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and opportunity to men and women on every
continent, from every background.

Today, through your strong leadership and
quiet diplomacy, you are serving also as a dif-
ferent kind of peacemaker, bridging the gaps
between the sometimes unruly members of the
United Nations—a group that even on occasion,
I must admit, includes the United States.

We have applauded your efforts to reform
the United Nations, and we have particularly
appreciated your efforts to explain those reforms
to the American people. Deep down, our people
care deeply about the U.N., and with you at

the helm, we are moving ahead to a new era
of partnership.

Finally, let me note that article one of the
charter calls the United Nations a center for
harmonizing. I would like to ask all of you to
join me in a toast to Kofi Annan, Secretary-
General of the United Nations. May we always
act in concert to achieve the harmony the
founders dreamed of, the harmony he has
worked so hard to realize.

NOTE: The President spoke at 2 p.m. in the North
Delegates Lounge at the United Nations.

Message on the 50th Anniversary of the National Security Council
September 22, 1997

To Past and Present Members of the NSC Staff:
I congratulate you on the 50th anniversary

of the National Security Council.
During the more than forty years of the Cold

War, you guided our country’s leaders through
the brinksmanship of East-West confrontation.
In the almost ten years since communism’s col-
lapse, the NSC Staff has helped identify the
possibilities and protect against the perils of our
new era.

Indeed, at a time when the world’s increasing
interdependence challenges us all to new pat-

terns of thought and action, the NSC’s role is
more important than ever. Your sound judg-
ment, advice, and dedication are a key part of
our ability to seize the opportunities of the 21st
century. Because of your work, our lives are
safer, our economy stronger, and our country
more secure. On behalf of a grateful nation,
congratulations and thank you.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Letter to Congressional Leaders Reporting on Iraq’s Compliance With
United Nations Security Council Resolutions
September 23, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Consistent with the Authorization for Use of

Military Force Against Iraq Resolution (Public
Law 102–1) and as part of my effort to keep
the Congress fully informed, I am reporting on
the status of efforts to obtain Iraq’s compliance
with the resolutions adopted by the United Na-
tions Security Council (UNSC). This report cov-
ers the period from July 9 to the present.

Saddam Hussein remains a threat to his peo-
ple and the region, and the United States re-
mains determined to contain the threat posed

by his regime. Secretary of State Albright stated
on March 26 that the United States looks for-
ward to the day when Iraq rejoins the family
of nations as a responsible and law-abiding
member but until then, containment must con-
tinue. Secretary Albright made clear that
Saddam’s departure would make a difference
and that, should a change in Iraq’s government
occur, the United States would stand ready to
enter rapidly into a dialogue with the successor
regime.
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