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of common but differentiated responsibility. We
have instructed our representatives to consult
closely on this issue as we approach the Kyoto
conference.

On hemispheric and multilateral issues, we
highlighted the importance of education in the
agenda of the Summit of the Americas. We wel-
comed our negotiators’ success in achieving a
hemispheric firearms trafficking convention and
pledged to support its early ratification. We ex-
pressed our support for restraint and trans-
parency in arms transfers. We also agreed to
work together to promote hemispheric coopera-
tion in law enforcement and anti-corruption ef-
forts.

We discussed the importance of new multilat-
eral initiatives in counternarcotics including mul-
tilateral assessment of progress achieved by all

hemispheric countries toward meeting their re-
spective national goals. We are convinced that
illicit drugs represent a worldwide problem
which requires international cooperation and
that each nation assumes fully its own responsi-
bility. Therefore, we pledged to work together
to ensure the success of the United Nations’
Special Session on Illicit Drugs in June, 1998.
We commended the work done by both govern-
ments in the fulfillment of our commitments
and instructed our officials to increase their ef-
forts in the achievement of our common goals.

We are convinced that two neighbors and
partners, like the United States and Mexico, can
address even the most complex issues through
mutual respect, constructive dialog and coopera-
tion.

Remarks on the Situation in Iraq
November 14, 1997

Two days ago and again last night, the United
Nations Security Council sent a clear, unani-
mous message to Iraq: Stop obstructing the
international weapons inspectors who are the
eyes and ears of the world on your weapons
of mass destruction capability.

Instead of complying with the unequivocal
will of the international community, Saddam
chose to expel the weapons inspectors from Iraq
and, in so doing, to defy the United Nations.
Saddam has spent the better part of the last
two decades and much of the wealth of his
nation not on providing for the needs and ad-
vancing the hopes of the Iraqi people but on
a program to build an arsenal of the most ter-
rible weapons of destruction—nuclear, chemical,
biological—and on the missiles to carry them
to faraway places.

The U.N. inspectors have done a remarkable
job of finding and destroying the weapons and
the weapons potential he was hiding and pre-
venting him from building new weapons. These
quiet inspectors have destroyed more weapons
of mass destruction potential over the last 6
years than was destroyed in the entire Gulf war.
Their work is important to the safety of
Saddam’s neighbors and, indeed, to people all

around the world. It must be allowed to con-
tinue.

Today and in the days ahead, the United
States will work intensively with our allies and
our friends in the region and around the world
to convince Iraq to comply with the will of
the international community as expressed in the
United Nations resolution.

Meanwhile, the U–2 missions over Iraq must
continue. Without inspectors on the ground, it
is more important than ever to monitor events
from the air. And we will maintain a strong
military presence in the Gulf. To that end, I
have ordered today the aircraft carrier George
Washington to the region as a prudent measure
to help assure that we have the forces we need
for any contingency.

This is a crisis of Saddam’s making. It can
be unmade only when he can no longer threaten
the international community with weapons of
mass destruction.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:46 p.m. in the
Briefing Room at the White House.
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