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most of these were delivered in the last 7
months by the parties themselves. We intend
to sustain political and economic pressure to
assure continued compliance with the Dayton
accords.

We must continue this progress. Today I call
again on all parties to the Dayton accords to
fulfill their obligations to bring all indicted war
criminals to justice. Carrying out these commit-
ments is essential for advancing the work of
reconciliation in Bosnia.

Statement on Receiving the Interim Report of the Secretary of State’s
Special Advisory Committee on Religious Freedom Abroad
January 23, 1998

I welcome the report of the Committee,
which my administration established in Novem-
ber 1996 to advise us on means to combat reli-
gious persecution and intolerance abroad.

I am pleased that the Committee has recog-
nized the considerable efforts we have already
made to raise the profile of these issues and
invigorate our advocacy, and we will carefully

study the Committee’s recommendations on how
we can do more.

This distinguished group of Americans is play-
ing a critical role in our effort to promote reli-
gious freedom abroad, and we look forward to
a continued and close collaboration as the Com-
mittee prepares its final report in the months
to come.

The President’s Radio Address
January 24, 1998

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
our continuing efforts to fight fraud and abuse
in the Medicare system.

For more than 30 years, Medicare has helped
us to honor our oldest obligations to our parents
and grandparents. And since I took office, our
administration has made strengthening Medicare
one of our top priorities. The balanced budget
I signed into law last summer will extend the
life of the Medicare Trust Fund for at least
a decade. But to ensure that Medicare is as
strong in the 21st century as it has been in
the 20th, we must also do more to root out
fraud and abuse.

Medicare fraud cheats beneficiaries and tax-
payers out of billions of dollars every single year.
It undermines the strength of this vitally impor-
tant program. Since 1993, we’ve assigned more
Federal prosecutors and investigators to fight
Medicare fraud than ever before, increasing
fraud convictions by a record 240 percent. All
told, we’ve saved taxpayers over $20 billion. And
the Kennedy-Kassebaum legislation I signed into
law in 1996 has given us new resources and

tools to investigate, prosecute, and convict dis-
honest providers and medical suppliers.

On Monday, I’ll send to Congress a report
that shows just how effective those new tools
have been. I’m proud to say that in the last
year alone we’ve collected nearly a billion dollars
in fines and settlements for health care fraud.
Money that would have lined the pockets of
scam artists is now going instead to preserve
the Medicare Trust Fund and to improve health
for millions of Americans. We’ve increased pros-
ecutions for health care fraud by more than
60 percent, and we’ve stopped health care fraud
before it starts by keeping nearly twice as many
bad providers out of the system.

Now, make no mistake; Medicare fraud is a
real crime, committed by real criminals intent
on stealing from the system and cheating our
most vulnerable citizens. Let me just give you
one example.

In New York City, a Russian immigrant, be-
lieved by Federal investigators to be part of
an organized crime ring, defrauded Medicare
of $11⁄2 million by selling substandard medical
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