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stockpile biological weapons under any cir-
cumstances and shall oppose the proliferation
of biological weapons and their technology and
equipment.

Both the United States and China support
efforts to strengthen the effectiveness of the
Convention, including the establishment of a
practical and effective compliance mechanism.
In this connection, the two sides positively ap-
praise the work of the Ad Hoc Group set up
for this purpose on negotiating a protocol to
the Convention. The two sides believe the pro-
tocol must include efficient, practical and cost
effective measures to deter proliferation or viola-
tion of the Convention and improve trans-
parency. Appropriate measures should be formu-
lated and implemented in a manner that takes

into account protection of sensitive commercial
information and legitimate security needs, and
in light of relevant national laws and regulations.
The two sides express their desire to cooperate
in the negotiations and work together to further
accelerate an early conclusion of the negotiations
on the protocol.

The United States and China agree that they
shall strive to enhance bilateral cooperation and
exchanges in the field of bio-technology and vig-
orously engage in and promote the peaceful use
of biological technology.

NOTE: The joint statement was made available by
the Office of the Press Secretary, but it was not
issued as a White House press release.

Joint Statement on South Asia
June 27, 1998

Introduction
Recent nuclear tests by India and Pakistan,

and the resulting increase in tension between
them, are a source of deep and lasting concern
to both of us. Our shared interests in a peaceful
and stable South Asia and in a strong global
nonproliferation regime have been put at risk
by these tests, which we have joined in con-
demning. We have agreed to continue to work
closely together, within the P–5, the Security
Council and with others, to prevent an accel-
erating nuclear and missile arms race in South
Asia, strengthen international nonproliferation
efforts, and promote reconciliation and the
peaceful resolution of differences between India
and Pakistan.

Preventing a Nuclear and Missile Race in South
Asia

The P–5 Joint Communique of June 4, which
was endorsed by UN Security Council Resolu-
tion 1172, sets out clear and comprehensive ob-
jectives and a plan for action to address the
threat of South Asian nuclear and missile arms
race. We pledge our full support for the steps
outlined in the Joint Communique, and again
call on India and Pakistan to stop all further
nuclear tests and adhere immediately and un-
conditionally to the Comprehensive Nuclear

Test Ban Treaty (CTBT), to refrain from
weaponization or deployment of nuclear weap-
ons and from the testing or deployment of mis-
siles capable of delivering nuclear weapons, and
to enter into firm commitments not to
weaponize or deploy nuclear weapons or missiles
capable of delivering them.

Strengthening Global Nonproliferation
Cooperation

The United States and China remain firmly
committed to strong and effective international
cooperation on nuclear nonproliferation, with
the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear
Weapons (NPT) as its cornerstone. We will con-
tinue to bolster global nuclear nonproliferation
efforts, and reiterate that our goal is adherence
of all countries, including India and Pakistan,
to the NPT as it stands, without any modifica-
tion. States that do not adhere to the Treaty
cannot expect to be accorded the same benefits
and international standing as are accorded to
NPT parties. Notwithstanding their recent nu-
clear tests, India and Pakistan do not have the
status of nuclear weapons states in accordance
with the NPT.

We reaffirm our determination to fulfill our
commitments relating to nuclear disarmament
under Article VI of the NPT. To this end, both
countries have signed the Comprehensive Test
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Ban Treaty and do not intend to resume nuclear
testing.

We call for the prompt initiation and conclu-
sion of negotiations in the Conference on Disar-
mament, on the basis of the 1995 agreed man-
date, for a multilateral treaty banning the pro-
duction of fissile material for nuclear weapons
or other nuclear explosive devices. We urge
India and Pakistan to participate, in a positive
spirit, in such negotiations with other states in
the Conference on Disarmament with a view
to reaching early agreement.

We both actively support the Strengthened
Safeguards System now being implemented by
the IAEA, and will promptly take steps to imple-
ment it in our countries.

Reducing Tensions and Encouraging the Peaceful
Resolution of Differences Between India and
Pakistan

We are committed to assist where possible
India and Pakistan to resolve peacefully the dif-
ficult and long-standing differences between
them, including the issue of Kashmir. We wel-
come the resumption of dialogue between the
two countries and encourage them to continue
such dialogue, and we stand ready to assist in
the implementation of confidence-building
measures between them, and encourage the
consideration of additional measures of this type.

Responsibilities of the United States and China
The United States and China have long

sought friendly relations with both India and
Pakistan. We reaffirm this goal and our hope

that we can jointly and individually contribute
to the achievement of a peaceful, prosperous,
and secure South Asia. As P–5 members, and
as states with important relationships with the
countries of the region, we recognize our re-
sponsibility to contribute actively to the mainte-
nance of peace, stability and security in the re-
gion, and to do all we can to address the root
causes of tension.

We reaffirm that our respective policies are
to prevent the export of equipment, materials
or technology that could in any way assist pro-
grams in India or Pakistan for nuclear weapons
or for ballistic missiles capable of delivering such
weapons, and that to this end, we will strength-
en our national export control systems.

Next Steps
Close coordination between the United States

and China is essential to building strong inter-
national support behind the goals to which we
are committed in response to nuclear testing
by India and Pakistan. We will stay closely in
touch on this issue, and will work with other
members of the P–5 and the Security Council,
with other Asian and Pacific countries, and with
the broader international community to forestall
further instability in South Asia, achieve a peace-
ful and mutually acceptable resolution of dif-
ferences between India and Pakistan, and
strengthen the global nonproliferation regime.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by President Jiang Zemin of China in
Beijing
June 27, 1998

President Jiang, Madame Wang, members of
the Chinese Government, fellow guests; I am
honored to be here representing the people of
the United States in the Great Hall of the Peo-
ple, which reflects the impressive progress of
the Chinese people in the 20th century.

We Americans first saw it on our televisions
26 years ago when President Nixon became the
first American leader to visit China. Those were
the very first live pictures of China ever seen

in my country. Across the United States, Ameri-
cans were filled with great hope as relations
resumed between our two great nations.

That visit changed history. It reminded us of
the warmth each nation felt for the other, long
before the cold war. It recalled our alliance in
World War II and our long history of commer-
cial relations dating back to the infancy of the
United States. We were trading together before
our Constitution was written. Even the tea that
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