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children to see. Most urgently, it demands that
whenever possible, we reach out to those who
may be troubled, angry, or alone before they
do something destructive and perhaps irrevers-
ible to themselves or others.

Youth violence represents an insistent, angry
wake-up call to every parent, every teacher,
every religious leader, every student. If we an-
swer that call, we can ensure that the memory
of Kayce, Nicole, and Jessica will help us to
prevent other such tragedies. In the words of
the girls’ final prayer, we can ensure that their
light will shine forevermore.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:18 p.m. on
December 5 in the Roosevelt Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
6. In his remarks, the President referred to Kayce
Steger, Nicole Hadley, and Jessica James, Heath
High School students killed by gunfire following
a prayer meeting; Michael Carneal, the alleged
gunman, and his sister Kelly; and Ben Strong, a
student who acted to end the shooting.

Remarks at the Metropolitan Baptist Church
December 7, 1997

Thank you. Thank you, Reverend Hicks, Mrs.
Hicks, members of the ministry. Thank you,
Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton, for
telling me I should come here today, thank you.
I must say, I would rather be in the choir than
in the pulpit. [Laughter] They were wonderful.
Thank you. Mr. Mayor, City Council Chair
Cropp, and members of the council; Dr.
Swygert and Mrs. Swygert; my good friend Maya
Angelou, thank you for being here; David Du
Bois. I thank three members of my Cabinet—
Secretary of Labor Alexis Herman; the Secretary
of Transportation, Rodney Slater; and the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget,
Frank Raines—for coming with me, and many
members of the White House staff and friends.
We’re all glad to be here, and we have a happy
heart after hearing all the wonderful music and
seeing the people here, and especially the chil-
dren.

Sean and Ahjah and the other children gave
me the letters and the drawings; I was back
there reading them. One letter said, ‘‘Can
Project Spirit come and visit the White House
and see the Christmas tree?’’ [Laughter] Yes.
As a matter of fact, Dr. Hicks, anybody, any
of these children in your youth group you want
to bring, just bus them on in. We’d be glad
to see them, and we’ll arrange it. I’d like that.

Now, the letters contain some interesting
things. One young man wrote, ‘‘I’m not trying
to get myself in trouble, but I’ve always had
a crush on Hillary.’’ [Laughter] Now, I can cer-

tainly understand that. [Laughter] A lot of the
letters were serious. They said, can I do more
to get rid of violence, guns. A lot of them said
very specific things about what they’d like to
do to make their schools better.

Why are we here today? Or, at least, why
am I here today, instead of down the street
at Foundry, where I normally am on Sunday?
Ephesians says we should speak the truth with
our neighbors, for we are members, one of an-
other. I believe that. I think that is the single
most important political insight, or social insight,
in the Bible. And I think it is what should
drive us as we behave together. We have to
decide whether we are members, one of the
other: Is my destiny caught up in yours; are
your children my children; do you care about
my daughter; are we part of the same family
of God? It’s not enough to say that we are
all equal in the eyes of God. We are all also
connected in the eyes of God.

Now, just because we have responsibilities
one to another doesn’t mean we don’t have a
primary responsibility to ourselves. God helps
those who help themselves. One great athlete
once said, ‘‘You know, it’s amazing, the more
I practice, the luckier I get.’’ [Laughter] So we
have responsibilities to ourselves, but we owe
a lot to each other.

I come here to say that I don’t believe our
National Government has always been the best
neighbor to the City of Washington, Mr. Mayor,
Ms. Cropp, Congresswoman Norton, but we are
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committed to becoming a better neighbor.
Washington has gotten a lot of lectures from
people in national politics about being more re-
sponsible, from making the schools work better,
to the streets become safer, to the neighbor-
hoods having more hope and economic oppor-
tunity. But in the essence of our Constitution
is the idea that responsibility requires freedom.

And so I believe in the independence of
Washington, DC. I want Washington, DC, to
be able to run its own affairs. I want the crime
to go down and the schools to go up and the
neighborhoods to be strong and full. We are
trying to do better. In this last meeting of Con-
gress we did more things to take loads off of
Washington that it should not have and to give
Washington responsibilities that it should have.
And we must do more. I met with the mayor,
the city council, the control board, and a lot
of community leaders just a few days ago, a
meeting that the Congresswoman requested.
And we talked about what we could do together.

But I want to say to you that I come here
at this Christmas season to say that I hope one
of the gifts that I and our administration can
leave for the 21st century is a National Capital
that is a shining city on the hill for all America,
that every American is proud of. I want a Na-
tional Capital where every child looks like the
children that I heard sing and who brought me
those letters today, where they’re all filled with
a spirit of their own goodness, where they all
believe they are children of God, where they
all are animated to believe that they can have
hope to live out their dreams. And this place
symbolizes that. Wouldn’t you like it if your
city and your country worked the way this
church did? Wouldn’t you like that? [Applause]

And I’m not violating the first amendment
by saying that. [Laughter] This has nothing to
do with the separation of church and state. This
has to do with the values we all share. Most

people who are not even Christians, who are
Jewish people, who are Muslims, who are Bud-
dhist, who are all the different religions we have
in our country today, they’d still like it if our
country worked more the way this church
does—and often the way their houses of worship
do.

And so I say to you, it begins when we speak
the truth to one another, when we feel free
to disagree, when we don’t hide what we feel—
but if you go on down in that chapter, when
we don’t let the sun go down on our anger,
when we are genuinely kind to one another,
for we are members, one of another. Now, on
Christmas, we celebrate the birth of a child
born in poverty, who never got elected to any-
thing, never had a nickel to his name, and has
more followers than any politician who ever
lived for simply reminding us that we are chil-
dren of God and that we are members, one
of another.

So let us go out of here resolved to keep
working together until every child is in a good
school, until every family can be safe in their
neighborhoods, until every grownup has a place
to go to work in the morning. And we’ll all
be better off when we are selfishly selfless, rec-
ognizing that we are members, one of another.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:50 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Rev. H. Beecher Hicks,
Jr., senior minister, Metropolitan Baptist Church,
and his wife, Elizabeth; Mayor Marion S. Barry,
Jr., of Washington, DC; Linda W. Cropp, chair,
District of Columbia City Council; Dr. H. Patrick
Swygert, president, Howard University, and his
wife, Sonja; poet Maya Angelou; David Du Bois,
grandson of W.E.B. Du Bois; Sean Nalle and
Ahjah Prom, who presented a book of children’s
letters to the President; and Ian Jackson, who
wrote the letter regarding the First Lady.

Remarks at the Kennedy Center Honors Reception
December 7, 1997

Thank you very much. Ladies and gentlemen,
tonight the stars shine over the White House.
Tonight we honor artists who in all seasons have
lit up generations of our national life.

Ezra Pound once said that artists are the an-
tennae of society, always probing, sensing, guid-
ing us through the terrain of the human mind
and spirit. I’m proud to salute five artists whose
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