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Dec. 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
letter was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on December 8. The related memorandum

of December 5 on emigration policies of Albania,
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Tajikistan, Turkmenistan,
and Uzbekistan is listed in Appendix D at the end
of this volume.

Text of a Letter to Shelia Davis Lawrence
December 8, 1997

It is with a deep sense of personal sadness
that I received your letter this afternoon. I will
of course ensure that the Department of De-
fense accommodates your wishes.

I will always remember Larry for his friend-
ship and for his service to his community and
our country. And I will never forget Larry’s re-
markable success as a businessman, his gen-
erosity as a philanthropist and his skill as a dip-
lomat.

I know this has been a difficult time for you
and I sincerely hope that you find peace in
the days ahead.

NOTE: The letter referred to Mrs. Lawrence’s late
husband, M. Larry Lawrence, former Ambassador
to Switzerland. An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Statement on the Death of Jeanette E. Rockefeller
December 9, 1997

Hillary joins me in extending our condolences
to the family of the late Jeanette E. Rockefeller,
who died yesterday at the age of 79. As the
wife of former Governor Winthrop Rockefeller,
she was a pioneering First Lady of Arkansas,
helping her former husband bring the ‘‘New
South’’ to our State and leading women into
the mainstream of political and public life. She
spearheaded education and cultural outreach
across the State through the Arkansas Arts Cen-

ter. As a tireless campaigner, Mrs. Rockefeller
was a strong voice against discrimination, with
an uncanny ability to relate to the common man
and woman. And, at a particularly tense time
in the wake of Martin Luther King’s assassina-
tion, she organized a memorial service in his
honor on the steps of the State Capitol.

The people of Arkansas have lost a true and
valued friend.

Statement on the 40th Anniversary of the Department of Justice Civil
Rights Division
December 9, 1997

I congratulate the Civil Rights Division of the
Department of Justice on its 40th anniversary.
For 40 years, the Civil Rights Division has pro-
tected the American dream for all our people.
By diligently and faithfully enforcing our civil
rights laws, the lawyers and members of this
division have helped all of us live closer to the
ideals that lie at the heart of that dream—free-

dom and equality of opportunity to work, to
learn, to live, and to raise our children in com-
munities where they can thrive and grow.

Today, the task of fulfilling the promise of
our civil rights laws, of keeping the American
dream alive for all citizens is far from over.
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