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Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997 / Sept. 16

Letter to Congressional Leaders Transmitting a Report on Trade in
Military Articles and Services
September 15, 1997

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
As required by section 655 of the Foreign

Assistance Act of 1961, as amended (22 U.S.C.
2415), I transmit herewith the annual report
on U.S. exports of defense articles and services,
and on imports of military articles to the United
States.

Sincerely,

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Newt Ging-
rich, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate.

Remarks on the 50th Anniversary of the Central Intelligence Agency in
Langley, Virginia
September 16, 1997

Thank you very much. Thank you. Thank you
very much, Director Tenet, Mrs. Tenet, Mr.
Berger, Mr. Brandon, Senator Shelby, and Con-
gressmen Gilman, Bishop, and Goss, and Con-
gresswoman Harman. Someone told me that
Secretary Cohen was here, but I haven’t seen
him yet. I will acknowledge him whether he
is or not. He’s a great friend of this agency.

To the men and women of the CIA family,
past and present, I am delighted to be with
you here today. I appreciate what George Tenet
said. The last couple of years, I’ve been glad
to see anybody or anything turn 50. [Laughter]
Someone I know extremely well is turning 50
this year, along with the CIA, but it is still
a classified state secret. [Laughter]

When George was sworn in, he promised to
uphold the highest standards of this agency to
deliver intelligence that is clear, objective, with-
out regard to political consequences. That’s just
exactly what we want from our intelligence com-
munity, what we’ve come to expect from
George, and what I have come to expect from
all of you. I thank you very much for your
service on this 50th anniversary.

Today we salute the men and women of the
CIA for service, sacrifice, and selfless dedication
on behalf of our Nation. We look back on the
contributions of the agency in promoting Amer-
ica’s interests and preserving peace. We commit
ourselves on the verge of a new century to help
keep America the world’s leading force for free-

dom and peace in the future no less than in
the past.

When President Truman created the CIA
under the circumstances that George mentioned
a few moments ago, few could have imagined
how the world would look a half-century later.
Two years after the Second World War, Europe
was still in ruins, economies in turmoil, the Iron
Curtain descending. The values upon which our
Nation was founded and for which we had
fought so dearly seemed under siege from Eu-
rope to Asia. But now Europe is at peace, Rus-
sia increasingly is our partner, the cold war be-
longs to the past. The tide of market democracy
has reached the shores of every continent.

For the first time in history, more than half
of all the world’s people live under governments
of their own choosing. Former adversaries are
becoming new allies; former rivals, new partners
and friends. I think it is important on this day
to note, without reservation, that the men and
women of our intelligence community played
a crucial role in shaping these events over the
last five decades. Through four decades of cold
war, you stood on the frontlines of democracy’s
struggle worldwide. You served where others
could not go. You did what others could not
do. You helped us to understand what foreign
leaders had in mind, what tools they had in
hand, what resources they had in store. The
intelligence edge you gave our country’s national
security decisionmaking made it less likely that
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