
106

Jan. 21 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1998

ensuring that this house, the people’s house,
remains the pride of our people well into the
next millennium.

No one has been more committed to making
sure that this house is for all of our people
than the First Lady. Over the past 5 years, Hil-
lary has worked so hard to showcase the talent
and creativity of all Americans in each of these
grand and historic rooms, from refurbishing the
Blue Room to securing the first painting by an
African-American, or the first painting by Geor-
gia O’Keefe for the White House’s permanent
collection. Her contributions to this house will
remain a long time after we’re gone from Wash-
ington.

Let me say it was in no small part because
of her dedication that the 1.5 million visitors
who walk through the White House every single
year have been able to enjoy the richness and
diversity of America’s cultural heritage. I thank
her for her leadership and for making this house
on all floors a more wonderful and truly historic
place to live.

And now, in reverse of the usual order, it
is my pleasure and honor to introduce the First
Lady of the United States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:05 p.m. in the
State Dining Room at the White House.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on the Emigration
Policies and Trade Status of Albania
January 21, 1998

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
I am submitting an updated report to the

Congress concerning the emigration laws and
policies of Albania. The report indicates contin-
ued Albanian compliance with U.S. and inter-
national standards in the area of emigration. In
fact, Albania has imposed no emigration restric-
tions, including exit visa requirements, on its
population since 1991.

On December 5, 1997, I determined and re-
ported to the Congress that Albania was in full
compliance with the freedom of emigration cri-
teria of sections 402 and 409 of the Trade Act
of 1974. That action allowed for the continuation

of most-favored-nation (MFN) status for Albania
and certain other activities without the require-
ment of an annual waiver. This semiannual re-
port is submitted as required by law pursuant
to the determination of December 5, 1997.

Sincerely,

BILL CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on January 22.

Remarks Prior to Discussions With Chairman Yasser Arafat of the
Palestinian Authority and an Exchange With Reporters
January 22, 1998

Middle East Peace Process

The President. Let me say before we begin
that I am very pleased to welcome Chairman
Arafat back to the United States as our partner
in the peace process. As I did with Prime Min-
ister Netanyahu, I want to emphasize what a

critical time this is in the process and the impor-
tance of both parties meeting their obligations.

I also would like to take just a second to
underline the principles of the peace process:
mutual obligations and the concept of land for
peace, so that Israelis can live in security, recog-
nized by all their neighbors, and the Palestinians
can realize their aspirations to live as a free
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people. If we can focus on these principles, I’m
convinced we can make some progress. I’m
going to give Chairman Arafat a little report
on my meeting with Mr. Netanyahu, and then
we’re going to go to work.

Q. Mr. President, when do you think the
Israelis will finally meet their U.N. obligations,
or treaty obligations, to give back conquered
land?

The President. Well, we’re going to discuss
that. We’re working on it. We believe the Oslo
process sets out a schedule for redeployment,
and that’s obviously one of the major issues to
be discussed.

Q. But they’re not going to meet it, are they?
The President. Well, give us a chance. We’re

working on it.

[At this point, a reporter asked Chairman Arafat
a question in Arabic, and a translation was not
provided.]

Q. Mr. President, what’s the next step now,
and is there a timeframe where you want things
to move?

The President. Well, after this meeting, then
what we’ll do is to see whether we have moved
the parties closer together. And if we have, then
we’ll try to figure out how to close the loop
and get an understanding on what the next steps
are. And if we can do that—we want to do
it, obviously, fairly quickly; we don’t want to
just keep dragging this out. I think we have
a sense of urgency here.

[At this point, a reporter asked Chairman Arafat
a question in Arabic, and a translation was not
provided.]

Q. Mr. Arafat, do you believe progress was
made with Prime Minister Netanyahu, and do
you believe progress will be made this week?
And would you agree to a few-stage withdrawal?

Chairman Arafat. As long as there is pressure
and efforts by President Clinton, I’m fully con-
fident that the peace process will be protected
and will be succeeded. And we should not forget
that the President also has sent Madeleine
Albright, Secretary of State, and Mr. Ross to
the region many times to push the peace process
forward.

Q. So you believe Mr. Netanyahu will stand
by his commitments?

Chairman Arafat. We hope so, he would do
so.

Independent Counsel’s Investigation
Q. Forgive us for raising this while you’re

dealing with important issues in the Middle
East, but could you clarify for us, sir, exactly
what your relationship was with Ms. Lewinsky,
and whether the two of you talked by phone,
including any messages you may have left?

