Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / July 10

Statement on the R.]J. Reynolds Tobacco Company Decision To Stop Using
the Joe Camel Character in Tobacco Advertisements

July 10, 1997

I welcome R.J. Reynolds’ decision today to
stop using Joe Camel in its advertisements. This
step is long overdue. As I said last year when
we announced the FDA rule to protect youth
from tobacco, we must put tobacco ads like Joe
Camel out of our children’s reach forever. I

am glad RJR has finally taken this step today,
and I hope other companies will follow suit.
In the months ahead, I will keep fighting until
the days of marketing tobacco to our children
are over.

Remarks to the Citizens of Warsaw, Poland

July 10, 1997

Thank you. Mr. President, Mr. Mayor, Major
Kuklelka, Lieutenant Blazeusz, to the people of
Warsaw and the people of Poland. I am proud
to speak to you and to welcome you, along with
the people of Hungary and the Czech Republic,
as the next members of NATO and the next
allies of the United States of America.

If my interpreter will forgive me, I want to
depart from the text to say that our American
delegation are all proud to be here. But there
are two here for whom this day has special
meaning, and I would like to ask them to stand.
The first is our Secretary of State, who was
born in the Czech Republic and driven out by
the troubles that so grieved the Poles in the
last 50 years, Madeleine Albright. The second
is one of the most distinguished Members of
the United States Congress—both of her grand-
fathers were Polish immigrants—Senator Bar-
bara Mikulski, from Maryland.

We gather to celebrate this moment of prom-
ises kept and of promise redeemed. Here, in
the twilight of the 20th century, we set our
sights on a new century, a century in which
finally we fulfill Poland’s destiny as a free nation
at the heart of a free Europe, a new Europe
undivided, democratic, and at peace.

Three years ago this week, I came to this
great city and made this pledge: Nothing about
you without you. Nic o was bez was. Now Po-
land is joining NATO. Poland is taking its place
in the community of democracies. Never again
will your fate be decided by others. Never again
will the birthright of freedom be denied you.

Poland is coming home.

Freedom burned brightly in Poland 200 years
ago. Then you gave Europe its first written con-
stitution and the world’s second written constitu-
tion, after America’s own. That solemn pact gave
strength and hope to your ancestors, even as
Poland fell victim again and again to tyranny.
But this week, its words and those who revered
them speak to us across the centuries: “We do
solemnly establish this constitution, willing to
profit by the present circumstances of Europe
and by the favorable moment which has restored
us to ourselves.”

People of Poland, this favorable moment has
restored you to yourselves. It is a moment that
you have made. Just as freedom was born here
200 years ago, it was reborn here 8 years ago
when you changed the course of history. And
now, together, we have restored Poland to Eu-
rope and to the destiny you deserve. From this
day forward, what Poland builds in peace, Po-
land will keep in security.

To the citizens of my own country I say, this
land where I speak has known the worst wars
of the 20th century. By expanding NATO, we
will help to prevent another war involving Po-
land, another war in Europe, another war that
also claims the lives of Americans.

We come to this moment grateful for its
blessings but conscious of the grave responsi-
bility it carries. Through the power of its exam-
ple and the example of its power, our NATO
alliance has kept Western Europe, Canada, and
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