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Nov. 19 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

many times over. We thank them and all—all
of the adoptive parents in the country.

For those who are now or have been foster
or adoptive parents, I’d like to say thank you
on behalf of a grateful Nation, and again say
at Thanksgiving, let us thank God for our bless-
ings and resolve to give more of our children
the blessings they deserve.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:53 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Sue Ann Badeau, who introduced
the President, and her adopted brother Aaron, 2
of 19 children adopted by parents Sue and Hector
Badeau; Gov. Roy Romer of Colorado; Dave
Thomas, founder and senior chairman of the
board of directors, Wendy’s International, Inc.
H.R. 867, approved November 19, was assigned
Public Law No. 105–89.

Statement on Signing the Veterans’ Compensation Rate Amendments of
1997
November 19, 1997

Today I was pleased to sign into law H.R.
2367, the ‘‘Veterans’ Compensation Rate
Amendments of 1997.’’

Our Nation provides compensation payments
to veterans who were disabled in service and
Dependency and Indemnity Compensation
(DIC) benefits to the survivors of those who
died in military service. By maintaining the real
value of these payments, we honor their sac-
rifices.

This Act provides a 2.1 percent increase in
compensation and DIC benefits, effective De-
cember 1, 1997. This increase is the same per-
centage increase that Social Security bene-
ficiaries and veterans’ pension recipients will re-
ceive in January. Approximately 2.3 million vet-
erans and over 300,000 surviving spouses and
children will benefit from this increase.

Time will never erode the supreme value of
our veterans’ and servicmembers’ efforts in de-
fending the Nation’s freedom. We also must not
allow it to erode the value of our commitments
to them. This legislation ensures that the worth
of their richly deserved benefits keeps pace with
consumer prices. As such, it maintains our obli-
gation to those individuals whose sacrifices we
will always remember.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,

November 19, 1997.

NOTE: H.R. 2367, approved November 19, was
assigned Public Law No. 105–98.

Statement on Signing District of Columbia Appropriations Legislation
November 19, 1997

Today I am pleased to have signed into law
H.R. 2607, the ‘‘District of Columbia Appropria-
tions Act, 1998.’’

I am particularly pleased that the Act provides
sufficient funding to implement the National
Capital Revitalization and Self-Government Im-
provement Act of 1997 (Revitalization Act),
which includes the main elements of the plan
for the District of Columbia that I proposed
in my 1998 budget in February. That plan,

which was the most comprehensive plan that
any Administration had ever proposed for the
District, was designed to achieve two goals: to
revitalize Washington, D.C., as the Nation’s cap-
ital and to improve prospects for ‘‘home rule’’
to succeed. The Congress adopted the Revital-
ization Act as part of the historic balanced budg-
et agreement that I signed into law last summer.
Now, with this 1998 appropriations bill, the
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