the America I want you to help me build
for the new century.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Eliza-
beth O’Brien, student, and Nikole Sara Bender,
vice president, student government, Montgomery
Blair High School; Gov. Parris N. Glendening of
Maryland; Senator Barbara A. Mikulski; and
Nancy ]. King, president, Montgomery County
board of education. The transcript made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Prime Minister Tony Blair of the
United Kingdom.

Statement on Proposed Child Care Legislation

February 5, 1998

Earlier this week, I submitted my budget pro-
posal to Congress. I am proud that this budg-
et—the first balanced budget in a generation—
includes an ambitious initiative to make child
care better, safer, and more affordable. Yester-
day we moved closer to achieving meaningful
child care legislation because of an important
step taken by Senator Chris Dodd and many
of his Democratic colleagues in the Senate. Sen-
ator Dodd has introduced a comprehensive child
care package that, like mine, significantly in-
creases child care subsidies for poor children,
provides greater tax relief to help low- and mid-
dle-income families pay for child care, creates
a tax credit for businesses that provide child

care for their employees, increases after-school
opportunities for children, promotes early learn-
ing, and improves child care quality.

In putting forward this proposal, Senator
Dodd and his cosponsors have built on their
longstanding commitment to improving child
care for our Nation’s children. I was also pleased
that last week a group of Republicans intro-
duced a promising child care proposal. I look
forward to working with the Congress on a bi-
partisan basis to enact child care legislation this
year that will help Americans fulfill their respon-
sibilities as workers, and even more importantly,
as parents.

Statement on the Fifth Anniversary of the Family and Medical Leave Act

February 5, 1998

On this fifth anniversary of the Family and
Medical Leave Act, I am happy to report that
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this law has been good for America’s families
and good for this country’s businesses. Before
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