The President. Let me say, first of all, I want
to reiterate what I said yesterday. The allega-
tions are false, and I would never ask anybody
to do anything other than tell the truth. Let’s
get to the big issues there, about the nature
of the relationship and whether I suggested any-
body not tell the truth. That is false.

Now, there are a lot of other questions that
are, I think, very legitimate. You have a right
to ask them; you and the American people have
a right to get answers. We are working very
hard to comply and get all the requests for
information up here, and we will give you as
many answers as we can, as soon as we can,
at the appropriate time, consistent with our obli-
gation to also cooperate with the investigations.

And that’s not a dodge, that’s really why
I’ve—I’ve talked with our people. I want to do
that. I’d like for you to have more rather than
less, sooner rather than later. So we’ll work
through it as quickly as we can and get all
those questions out there to you.

Visit of Pope John Paul II to Cuba
Q. Mr. President, about the Pope and Cuba,

what are your impressions of the remarkable
scenes of the Pope in Cuba, and what about
his call for an end to the embargo?

The President. Well, first of all, I’m glad he
went to Cuba. I think it’s a wonderful thing
and I’m glad that Mr. Castro invited him to
come. I’m glad the Cuban Government let the
Christian people in Cuba celebrate Christmas
last Christmas, acknowledge it in an explicit and
open way. And I hope that this trip will lead
to some reassessment on the part of the Cuban
Government that would enable us to move clos-
er together in many ways.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:11 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. Chairman Arafat
spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter. In his remarks, the President
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referred to President Fidel Castro of Cuba. Chair-
man Arafat referred to Ambassador Dennis B.
Ross, U.S. Special Middle East Coordinator. A

tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

Videotaped Remarks Commemorating the 25th Anniversary of the
Supreme Court’s Roe v. Wade Decision
January 22, 1998

On January 22d, we mark the 25th anniver-
sary of Roe v. Wade, the landmark Supreme
Court decision that affirmed every woman’s
right to choose whether and when to have a
child, and in doing so, affirmed two of our Na-
tion’s most deeply-held values, personal privacy
and family responsibility.

Over the past 25 years, Roe v. Wade has
had a major positive impact on the health and
well-being of American women and their fami-
lies. Safe, legal abortion has all but eliminated
the dangerous, clandestine conditions that
claimed too many women’s lives when the pro-
cedure was illegal.

I’m committed to keeping abortion safe, legal,
and accessible—and to making it more rare.
Over the last 5 years, we’ve led the way on
policies to prevent unintended pregnancy by
making comprehensive family planning and sex
education programs more widely available.
We’ve increased support for Title X family plan-
ning services every year in our budget. And
I’ll do so again this year.

I’ve fought to continue funding for inter-
national family planning, bringing much needed
health care to women all around the world.
Here at home, by working together with health
care professionals, community groups, schools,
and family planning agencies, we’ve made real
progress in reducing teen pregnancy. And I was
proud to sign legislation to protect the rights
Roe established by protecting women’s clinics
from violence. We have enforced that law to
its full extent.

I will continue to do everything I can to make
sure that every child in America is a wanted
child, raised in a loving, strong family. Ulti-
mately, that idea is what the anniversary of Roe
v. Wade celebrates.

Hillary and I join with all of you in com-
memorating this milestone and pledge ourselves
anew to protecting the right to choose.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: These remarks were videotaped at approxi-
mately 4:30 p.m. on January 6 in the Cabinet
Room at the White House.

Statement on the Apprehension of Indicted War Criminal Goran Jelisic
January 22, 1998

I welcome the news that Goran Jelisic has
been detained by SFOR forces, led by American
units, in the Republika Srpska city of Bijelina.
He is now being transported to The Hague for
trial before the International Criminal Tribunal
for the former Yugoslavia. Jelisic was indicted
by the Tribunal in 1995 for 56 counts of geno-
cide, war crimes, and crimes against humanity.
The SFOR forces acted according to their rules
of engagement, which authorize the apprehen-
sion of indicted war criminals when encountered

in the course of their duties. This was the third
such apprehension by SFOR forces, following
actions last July and December that resulted
in the capture of four indictees and the death
of a fifth.

I congratulate the SFOR troops who partici-
pated in this effort. The United States continues
to support fully the work of the Tribunal to
bring indicted war criminals to justice. Jelisic
will be the 23rd of 78 indictees brought to The
Hague for trial. It is important to recall that
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