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Sept. 4 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1997

crime and drug trafficking offenses. The Treaties
are self-executing.

The Treaties provide for a broad range of
cooperation in criminal matters. Mutual assist-
ance available under the Treaties includes: tak-
ing of testimony or statements of persons; pro-
viding documents, records, and articles of evi-
dence; serving documents; locating or identifying
persons or items; transferring persons in custody
for testimony or other purposes; executing re-
quests for searches and seizures; assisting in pro-
ceedings related to forfeiture of assets, restitu-
tion to the victims of crime, and collection of

fines; and any other form of assistance not pro-
hibited by the laws of the Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to these Treaties and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 3, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 4.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Barbados-United States
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation
September 3, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit
herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Barbados on Mutual Legal Assistance
in Criminal Matters, signed at Bridgetown on
February 28, 1996. I transmit also, for the infor-
mation of the Senate, the report of the Depart-
ment of State with respect to the Treaty.

The Treaty is one of a series of modern mu-
tual legal assistance treaties being negotiated by
the United States in order to counter criminal
activities more effectively. The Treaty should be
an effective tool to assist in the prosecution of
a wide variety of crimes, including drug traf-
ficking offenses. The Treaty is self-executing.

The Treaty provides for a broad range of co-
operation in criminal matters. Mutual assistance
available under the Treaty includes: taking of

testimony or statements of persons; providing
documents, records, and articles of evidence;
serving documents; locating or identifying per-
sons; transferring persons in custody for testi-
mony or other purposes; executing requests for
searches and seizures; assisting in proceedings
related to forfeiture of assets, restitution, and
collection of fines; and rendering any other form
of assistance not prohibited by the laws of the
Requested State.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to the Treaty and give
its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
September 3, 1997.

NOTE: This message was released by the Office
of the Press Secretary on September 4.

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Trinidad and Tobago-
United States Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty With Documentation
September 3, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
With a view to receiving the advice and con-

sent of the Senate to ratification, I transmit

herewith the Treaty Between the Government
of the United States of America and the Govern-
ment of Trinidad and Tobago on Mutual Legal
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