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I believe that the proposed agreement for co-
operation with Switzerland will make an impor-
tant contribution to achieving our nonprolifera-
tion, trade, and other significant foreign policy
goals.

In particular, I am convinced that this agree-
ment will strengthen the international nuclear
nonproliferation regime, support of which is a
fundamental objective of U.S. national security
and foreign policy, by setting a high standard
for rigorous nonproliferation conditions and con-
trols.

Because the agreement contains all the con-
sent rights and guarantees required by current
U.S. law, it represents a substantial upgrading
of the U.S. controls in the recently-expired 1965
agreement with Switzerland.

I believe that the new agreement will also
demonstrate the U.S. intention to be a reliable
nuclear trading partner with Switzerland, and
thus help ensure the continuation and, I hope,
growth of U.S. civil nuclear exports to Switzer-
land.

I have considered the views and recommenda-
tions of the interested agencies in reviewing the
proposed agreement and have determined that
its performance will promote, and will not con-
stitute an unreasonable risk to, the common de-

fense and security. Accordingly, I have approved
the agreement and authorized its execution and
urge that the Congress give it favorable consid-
eration.

Because this agreement meets all applicable
requirements of the Atomic Energy Act, as
amended, for agreements for peaceful nuclear
cooperation, I am transmitting it to the Congress
without exempting it from any requirement con-
tained in section 123 a. of the Act. This trans-
mission shall constitute a submittal for purposes
of both sections 123 b. and 123 d. of the Atomic
Energy Act. The Administration is prepared to
begin immediately the consultations with the
Senate Foreign Relations and House Inter-
national Relations Committees as provided in
section 123 b. Upon completion of the 30-day
continuous session period provided for in section
123 b., the 60-day continuous session period
provided for in section 123 d. shall commence.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
January 28, 1998.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on January 29.

Videotaped Remarks on Id al-Fı́tr
January 29, 1998

On behalf of all Americans, I want to extend
my personal greetings to the entire Muslim
community in the United States and around the
world as you celebrate the Id al-Fı́tr.

This week marks the end of the holy month
of Ramadan. It’s a time for rejoicing and cele-
bration, a time of family and community. It is
also a time for reflection and for recommitting
ourselves to the values of tolerance, mutual re-
spect, and understanding. In a world where
many Muslims suffer the terrible consequences
of war, poverty, and unrest, we must renew our
efforts to resolve conflicts and remove the
causes of strife.

The United States is determined to do all
it can to bring a just, lasting, and comprehensive
peace to the Middle East. As I told Chairman
Arafat, Palestinians should be allowed to realize

their aspirations to live as a free people, and
Israelis should be able to live in security, recog-
nized by all their neighbors. Our goal is to help
the people of the region end this age-old conflict
and to give their children the future of hope
and promise they deserve.

Today our sympathies are with the people
of Algeria and Afghanistan, who have endured
too much suffering, and we pray that a time
of healing will soon come for them. We are
also deeply concerned by the hardships that af-
flict the people of Iraq, and we will continue
working within the United Nations so that they
receive the food and medicine they need.

To the people of Iran, I would like to say
that the United States regrets the estrangement
of our two nations. Iran is an important country
with a rich and ancient cultural heritage of
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which Iranians are justifiably proud. We have
real differences with some Iranian policies, but
I believe these are not insurmountable. I hope
that we have more exchanges between our peo-
ples and that the day will soon come when we
can enjoy once again good relations with Iran.

Let me say to the Muslims of South Asia,
I look forward to visiting your region later this
year and to deepening the bonds between the
United States and the peoples of the subconti-
nent.

On this occasion, let us rekindle our commit-
ment to the cause of peace among all the peo-
ples of the Earth. If we are dedicated in our
belief and constant in our labor, we can build
a better future, one of cooperation, under-

standing, and compassion for ourselves and for
generations to come.

As the new moon ushers in this holy celebra-
tion, let me say to all who follow the faith of
Islam: As-Salaamu alaykum. May peace be with
you, and may God grant you health and pros-
perity, now and in the years ahead.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped at approxi-
mately 6 p.m. on January 23 in the Cabinet Room
at the White House for later broadcast on the U.S.
Information Agency WORLDNET, and they were
released by the Office of the Press Secretary on
January 29. In his remarks, the President referred
to Chairman Yasser Arafat of the Palestinian Au-
thority.

Remarks at the National Defense University
January 29, 1998

Thank you very much. Thank you, General
Shelton, for those kind remarks and for your
little walk through memory lane about our asso-
ciation together. My most vivid memory of my
association with General Shelton is when he
walked out of the water and looked down at
the Haitian dictator and said he thought he
would have to go. And I thought to myself,
we should have just sent him down there by
himself. [Laughter] I thank you for your leader-
ship.

Thank you, Secretary Cohen, for your remarks
and for your extraordinary leadership of the De-
fense Department and for helping us to dem-
onstrate every day that this is not a Democratic
or a Republican effort, or a Democratic or Re-
publican administration when it comes to the
defense of this country and the welfare of the
American people and our men and women in
uniform.

To the members of the Joint Chiefs, the com-
manders in chief, General Chilcoat, the students
of the National Defense University, faculty, and
others; I am delighted to be here, at a place
where education, experience, and excellence
make a common home. I’m especially pleased
to be here with the members of the Joint Chiefs
and our commanders in chief, whose 68 stars
form a shining constellation of talent and
achievement.

We have just had a wonderful meeting, and
each of the commanders in chief has shared
a few moments with me, and we’ve had a little
conversation discussing the whole range of
America’s security interests, the whole range of
the concerns of people who are managing the
welfare of our men and women in uniform. And
I must say that I couldn’t help thinking, during
the course of this meeting, I wish every person
who wears the uniform of the United States
could be watching this on closed-circuit tele-
vision, because they’d have so much confidence
in the leadership of our military.

And in a larger sense, I wish every American
citizen could have seen it because they would
feel so much more pride, even than they do
now, in the way our military is led, the thinking
about the future that is going on, the innovation
that is going on, and the profound concern for
the people who wear our Nation’s uniform, as
well as what I consider to be an enormous sensi-
tivity to the increasing interdependence of our
United States with other countries and the ne-
cessity of more creative, positive partnerships
around the world. And I know we have people
here from other nations in this audience today,
and I welcome you here.

Twelve of the commanders in chief behind
me are graduates of the National Defense Uni-
versity. They indicate the value of this university
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