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The President. At the arrival ceremony, which
is—well, you know where it is, right off
Tiananmen Square. There is no speech, it is
just—you know, and by the way, the United
States is the only country that I'm aware of
where we have little remarks at the arrival cere-
mony.

Every country I go to, it is the same thing.
I get out; you go through the ritual; and then
you go in and begin your meetings. But I will
say what I have to say in other forums.

Q. Thank you very much, Mr. President. We
appreciate your time.

The President. 1 enjoyed it.

Q. And we hope you will wear this hat.

The President. I love this hat. It's quite pretty.
Q. Hey, you look good in it.
The President. Thank you very, very much.

NoTE: The interview was taped at approximately
10:20 a.m. in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for later broadcast, and the transcript was
embargoed for release until 3 p.m. In his remarks,
the President referred to President Jiang Zemin
of China; and freed Chinese dissident Wang Dan.
The journalists who conducted the interview were
Arin  Basu, Feng Xiao Ming, and Patricia
Hindman. A tape was not available for verification
of the content of this interview.

Statement Announcing the Benchmarking Process in Federal Procurement

June 24, 1998

Today I am pleased to announce policies that
continue my commitment to expand economic
opportunity for all Americans. These new guide-
lines for Federal procurement are designed to
remedy discrimination in a carefully targeted
way. These reforms, which continue my promise
to mend, not end affirmative action, expand op-
portunities for small disadvantaged businesses.

These new guidelines allow small disadvan-
taged businesses to receive a price credit of
up to 10 percent in bidding for Federal con-
tracts. The credits will be available only in in-
dustries that show the ongoing effects of dis-
crimination. The Department of Commerce
identified these industries through a process
called benchmarking, which compares the actual
share of Federal procurement by small disadvan-

taged firms to the share that would be expected
in the absence of discrimination. Limiting cred-
its to these industries satisfies constitutional re-
quirements while targeting our efforts in areas
where disparities still exist.

This program is based on authority given the
administration by Congress in 1994. These cred-
its will help level the playing field for firms
that have suffered from discrimination. How-
ever, they do not ensure that any firm will win
a contract. Small disadvantaged businesses must
compete with all other businesses to win Federal
contracts.

The steps we are taking today comply with
legal requirements and preserve competition,
while serving to remedy discrimination.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Proposed Hate Crimes Prevention

Legislation
June 24, 1998

Dear :

I am writing to urge the Senate (House) to
act quickly this year to pass the Hate Crimes
Prevention Act of 1998. This crucial legislation
would expand the ability of the Justice Depart-
ment to prosecute hate crimes by removing
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needless jurisdictional requirements for existing
crimes and by giving Federal prosecutors the
power to prosecute hate crimes committed be-
cause of the victim’s sexual orientation, gender,

or disability.
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