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Statement on Representative Ronald V. Dellums’ Decision Not To Seek

Reelection
November 17, 1997

Representative Ron Dellums has been an in-
defatigable advocate in the Congress for the in-
terests of ordinary Americans, in Oakland and
throughout the Nation. He has worked hard to
secure policies and programs that respond to
the needs of poor and middle income families.
I have appreciated his strong voice and his ef-
fective work for justice and reconciliation, not
only here but around the world. He has been

a highly forceful leader for our national security,
making sure that the vital work of national de-
fense is conducted with a watchful eye on tax-
payer dollars.

I thank Ron for his long and effective years
of commitment and service to America. The
people of Oakland and the Nation owe him a
debt of gratitude.

Statement on Representative Vic Fazio’s Decision Not To Seek Reelection

November 17, 1997

Representative Vic Fazio has been a strong
leader for the American people, a strong advo-
cate for his district, and a good friend to me
and my administration. He has served with an
unswerving devotion to the national interest. He
has been a champion for the environment, for
our national defense, for fiscal discipline, and
for ensuring that changes in our defense struc-
ture after the cold war take into consideration
the interest of the communities, like his own
Sacramento, that have supported our military.

I especially appreciate the work he has done
to make sure that America seizes the opportuni-
ties of trade and to make sure that the growing
global economy benefits all Americans.

Vic Fazio has also been a tireless leader of
the Democratic Party in Congress, and a tireless
advocate of our party’s beliefs. On a personal
note, I have greatly benefited from his warmth,
his idealism, and his honesty. On behalf of the
Nation, I thank him for his dedicated service.

Remarks at a Reception for Senatorial Candidate Jay Nixon in St. Louis,

Missouri
November 17, 1997

Thank you very, very much. Thank you for
the wonderful welcome. Thank you for letting
me listen to Team Eleven—weren’t they great?
[Applause] 1 wonder if they could come to
Washington tomorrow? If they could cheer me
up once a day, I'd stay in a better frame of
mind as President. [Laughter]

I want to thank Mayor Harmon for the fine
job he’s doing and the leadership he’s showing
and for making me feel so welcome. Thank you,
Lieutenant Governor Wilson, for being here;
and Missouri Democratic Party Chair Joe Car-
michael; St. Louis County Executive Buzz
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Westfall; all the other officials who are here.
And I want to thank Jay Nixon for running
for the United States Senate.

I want to thank the people of Missouri for
voting for Bill Clinton and Al Gore in 1992
and in 1996. And I want to thank Jay Nixon
for getting such a big vote; I could kind of
ride in on his coattails. [Laughter] 1 enjoyed
that.

Ladies and gentlemen, this is a very important
election for you. And you should know it’s also
a very important election for the United States,
because policies that are good for the people
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