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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Sept. 26

House leaders for their commitment to sched-
uling a House floor debate on this critical issue
before Congress adjourns for the year.

This bipartisan call for action is a promising
sign that we are moving forward in our response
to America’s demand for reform. I urge the
Members of the House to take the next step
and give their full support for the meaningful
bipartisan campaign finance reform offered by

Representatives Shays and Meehan. This meas-
ure is both balanced and effective, and it ad-
dresses many of the most pressing needs for
reform.

Congress faces the best opportunity in a gen-
eration to enact campaign finance reform. Let
us work together in a bipartisan spirit to enact
the Shays-Meehan legislation and answer the
public’s call for reform.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Future
Free Trade Area Negotiations
September 25, 1997

Dear Mr. Chairman:
In accordance with section 108(b)(4) of the

North American Free Trade Agreement Imple-
mentation Act (19 U.S.C. 3317(b)(4)), I transmit
herewith the report containing recommendations
on future free trade area negotiations.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Bill Archer,
chairman, House Committee on Ways and Means,
and William V. Roth, Jr., chairman, Senate Fi-
nance Committee.

Interview With Tom Joyner, Tavis Smiley, and Sybil Wilkes on the
Tom Joyner Morning Show in Little Rock
September 26, 1997

Mr. Joyner. Mr. President, good morning.
The President. Good morning. You’re having

a lot of fun there for this early in the morning.
[Laughter]

Mr. Joyner. And you’re having a lot of fun,
too, aren’t you? Now that Chelsea is gone, you
all are having some fun, aren’t you, Mr. Presi-
dent? [Laughter]

The President. That’s what Hillary says.
Mr. Joyner. See, Sybil? See, Tavis? I told

you. [Laughter]
Ms. Wilkes. But he’s the President. He can

say that. You can’t say that about him.

Desegregation of Central High School
Mr. Joyner. Mr. President, when this hap-

pened 40 years ago, how old were you?
The President. Eleven.

Mr. Joyner. And what was going through your
mind when you saw all this that was happening
here in Little Rock?

The President. I thought it was a bad thing.
I didn’t understand why people were so upset.
But as I said yesterday, most of the white kids
didn’t think about it one way or the other until
it actually happened. Until the Little Rock Nine
were turned away, I think most people didn’t
think about it one way or the other. Children
are basically self-absorbed in their own lives.
It’s part of the privilege of childhood.

But then, all of a sudden, kids that had never
thought about it before, it’s all they talked about
for weeks. And everybody then had to decide
really how they felt about it. It seemed obvious
to me that sooner or later this was going to
have to be done; it might as well be done
sooner.
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