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Joint Statement on Republic of Georgia-United States Relations
July 18, 1997

During their July 18, 1997 meeting in Wash-
ington, Presidents Clinton and Shevardnadze un-
derscored the special importance they attach to
the close and productive relationship between
the United States and Georgia. They committed
to work together actively to expand cooperation
throughout the foreign policy, security, eco-
nomic and commercial spheres. The Presidents
noted that the growing U.S.-Georgia partnership
is firmly based on common goals and values
and reflects the national interests of both states.

President Clinton praised President
Shevardnadze’s staunch leadership in vigorously
implementing democratic and free-market prin-
ciples, which has made Georgia a model of polit-
ical and economic reform among the new inde-
pendent states. President Clinton underscored
the full support of the United States for the
efforts of the Georgian government and par-
liament in pursuing reform in recent years.
Georgia’s continued commitment to democra-
tization and respect for human rights will only
further strengthen the warm ties between the
two states and peoples.

The two Presidents noted positively the con-
tribution to Georgia’s reform efforts made by
U.S. technical and humanitarian assistance.
President Clinton pledged continued robust sup-
port for Georgia’s reforms.

The Presidents called for expanded coopera-
tion, both bilateral and multilateral, to promote
Georgia’s further integration into emerging Eu-
ropean security structures. They expressed satis-
faction with the entry into force on May 15,
1997 of the Conventional Armed Forces in Eu-
rope (CFE) Flank Document. President Clinton
encouraged Georgia’s active involvement in
NATO’s new Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council

(EAPC). He also expressed strong commitment
to assisting Georgia’s efforts to address non-pro-
liferation and export control concerns and to
develop a modern military under civilian control
and a viable border guard.

President Clinton reaffirmed U.S. support for
Georgia’s territorial integrity and a peaceful set-
tlement to the tragic conflict in Abkhazia. The
United States and Georgia support the early re-
sumption of negotiations on Abkhazia, under the
aegis of the UN, with Russia as facilitator and
the participation of the OSCE and the other
Friends of Georgia countries—France, Ger-
many, the United Kingdom and the United
States.

The two Presidents agreed on the need to
expand commercial relations between the
United States and Georgia, including higher lev-
els of trade and investment. In support of these
goals, the instruments of ratification for the
U.S.-Georgia Bilateral Investment Treaty were
exchanged during the visit. The two sides agree
to continue close cooperation in support of
Georgia’s rapid accession to the World Trade
Organization on commercial terms generally ap-
plied to newly acceding members, which will
further Georgia’s integration into the global
economy.

President Clinton praised Georgia’s efforts to
strengthen regional cooperation in the Caucasus,
including its strong support for the Eurasian
transport corridor. The Presidents agreed that
this project is vitally important to the economic
future not only of Georgia, but the region as
a whole.

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this joint statement.

The President’s Radio Address
July 19, 1997

Good morning. Today I want to talk about
the important progress we’re making in our ef-
forts to get guns out of the hands of violent
juveniles.

Our administration has put in place a tough,
smart anticrime strategy, relying on more com-
munity police, stricter punishment, and better
afterschool prevention efforts. This strategy is
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working. For 5 years in a row, we’ve seen seri-
ous crime drop nationwide. Last year, we saw
the largest one-year decline in violent crime and
murder in 35 years. Our most recent figures
even show a slight decline in juvenile crime.
But we all know that juvenile crime and violence
are still significant problems in our country. We
know that children are still killing children for
shoes, for jackets, for turf. We know that too
many of our young people are drawn to guns
and violence as a way of life.

One fact stands out and demands our atten-
tion. Over the past decades, the number of gun
murders by juveniles has skyrocketed by 300
percent. This is simply unacceptable. We know
we must break this deadly trend. Some of our
cities are beginning to do it. In Boston, thanks
to a comprehensive effort by prosecutors, police,
probation officers, community leaders, and ordi-
nary citizens, not a single juvenile murder has
been committed with a gun in 2 full years. Bos-
ton police commissioner Paul Evans should be
commended for his leadership role in this out-
standing effort, and I’m very glad that he’s
joined me here today.

A year ago, I looked at Boston’s approach,
and it was clear that tracing guns seized from
young criminals was a key to the city’s success.
So I directed the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco
and Firearms to launch a national initiative in
17 cities to replicate Boston’s effort and trace
all the guns used in crimes. A year later, the
first results are in. Police departments in these
17 cities submitted for tracing nearly twice as
many guns used in crimes as they did the year
before. We found that almost half of all guns
used in crimes came from young people. More
importantly, for the first time, we know where
the juveniles are getting these guns, how they
are getting them, and what kinds of guns they
are using.

One crucial fact is now clear, that guns are
finding their way quickly from legitimate retail
stores to black markets through a network of
gun traffickers and corrupt gun dealers. Make
no mistake: Gun traffickers are funneling guns
to lawless youth. We know how they operate,
and we intend to shut them down.

