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shoulder common responsibilities and burdens.
Already, the prospect of NATO enlargement has
strengthened stability and democracy, and promoted regional cooperation among the states of
Central and Eastern Europe.
The enlargement of NATO is not directed
against any state; NATO does not see any nation
as its enemy. By extending security and stability
throughout Europe, NATO enlargement will
serve the interests of all of Europe’s democracies—whether they are current members, new
members, or nonmembers. The United States
looks forward to the building of a strong, dynamic relationship and unprecedented partnership between NATO and Russia.
NATO enlargement is moving ahead. NATO
has agreed to hold a Summit on July 8–9 in
Madrid at which one or more nations will be
invited to begin negotiations on accession to the
Washington Treaty; I have called for NATO to
welcome new members by 1999, and NATO
has accepted this goal. Continued close and bipartisan cooperation between the Congress and
the executive branch are, and will remain, the

keys to achieving this objective. Addition of new
members to the North Atlantic alliance must
be submitted to the Senate for its advice and
consent, and both houses of the Congress will
have to approve the resources necessary to make
enlargement a reality.
I thank the Congress for the constructive role
it has played in recent years to advance the
enlargement of NATO. I look forward to working with the Congress to achieve our common
objective of a wider circle of security, prosperity,
and common values embracing an integrated
Europe and the United States.
Sincerely,
WILLIAM J. CLINTON
NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Jesse Helms,
chairman, Senate Committee on Foreign Relations; Benjamin A. Gilman, chairman, House
Committee on International Relations; Strom
Thurmond, chairman, Senate Committee on
Armed Services; and Floyd Spence, chairman,
House Committee on National Security.

Letter to National Bioethics Advisory Commission Chair Harold Shapiro on
Cloning Technology Issues
February 24, 1997
Dear Dr. Shapiro:
As you know, it was reported today that researchers have developed techniques to clone
sheep. This represents a remarkable scientific
discovery, but one that raises important questions. While this technological advance could
offer potential benefits in such areas as medical
research and agriculture, it also raises serious
ethical questions, particularly with respect to the

possible use of this technology to clone human
embryos.
Therefore, I request that the National Bioethics Advisory Commission undertake a thorough
review of the legal and ethical issues associated
with the use of this technology, and report back
to me within ninety days with recommendations
on possible federal actions to prevent its abuse.
Sincerely,
BILL CLINTON

Remarks to the Democratic Business Council
February 24, 1997
Thank you very much, Tom and Carol. Chairman Grossman and Alan Solomont and Paul
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DeNino, thank you for taking on this important
work.