In Milwaukee, thanks to our youth gun-trac-
ing initiative, police officers were able to find
a pattern. Several guns used in drive-by shoot-
ings and armed robberies had originally been
purchased by one man, a security guard named
Larry Shikes. Police investigators quickly discov-

ered that Shikes was selling brand new semi-
automatic weapons from the trunk of his car.
Police swept in and arrested him in April. He
pled guilty to trafficking charges, and he will
be sentenced next month.

Our youth gun-tracing initiative has been so
effective that I’m pleased to announce we will
expand our efforts to 10 more cities, including
Philadelphia and Los Angeles. I want to thank
the ATF and all the people who have worked
on this initiative, especially Under Secretary of
Treasury Ray Kelly, who is also with me today.
We will work with Congress to hire more ATF
agents to work with local police officers and
prosecutors to pursue traffickers based on the
leads we’re generating now every day.

We also have a chance to build on our
progress by passing a smart, tough juvenile jus-
tice bill that cracks down on guns and gangs.
We need to provide for more prosecutors,
tougher penalties, and better afterschool gang
prevention programs. We should require that
every new gun sold in America has a child safety
lock. And we should prohibit violent teenagers
from buying guns once they become adults.

Last week, I was disappointed that a Senate
committee considering a juvenile crime bill
voted against requiring Federal firearms dealers
to provide child safety locks. I urge the full
Senate to reconsider this action.

A juvenile crime bill must be comprehensive.
Of course, it must get tough on violent juvenile
offenders, but it also must cut off their access
to guns. That’s one big reason why Boston’s
program works. To keep guns away from crime-
committing youth, we must also continue to per-
form background checks on gun-buying adults.
The Brady law has already stopped more than
250,000 fugitives, felons, and stalkers from buy-
ing handguns. The Supreme Court recently
struck down a portion of the Brady law that
requires local officials to perform these checks.
But in a meeting this week with law enforce-
ment officials from around the country, Attorney
General Reno and Treasury Secretary Rubin
confirmed that the overwhelming majority of po-
lice departments are continuing to do the re-
sponsible thing, to perform these background
checks voluntarily because they work.

Now that we’re making every effort to keep
criminals from getting guns through the front
door of a gun shop, we’re turning our attention
to locking the back door, too. We have started
to crack the code of the black market in illegal
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weapons. We are tracing the guns, targeting the
traffickers, taking more of our children out of
harm’s way. Cities like Boston have shown us
great results. And if we’ll all work together,
there is no reason why every community in
America can’t expect and achieve the same suc-
cess.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:48 p.m. on
July 18 in the Roosevelt Room at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on July 19.

Statement on the Cease-Fire in Northern Ireland
July 19, 1997

On behalf of the American people, I welcome
the cease-fire declared by the IRA on July 19.
This declaration, which we expect to be imple-
mented unequivocally and permanently, can
open the door to inclusive negotiations to
achieve a just and lasting settlement of the con-
flict in Northern Ireland, a settlement that will
heal age-old divisions and create an environment
in which both vibrant traditions can flourish and
prosper.

This is a moment of great possibility. As
Northern Ireland’s political leaders begin to
shape their future, I urge them to do so on
the basis of the principles of fairness and com-
promise that underpin all democratic systems.
These negotiations must be based on a commit-
ment to bringing about positive change and re-
specting the eventual settlement, even though
it will not fulfill all the desires of any one party
or community. The negotiations must ensure
equality, justice, and respect for both cultures.
As I have said many times, such negotiations
can only take place free from the shadow of
the violence or the threat of violence. That is
why we look to Sinn Fein, like the other parties
participating in the talks, to give their full com-
mitment to the Mitchell principles.

Many men and women have taken great risks
to bring about a peaceful resolution of this con-
flict. I commend the leaders of Sinn Fein who
have helped bring about the cease-fire, as I
commend the loyalist leaders who have sought
to maintain their own cease-fire through many
difficult months. The possibilities opened by to-
day’s announcement are also a tribute to those
political leaders who have steadfastly condemned
violence and worked to forge a democratically
negotiated settlement. I particularly appreciate
the efforts of the Governments of Great Britain
and Ireland, who have dedicated themselves to
pursuing peace and a democratically negotiated
settlement that will benefit all the people.

The United States will work closely with the
two governments and the political parties to
build on this historic opportunity. On the basis
of this cease-fire, implemented unequivocally,
my administration will work with Sinn Fein as
with the other political parties. The United
States will strongly support those who take the
risks of principled compromise as they seek a
peaceful and prosperous future for themselves
and their children.

Message to the Congress on Most-Favored-Nation Trade Status for
Mongolia
July 18, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
On September 4, 1996, I determined and re-

ported to the Congress that Mongolia is in full
compliance with the freedom of emigration cri-

teria of sections 402 and 409 of the Trade Act
of 1974. This action allowed for the continuation
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